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Graduation time — and your college 
career lies just ahead. 

The King’s College offers you a 
complete schedule of academic stud- 
ies plus a well rounded program 
of extra-curricular activities and 
inter-collegiate sports. Music courses 
are offered at no additional cost. 

Best of all, there prevails among 
students and faculty a friendly and 
spiritual atmosphere and a deep 
desire to serve faithfully the King 
of King’s. 

Please write us today for com- 
plete information. A catalog and 
application blank will be mailed 


promptly upon request. 
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EACH WEEK the MESSAGE TO ISRAEL broadcasts 
the Gospel to thousands of Jewish people who 
could be reached in no other way. Hundreds 
write for Prophecy Edition New Testaments and many find 
Christ as Saviour. We reach them where they are! 

More than 50 U. S. outlets from coast to coast 
carry our program. Also HCJB, Quito, $.A.; 
DZAS, Manila, P. 1.; ond TGNA, Guatemala, 
C.A., powerful short wave stations with world- 
wide coverage. ‘ 
Send for free copy of quarterly 
to learn more about this thrilling 
aministry. We covet your prayerful 
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WHICH TRANSLATION? 


I have just read “I Have Read the 
RSV.” It seems to me that you have 
been honest and fair in your judgment 
and advice. You said in your article that 
you had read many translations of the 
Bible. If you can, will you please tell me 
which translation in English, up to the 
present, has the fewest mistakes or errors? 

Forrest L. HALL 
Phoenix, Ariz, 


I would advise the ordinary layman, who 
has no knowledge of Hebrew and Greek, 
to read the Bible in the King James Ver- 
sion, and to have along side of him the 
1901 American Revised Version and the 
modern Revised Standard Version. It 
would even be well if one only had time 
to read thirty verses, to read the same ten 
verses in the three different versions, in- 
forming your mind to distinguish between 
the possible differences in the translation. 
You will learn to think more deeply on the 
true meaning of Scripture and it can be a 
very great help to you. 

D.G.B. 


CHRISTIANS AND UNIONS 


Several recent letters have raised the 
question of the Christian worker’s relation 
to his employer and to his union, especially 
in the event of a strike. Dr. Barnhouse has 
answered the question in this manner: 


As I see it, in spite of the fact that there 
are abuses in the practices of labor unions, 
they do stand as collective bargaining. The 
moment we define that term, we see that it 
means that a group of men stand together 
and all agree to be bound by the agreement 
that is made by the directional committee. 
/t is one for all and all for one. In the very 
nature of our modern labor set-up, this was 
made necessary and though it has its draw- 
backs, it would seem to be a necessary part 
of our national life. I do not think that an 
individual who works for a great corpora- 
tion can expect to have a personal relation- 
ship with that corporation, as an individual 
man would have an individual relationship 
working for one boss. Since your employer 
is a collective employer, the labor union 
becomes the collective employee. The Chris- 
tian, therefore, would have every right to 
go along with the union in any agreement 
that has been accepted by both sides. The 
only question that I would see would be in 
connection with a wildcat strike. There the 
individual might in conscience demand that 
he be given the right to conform with the 
agreement that had been legally made in 
his name. 


D.G.B. 
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STRONG’S EXHAUSTIVE 


CONCORDANCE 
OF THE BIBLE 


By James Strong 


e Accurate, conveniently arranged, 
easy to use, STRONG’S is the com- 
plete concordance of the common 
English Bible—listing alphabetical- 
ly every word in every passage in 
which it occurs. 

STRONG’S CONCORDANCE is 
a biblical library of four complete 
books: 

@ The Main Concordance, listing 
every word in the Bible. 

@ The Comparative Concordance, 
listing significant words trans- 
lated differently in certain Eng- 
lish and American Revisions. 

e@ Hebrew and Chaldee Dictionary 
of the Old Testament. 

@ Greek Dictionary of the New 
Testament. 

1,809 Paces $11.50 


THUMB INDEXED $12.75 
At Your Bookstore . . . 


CLARKE’S 
COMMENTARY 
on the Entire Bible 


By Adam Clarke 


@ The distilled wisdom of one of 
the most extensively learned schol- 
ars of any age—the product of forty 
years of careful labor—CLARKE’S 
COMMENTARY has stood the 
classic test of time and usage. 

Here the Scriptures are illumined 
with reverence and deep faith— 
opening the rich treasures of God’s 
Word to every preacher, teacher, 
Sunday school worker, and student. 
Six big, beautiful volumes to cher- 
ish and use for a lifetime. 

800 PAGES IN EACH VOLUME—BOUND 
IN DURABLE BUCKRAM 


$22.50 per set 
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when it is material and spiritual 
relief dispensed to suffering 
Jews in the name of Christ. 
This ministry is bearing rich 
fruit for eternity. 


Friends of Israel Missionary & Reliet Society, Inc. 
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PIANO NEEDED FOR RECORDING 

In our December 1952 issue we 
wrote of the work of Elmer Gillespie 
among both French and English 
speaking people in Louisiana, tell- 
ing of his need of a tape recorder 
and a dictaphone. Through the gen- 
erosity of readers he has secured a 
tape machine; but in order to use it 
effectively in recording for the radio, 
he needs a piano. 

He writes: ‘‘Our next pressing 
need is for a small studio piano (a 
good used one would be adequate), 
so that my wife and I can add our 
musical background to each Gospel 
message. As possibly you know, she 
sings in French as well as in Eng- 
lish, according to the particular 
program. If we are to do our record- 
ing at home by means of your ma- 
chine we should have a piano for 
accompaniments. It has been our 
thought that we might hire one by 
the month at first, with the under- 
standing that if we decide to pur- 
chase it the rental payments will be 
applicable to the price.’’ 

Erernity will forward all funds 
received for the rent or purchase of 
this piano to Mr. Gillespie as well 
as the names and addresses of donors 
so that he may acknowledge gifts 
directly. 


ORPHANAGE NEEDS MENDING MACHINE 

An orphanage in Kentucky needs 
a sewing machine to replace one 
which is worn beyond repair. They 
need a machine especially built for 
mending. There are dozens of pairs 
of overalls and other clothes to mend 
every week with eighty-five active 
children in the home. 


FLANNELGRAPH LESSONS 

An English reader doing a pioneer 
work among the boys and girls on a 
‘‘large prefabricated estate without 
any church or similar place of wor- 
ship.’’ 

He is urgently in need of flannel- 
graph lessons particularly those 
that illustrate the Gospel from 
everyday life. Perhaps some of our 
readers have such lessons which 
they no longer use. If so, they 
would be deeply appreciated and 
prayerfully used in this work among 
English boys and girls. Send them 
to: 

Mr. Cyr PLANT 

2 Hough Hall Road 
Moston 

Manchester 10, England 
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Robert R. Fritsch 


Emeritus Professor, English Bible 
Muhlenberg College 


@ August 2, 9—Trinity Lutheran 
Church, Palmerton, Penna.; August 18— 
Council of Christian Business Women, 
Reading, Penna.; August 23, 30—Hyde- 
wood Park Baptist Church, North Plain- 
field, N. J. 
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Free Men 

There is something even better than 
being a citizen of a free nation. That is 
knowing the freedom Christ gives. The 
man or woman who is not a Christian is 
in bondage. We know this from experience, 
and we know it because God has told us. 
In John 8:34, Jesus said, “Whosoever 
committeth sin is the servant (the bond- 
slave) of sin.” Christ came to set men 
free. Therefore He declared, “If the Son 
shall make you free, ye shall be free 
indeed” (John 8:36) 

There are those who imagine that to 
become a Christian means to forego one’s 
freedom. The very opposite is the case. 
One never really experiences liberty until 
he is set free by Christ. 

Free from what? According to Romans 
8:1, the believer is free from condemna- 
tion. Christ bore our penalty for us when 
He died upon the Cross; therefore, there 
is no more condemnation for us. The 
believer is also free from the power of 
Satan. In Colossians 1:13, we are told 
that God “hath delivered us from the 
power of darkness, and hath translated 
us into the kingdom of His dear Son.” 
Moreover, the Christian is free from the 
bondage of sin. “Sin shall not have 
dominion over you” (Rom. 6:14). 

Of course, freedom is not simply the 
liberty to do what we like. That would 
be more akin to anarchy. Freedom is the 
liberty to do what we ought. We who 
have been free from the tyranny of self 
and sin live now under the lordship of 
Him Who is our Saviour. “Make me a 
captive, Lord, and then I shall be free.” 

H.W.O. 
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NEW LIGHT 


on a familiar subject 


By ERICH SAUER principal of Wiedenest 
Bible School in Rhineland, Germany. He has a deep knowledge 
of the Scriptures and an unusual insight into their meaning. 


New in concept and with a delightful freshness in their 
phraseology, these two volumes give the reader a profound, 
yet sparkling survey of the doctrine of sal- 
vation. Easily understood by the layman and 
preacher alike, these books invite reading 
and re-reading. No one can give them care- 
ful attention without being greatly enriched 
in knowledge and appreciation of the grace 
of God. 









The Dawn Of World Redemption 
By Erich Saver $3.00 


Old Testament survey of the history of 
salvation. Foreword by F. F. Bruce. Ap- 
pendices and index. 


The Triumph Of The Crucified 
By Erich Saver $3.00 


New Testament survey of the history of 
salvation. Foreword by A. Rendle Short. 
Indices. 


The preacher reader will rejoice in the 
abundance of sermonic material in 
homiletic form and in the numerous, 
short, thought-compelling outlines 
throughout both volumes. 


Also... —" 
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Here are selections from the works of a preacher ANI yREV 
and author of more than 250 books and pamph- ; 
lets which have influenced evangelical thought 
on three continents. Andrew Murray was a flam- 
ing evangelist who lived in two worlds; in the 
secret place with the Guide arid Guardian of his 
soul, and in the world of men searching for Truth. 
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ETERNITY BOOK SERVICE 
1716 Spruce Street, Philadelphia 3, Pa. 


Enclosed is my check in the amount of $. 
Please send postpaid the following: 
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WORSHIPING THE BROOM 

People worship strange things. 
Anthropologists and _ ethnologists 
tell of tribes that worship tree roots, 
chicken entrails, rocks, trees, and 
other material objects. You might 
think it strange that anyone would 
worship a broom. But I am sure 
that you will be even more aston- 
ished when I tell you that there is 
quite a cult of broom-worshipers 
in the United States. 

It was Mel Dibble who told me 
about it. Mel is one of my close 
friends, and he is now a Southern 
Baptist preacher who is doing a 
real work for the Lord since he was 
brought back by the Holy Spirit 
to a surrender of his life and the 
abandon of his career on television. 
Out of an old theological work he 
culled the following couplet ; 

What wretchedness can give him any 


room 
Whose house is filthy while he adores 
his broom. 
Stop and think. It may be true of 
you. You may belong to the broom- 
worshipers without having realized 
it. 

A broom-worshiper is one who has 
a closet in which there is a washing 
machine, a sewing machine, a vac- 
uum cleaner, and all sorts of modern 
gadgets, but the house outside of 
the closet is filthy and the children 
are unkempt and dirty. Is such a 
thing possible? 

Ask yourself. Do I go into ec- 
stasies when I talk about how won- 
derful the Lord Jesus is, while I 
really do not allow Him to dominate 
in my life? Do I speak of Him as 
my Saviour, while I am still in bond- 

(Continued on page 48) 





.THE EDITOR’S 
SPEAKING ENGAGEMENTS 





Donald Grey Barnhouse 
Editor of Eternity 


@ August 2, 9, 16, 23, 30—Tenth Pres- 
byterian Church, Philadelphia, Penna.; 
August 3, 10, 17, 24, 31—New York 
Bible Class, St. Luke’s Lutheran Church, 
New York, N. Y.; August 5 through 7— 
Winona Lake Bible Conference, Winona 
Lake, Indiana; September 1 through 5— 
Sandy Cove Bible Conference, North 
East, Md. 
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MORE TO FOLLOW 


By F. W. BOREHAM 


ITH a snow-capped mountain towering majestic- 

ally above it, and the virgin bush stretching for 
miles around, that beautiful reservoir adds a fresh charm 
to a particularly graceful hillside. Far as the eye can 
reach, every slope is densely draped with a glorious 
profusion of green. From the branches that wave tri- 
umphantly on the fringe of the snow-belt high above, 
to those that lean caressingly over the crystalline pool, 
laving their leafy extremities in its limpid surface, the 
clustering verdure nowhere knows a break. On a bough 
near the water’s edge, a kingfisher, whose plumage 
seems to be tinted with all the colors of the rainbow, 
admires his own image in the mirror beneath him. 


I 


I came this morning upon a text that, in its aepth and 
fullness and beauty, reminds me of that lovely reser- 
voir. Here it is: God is able to make all grace abound 
toward you, that ye, always having all sufficiency in all 
things, may abound unto every good work. It is a sea 
of superlatives. 

What a reservoir! All grace—redeeming grace, par- 
doning grace, sustaining grace, comforting grace, grace 
of every class and kind! All grace abounding—the 
word has the fullness of the seas in it. Wave upon 
wave of grace, with all the profundities and immensi- 
ties of the ocean behind them! All grace abounding 
toward you—all the air for each individual bird; all the 
sea for each individual fish! 





Dr. Boreham, though retired from an active pastorate, continues a 
world-wide written ministry from Melbourne, Australia. 


What possibilities of appropriation! All sufficiency— 
enough and more than enough! All sufficiency in all 
things—sacred things and secular things, good things 
and bad things, grave things and gay things, things of 
every sort and size! All sufficiency all the time— 
always having all sufficiency! 

Grace when I’m elbowed into a nook; 
Grace when I get my turn; 


Grace when the dinner will not cook; 
Grace when the fire won’t burn. 


Grace when my duties all go wrong; 
Grace when they all come right; 
Grace when it’s gladness, praise and song; 
Grace when I have to fight. 


Grace when my dress is fresh and new; 
Grace when it’s worn and old; 

Grace when my purse is empty, too; 
Grace when it’s stuffed with gold. 

And what richness of fruition—like the verdure that 
springs up along the water-courses down which the 
reservoir overflows! That ye may abound—grace 
abounding like the ocean toward you, that ye may 
abound like the ocean toward others! That ye may 
abound unto good work, harnessing spirituality to 
service! And that ye may abound unto every good 
work—finding outlets in every direction for the abun- 
dance of the grace that is perpetually pouring in. 

Among the records of the Duchess of Gordon is a 
story of a visit which, with a friend, she paid to one of 
the tenants on her estate. The good old Scottish body 
who dwelt in the cottage welcomed the two grandees 
to her modest abode, and was doing her best to enter- 
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tain them, when a peddler knocked at the door. It was 
a sultry summer afternoon, and, before opening his 
pack and displaying his goods, he asked if the cottager 
could oblige him with a glass of water. She invited 
him to rest on a chair just inside the door and brought 
him the drink that he had craved. 

“T hope,” she said, as she handed it to him, “that you 
know something of the water of life!” His face lit up 
on the instant, and he surprised the ladies by exclaim- 
ing with fervor that by the grace of God he did indeed. 
They chatted for awhile, he never suspecting that he 
was addressing people of high degree; and then, before 
resuming his pack and his pilgrimage, he asked if he 
might pray. And this was the prayer that he reverently 
offered—a prayer that the duchess never forgot. 

“O Lord,” he entreated, “give us grace to feel our 
need of grace! O Lord, give us grace to receive Thy 
grace!! O Lord, give us grace to ask for still more 
grace! And give us grace, O Lord, to use the grace that 
Thou dost give!” 

Give us grace to feel our need of grace! A healthy 
man possesses a healthy appetite for all those things 
that his body most needs. At mealtimes he is hungry: 
at bedtime he is sleepy: at worktime he is full of 
energy: at playtime he is keen on his game. A healthy 
soul has similar experiences: she not only needs grace, 
but is intensely conscious of her need: she has a relish, 
a longing, an appetite for it. 

Give us grace to receive Thy grace! We must not be 
like men with withered hands, unable to grasp the boon 
that Heaven offers. Give us grace to welcome grace— 
all the blinds raised to let in the sunshime: all the 
windows open to admit the fresh and fragrant air: the 
door standing wide to welcome the divine Guest! 

Give us grace to ask for still more grace! By a 
special enactment it was ordained that the manna by 
which the children of Israel were miraculously fed in 
the wilderness would not keep. It went bad overnight 
and was nauseous in the morning. Today’s manna is 
for today, and for today alone. Yesterday’s grace is 
useless today: today’s grace will not serve tomorrow. 
I need new grace for each situation; for each perplexity, 
for each difficulty as it arises. New grace for each day, 
each hour, each moment! More and still more—and 
ever more! 

And give us grace to use the grace that Thou dost 
give! The lovely reservoir on the wooded hillside looks 
like a pool of poetry. But if you descend the slopes 
and visit the city down below, you will realize that it 
exercises a most prosaic ministry. For the city is a 
thing of a million taps. In laundries and bathrooms 
and kitchens and sculleries people are turning taps all 
day. The water from the reservoir comes flowing down 
into troughs and sinks and basins: it is quickly defiled, 
contaminated, polluted, as it fulfills its cleansing work: 
and then it is emptied down the drains and sent on its 
way to the sea. But, a moment later, the taps are 
turned again, and fresh water, crystal clean, takes the 
place of the dirty water that was thrown out; and thus 
the reservoir is harnessed to a thousand prosaic and 
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practical uses—water replacing water; water following 
upon water; clean water rushing in as fast as the dirty 
water streams away. This was the idea of John the 
Baptist when he said of Jesus: Of His fullness have all 
we received and grace for grace. Water in place of 
water: water replenishing water: water for water. 
Grace in place of grace: grace replacing and replenish- 
ing grace: grace for grace! 

And that was Paul’s idea precisely. God is able to 
make all grace abound toward you . . . that ye may 
abound. The real value of the reservoir lies in its ap- 
propriation and application to practical needs. The 
filthy must be cleansed: the gardens must be refreshed: 
the thirst of parched lips must be satisfied. God is able 
—so the words may be translated—to pour into your 
life the abundance of His grace so that you may enjoy 
all that you can possibly desire for yourself, and out of 
the overflow minister to the needs of others. 

Let those whose resources seem to be small take 
heart! My usefulness depends, not on my wealth or my 
talents or my personal qualities, but on the stores of 
grace that, through me, may flow into the lives that 
touch mine. 

That was a very striking thing that Jesus said con- 
cerning the loaves. It is the only occasion on which He 
resorted to statistics. When I brake the seven loaves 
among the four thousand, how many baskets full of 
fragments took ye up? And they said seven. 

And when I brake the five loaves among the five 
thousand, how many baskets full of fragments took ye 
up? And they said twelve. And he said unto them: How 
is it that ye do not understand? 

When He had the maximum number of loaves and 
the minimum number of people—seven loaves for 
four thousand—only seven baskets were gathered. But 
when He had the minimum number of loaves and the 
maximum number of people—five loaves for five thou- 
sand—there remained twelve baskets full! How is it, 
Jesus asked, that ye do not understand? Understand 
what? How is it, He means to say, that ye do not 
understand that, the smaller your resources, and the 
greater the demand upon those resources, the more 
abundant will be the overflow of the divine grace? 

And so I stand beside this reservoir and admire afresh 
the wonders of the provision that has been made for 
my daily need. All grace—all grace abounding—all 
grace always abounding—all grace always abounding to 
all sufficiency—all grace always abounding to all suffi- 
ciency in all things—all grace always abounding that I 
myself may also abound! 

However much I draw, there is always more avail- 
able—more and more and ever more. I am reminded of 
old Sam Duncannon, a sailor who, having retired from 
the sea, joined the staff of the Glasgow mission hall at 
which he had been converted. Sam made it his special 
work to collect attractive pictures that, he might dis- 
tribute them among the poor people living round the 
the mission hall. Before giving a picture away, he 
would paint or paste on it an appropriate motto or text. 
One evening he was deeply impressed by a hymn that 

(Continued on page 40) 
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Three-Fold Deliverance 





The fourth of a series of studies by the Editor on 
the conflict in the Seventh Chapter of Romans. 


“Who shall deliver me from the body of this death? I 
thank God through Jesus Christ our Lord” (Rom. 7: 
24, 25). 

The Holy Spirit came to dwell in the life of Paul. Im- 
mediately there were desires for perfect holiness. Im- 
mediately there came the awareness that perfect, un- 
mixed good is not possible as long as we are dwelling in 
the body of this death. The renewed heart cried out for 
deliverance, and the promise of God was given im- 
mediately. There is deliverance, and that deliverance 
is sure and certain. But in order for us to understand 
the true meaning of this text it is necessary to set it in 
its place with all that the Bible has to say about 
deliverance. And deliverance in the Scriptures is at 
least threefold. When we have understood this we shall 
understand how an individual who has come to long 
for perfect good can be delivered from the body of this 
death. 

First of all, the substitutionary death of the Lord 
Jesus Christ has delivered us completely from the pen- 
alty of sin. That is not the deliverance which is spoken 
of in our text, but it is the deliverance upon which all 
further deliverance must be based. We have covered 
this first phase of deliverance rather completely in our 
study of the earlier chapters of this epistle so we need 
do no more than summarize the teaching. It is to the 
effect that we were dead in trespasses and sins and that 
we merited nothing from God but condemnation and 
eterreal death, separation from Him forever. But the 
Lord Jesus Christ came upon the scene and stepped in 
between the wrath of God and the sinner who deserved 
to feel the stroke of that wrath, and Jesus took the blow 
of that divine wrath upon Himself in order to pay the 
penalty for us forever. Every demand that a holy God 
could make was fully met by the Lord Jesus Christ in 
His person and His work. All of the guilt of the be- 
liever was placed upon the Saviour by God the Father 
Himself, who made Christ redemption unto us (1 Cor. 
1:30). The death of the Son of God was caused by the 
Father who, in His divine justice struck Him in full 
outpouring of divine wrath against sin. Thus it was that 
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“it pleased the Lord to bruise him; he hath put him to 
grief” (Isa. 53:10), and the death of Christ was a plan- 
ned fact, since “He was delivered by the determinate 
counsel and foreknowledge of God” (Acts 2:23). 

This deliverance was not only negative, in that it took 
all of our sins and placed them upon the Saviour in His 
death, but it was also positive, in that it took the right- 
eousness of God and put it to our account, joining us to 
Christ in His resurrection, so uniting us to Him that God 
can look upon us even as He looks upon His Son. We 
have been made accepted in the Beloved (Eph. 1:6), 
and we have been “made the righteousness of God in 
Christ” (2 Cor. 5:21). It would be absolutely impossible 
for a holy God to have anything whatsoever against one 
whose sin has been placed on the Saviour and to whose 
account the righteousness of God has been placed. We 
have been justified. That is the deliverance which has 
been given unto us by the death of the Saviour on the 
cross. 

Secondly, as a result of the fruits of that work of the 
Lord Jesus Christ, we were seen by God to be joined 
to the risen Lord Jesus so that His resurrection life 
might be ours today by faith in the provision which has 
been made for our triumphant living. When the Lord 
Jesus Christ ascended into Heaven He sent forth the 
Holy Spirit to dwell within the hearts of believers and 
to make triumphant, victorious living possible. Beyond 
any question the Bible teaches that it is possible for a 
believer in the Lord Jesus Christ to live day by day 
without the outbreak of the Adamic sinfulness in deeds 
that violate the desires of God expressed in His loving 
commandments. As we have seen the seepage of the 
old nature is constantly with us, so that we need daily 
cleansing, and momentary cleansing; and there will be 
times when the Adamic nature does break out because 
of our lack of watchfulness and faithfulness, but the 
possibility of continued, uninterrupted fellowship with 
God is flatly taught in the Word of God, since we are 
told, “Walk in the Spirit and ye shall not fulfill the lust 
of the flesh” (Gal. 5:16). And the context of this pas- 
sage goes on to show the typical sins which shall be 
(note it does not say may be) overcome. “Now the 
works of the flesh are manifest, which are these; 
adultery, fornication, uncleanness, lasciviousness, idol- 
atry, witchcraft, hatred, variance, emulations, wrath, 
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factiousness, divisions, heresies, envyings, murders, 
drunkenness, revellings, and such like . . .” And then 
there follows one of the most solemn lines in the Word 
of God, for after the announcement of this list of the 
works of the flesh is the flat statement, “of the which I 
tell you before even as I have also told you in time 
past, that they which do such things shall not inherit 
the kingdom of God” (v. 19-21). And as though to nail 
the matter down and make it impossible to avoid the 
implications, the context still further states, “And they 
that are Christ’s have crucified the flesh with the affec- 
tions and lusts” (v. 24). 

All of this is most exceedingly solemn, and every one 
who is a professing believer should most carefully test 
his profession by this and other similar statements. 
There is deliverance from the power of the works of the 
flesh, and the mark of the true believer is that he has 
accepted that deliverance and is walking in it. About a 
quarter of a century ago I came across a little leaflet 
with a few paragraphs on this subject, and they ap- 
pealed to me so strikingly that I preserved them and 
wish to pass on a portion of this searching word to you. 

“There are, in all probability, a far greater number of 
nominal Christians on earth today than ever before. 
When we take into consideration the vast extensions 
which have been made in the boundaries of Christen- 
dom during the last century both at home and abroad, 
when we note the multiplication of ‘churches,’ semi- 
naries, Bible institutes, etc., when we attempt to calcu- 
late the millions who are members of the various sects 
and denominations, and then compare them (as far as 
is possible) with those of previous generations, we be- 
lieve we are quite safe in saying that there is a vastly 
larger number today who profess to be believers and 
followers of the Lord Jesus Christ than ever before. On 
the other hand, we sincerely doubt whether there ever 
was a time during the last nineteen centuries when 
there were such multitudes of men and women whose 
lives belie their lips, whose walk repudiates their talk. 

“Not only are there hundreds of thousands of those 
whose names are yet preserved on ‘church-rolls’ and 
‘registers’ who never attend a prayer-meeting and who 
are present at the [Sunday] services only once or twice 
each year, not only are there millions of professing 
Christians who rarely if ever read the Scriptures for 
themselves, and who are in total ignorance of its most 
elementary teachings, not only is it evident to any 
God-fearing man or woman with anointed eye that vain 
are the spiritual pretentions of the vast multitudes in 
Christendom who are ‘lovers of pleasure more than 
lovers of God’ (2 Tim. 3); but, it is greatly to be feared 
that many, very many of those who have considerable 
head knowledge of God’s truth, and who are regular 
attenders at preaching services, Bible conferences, etc., 
are, nevertheless, deceived souls. ‘There is a generation 
that are pure in their own eyes, and yet is not washed 
from their filthiness’ (Prov. 30:12). 


8 God rewards faithful work with more work 





“The mere fact that a man believes the Bible to be 
the Word of God, proves nothing: ‘The demons also be- 
lieve, and tremble’ (Jas. 2:19). That a person is sincere 
in regarding himself as on the road to Heaven proves 
nothing: ‘There is a way which seemeth right unto a 
man, but the end thereof are the ways of death’ (Prov. 
14:12). A man may have ‘all knowledge,’ faith to ‘re- 
move mountains,’ ‘bestow all [his] goods to feed the 
poor,’ yea, ‘give [his] body to be burned,’ yet if he has 
not love—that love which is expressed and manifested 
by obedience to Christ’s word (John 14:23)— then he 
is ‘nothing’ (1 Cor. 13:2), and if ‘nothing,’ certainly not 
a regenerated child of God. 

“A tree is known by its fruits. This is an infallible 
criterion, both in the natural and spiritual realm. ‘Even 
so every good tree bringeth forth good fruit; but a cor- 
rupt tree bringeth forth evil fruit’? (Mt. 7:17). The test 
for love of Christ is obedience to His commandment. 
Profession is proved or disproved by the daily walk. If 
a man has no love for spiritual things, he is devoid of a 
spiritual nature. If a man is in an utterly prayerless 
state, he has not received the spirit of adoption whereby 
the saved cries ‘Abba, Father.’ If a man is thoroughly 
wrapped up in the things of this world, then his eyes 
must be closed to the glories of Heaven, ‘For where your 
treasure is, there will your heart be also’ (Mt. 7:21). 


(Continued on page 46) 
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One of the most humiliating failures in a government project 
in modern times is that of the British groundnut (peanut) 
adventure in Africa. It was launched with great expectation. 
Millions of acres of wild land were to be converted to peanut 
growing to produce edible oils for Britain’s fat-hungry citizens. 
But the land turned out to be so full of quartz sand that 
plows and other implements rapidly wore out. The soil also 
has an iron t tent; I ample rains softened it 
at just the right time, the ground became so hard that the 
sprouts couldn’t push through it. Four years after the project 
was launched it cost over $100,000,000 and hadn't produced 
enough peanuts to equal the amount used for seed. The 
project had to be abandoned. But all of this could have been 
avoided if there had been good soil maps. It was the lack 
ef good maps that doomed the project. 





There is no lack of good soil maps for the human heart. 
The Lord tells us that we must receive the seed into good 
ground and not into rocky ground, shallow ground or thorny 
ground. Then we will have a harvest that is thirty, sixty or 
e@ hundred fold. It is all charted for us in the Word of God. 
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Letters to the early church against the background of their times 


The First Epistle of John 


CHAPTER THREE 
VERSES THIRTEEN TO SEVENTEEN 

Do not wonder, my brothers, if the 
world hates you. We know that we 
have passed over from the realm of 
death to that of life because we love 
our brothers. The one who does not 
love his brother remains in the realm 
of death. Everyone who hates his 
brother is a manslayer, and you know 
that such a one has not eternal life 
abiding in him. We have come to 
know what love is because He laid 
down his life on our behalf, and we 
should lay down our lives for our 
brethren. Whoever has this world’s 
goods and observes his brother in 
need, and shuts up his heart from 
him, how can God’s love abide in 
him? 

Love is the reflection of God in His 
creation. The rebel world which shuts 
out God shuts out love as it shuts out 
light. All that is left is hate and dark- 
ness, and it should cause the Christian 
no wonder that the denizens of hate 
and darkness should look on him as 
they once looked on his Lord. For 
solace he should turn inward, and 
contemplate the new society into 
which he has been born. There, says 
John, is love, love which flows from 
Calvary, sacrificial, merciful. 


We are thus faced with a challeng- °“ 


ing picture of the Church as it should 
be, a community knit by the bonds of 
love, of which membership,. indeed, 
has one sign and. certificate,-the love 
of Christ. outworked in practical 
brotherliness. It was a happy division 
of verse and chapter which gave the 
New Testament this second “John 
Three Sixteen.” And yet, lest Chris- 
tian love should lose itself in starry 
thoughts of martyrdom, John, as his 
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fashion is, brings it firm-footed to 
earth with a simple and practical il- 
lustration. A heart untouched by a 
brother’s need makes idle claim to 
love. The petty sacrifice and self- 
denial which no crowd cheers, and 
none see with applause, is more often 
the acid test of reality than the spec- 
tacular renunciation. 

Turning to detail, it remains to dis- 
cuss the abrupt introduction of the 
subject of murder, and thereby again 
the figure of Cain. We have several 
times had occasion to note in reading 
this letter that the accompanying 
Gospel throws light upon both its 
thought and its language. In Chapter 
Eight of his Gospel (vv. 37-47) John 
told an incident which appears to 
have been again in his mind when he 
penned the words we are now con- 
sidering. It is a typical exhibition of 
the world’s hatred, with the Jews of 
Jerusalem snarling hostility about 
Christ, and proceeding even to the 
ultimate wickedness of attempted 
murder. They claim, in the midst of 
it all, to be “Abraham’s children”; 
forgetting the long history of Israel 
they say they have never been “in 
bondage to any man”; indeed they 


have “one father, even God.” With 


language hard to parallel -in trench- 
ant scorn the Lord lays bare the hol- 


_lowness of their pretentions. “Ifyou 
ate Abraham’s children, act as Abra- 


ham did; but you seek to kill me. If 
God were indeed your Father you 
would. love me. Rather you: belong 


‘to your father the Devil and seek to 


do. his desires—he who was a mur- 
derer from the beginning.” 

It may be imagined t as John 
wrote of the two worlds, the world or 
realm of death from which the Chris- 


tian “has passed over” (v. 14), and 


the world of life into which by faith 


he has moved, he saw with some viv- 
idness in the mirror of memory the 
scene in Jerusalem almost a lifetime 
earlier. There they stood, the two 
races, the children of God, and the 
children of the Devil. Life and death, 
light and darkness, love and hatred, 
such were the antitheses. Cain (v. 12) 
was a murderer because he was of his 
father the Devil, seeking the fulfill- 
ment of his father’s lusts. The Jews, 
ranged against their rejected Messiah, 
were of the same fell ancestry, recog- 
nizable by their deeds. All history is 
the record of the twain, of those whose 
breath and touch is death, who strew 
the years with their million million 
slain, and of those whose vibrant life 
begets its like, whose ministration 
heals the bodies and souls of men, the 
salt of whose living preserves the 
world from corruption. 

Finally, there is a possibility that 
the reference to Cain touches one of 
the most diabolical heresies of the 
early centuries. Some authorities are 
of the opinion that the sect of the 
Cainites can be traced back to the end 
of the first century. This group of 
heretics taught some shocking doc- 
trines. Matter and its creator, they. 
maintained, were evil, and the revolt 
of Adam and Eve, the justifiable over- 
throw of a tyranny. It was, in fact, the 
beginning of man’s redemption, and 


‘Satan therefore a redeemer. With a 


hideous consistency they identified 


‘Jésus with the Old Testament tyrant 


and maintained that He justly. died for 
the.evil-He sought to establish. It fol- 
lowed that everything taught in the 
name of the God of the Bible was 
wrong. Cain, the Sodomites, Esau, 
Korah, and such were heroes to be 
emulated, and Judas a saint. What 
moral corruption flowed from’ such 
(Continued on page 39) 
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publishers that most of the mail that they receive 

concerning items that have appeared in their publi- 
cations are letters of criticism. People who like an 
article seldom take the trouble to write in and thank 
the editors for it; people whose corns are stepped on 
are the ones who cry out. It was with great joy, there- 
fore, that I noted that the letters commending me for 
the article “I Have Read the RSV,” which appeared in 
our June issue were far more than the criticisms. And 


|: is almost an axiom among newspaper and magazine 


only two people were so aroused that they cancelled ‘ 


their subscriptions. I even hope to point out to one of 
them that he misread my article and that his chief 
criticism was not valid. 

First of all, let me present some excerpts from letters 
that were commendatory. The Rev. Winthrop E. Rob- 
inson, pastor of the Prospect Ave. Baptist Church in 
Buffalo, N. Y., writes, “Thank you ever so much for 
your article . .. Everything that has come to hand writ- 
ten about the RSV has been eagerly read. Almost 
every article has given evidence of a priori judgment 
. .- I have been looking for an article that would be as 
objective as yours. I went back to your New Year’s 
Resolution to read it again and then re-read the RSV 
article. I especially noted your statements regarding 
the attitudes toward the new version because it was 
sponsored by the NCC. My heart said within me: ‘How 
wonderfully and realistically Dr. Barnhouse is living 
up to his New Year’s resolution.’ Praise God! Keep 
it up!” 

I certainly propose to obey the Word of God and to 
speak the truth in love at all times. B. N. Bengston 
from Hilmar, Calif., writes, “Congratulations on your 
article . . . You sounded like a Christian, like one who 
desires to speak the truth of Christ in the Spirit of 
Christ. Too many Evangelicals have vented their spleen, 
a spleen that born-again Christians ought never have 
within them, as they have castigated the new version, 
and damned its authors. This new version does have its 
weaknesses, but so do all the others. The Holy Spirit 
will determine whether it is to be useful or not. Let us 


10 The best way to please God is to believe His Word 


in Christian graciousness commend its good, seek to 
correct its faults and pray that God will use it to rich 
blessing, especially to those who are not acquainted 
with the rich English of King James.” 

This matter of acquaintance with the English of the 
Elizabethan period is an important one. One of our 
subscribers, whose handwriting seems to show ap- 
proaching age, is significant as it relates to the friends 
to whom she had given the RSV as a Christmas present. 
“Thank you so much for your article in defence of the 
RSV.” (It was not exactly an article in its defense, but 
an effort to be objective and fair about its good and 
bad points—Ed.). “I like it myself better than any other 
that I have read and gave some copies to my relatives 
who found the KJV too hard to understand in many 
portions and were not troubling to read it at all. They 
are reading the RSV that I gave them for Christmas 
gifts. But I wondered if I did something wrong when 
I heard decided objections to the RSV, so your article 
was a great relief to me.” 

Beyond question the RSV is causing tens of thousands 
of people who did not read the KJV to go back to the 
Bible. Look at the facts. The Bible is probably read 
most by people who call themselves fundamental. Most 
of these have condemned the RSV utterly. Therefore 
the sale of 2,048,766 copies in the first seven months 
with back orders of 368,400 constitutes one of the great- 
est Bible distributions among people who are not pri- 
marily attached to fundamental groups that could be 
imagined in our modern day. And, as a matter of fact, 
when these people open the pages of this book and read, 
they are going to find the same old Gospel that was 
loved by our ancestors. 

Think of the following words coming to the heart of 
some one who had been unwilling to read the KJV. 
“For he grew up before him like a young plant, and 
like a root out of dry ground; he had no form or come- 
liness that we should look at him, and no beauty that 
we should desire him. He was despised and rejected 
by men; a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief; 
and as one from whom men hide their faces he was 
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despised, and we esteemed him not. Surely he has borne 
our griefs and carried our sorrows; yet we esteemed 
him stricken, smitten by God, and afflicted. But he 
was wounded for our transgressions, he was bruised 
for our iniquities; upon him was the chastisement that 
made us whole, and with his stripes we are healed. All 
we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned every 
one to his own way; and the Lord has laid on him the 
iniquity of us all.” 

Letters received criticizing my article on the RSV 
total exactly five. The one that caused me the most 
sorrow was from a man in Pennsylvania. My sorrow 
comes from the evident sincerity of the man, and I am 
writing him, pleading that he read this present article, 
and that he pay especially attention to the report of the 
Christian and Missionary Alliance from which I am 
quoting excerpts later in this article. The dear man 
writes, “For over a year I have heard your broadcasts, 
and of course I also received Eternity magazine. But 
in your June issue you come out in lavish praise (It 
really was not lavish at all—Ed.), in your article, ‘I 
have read the RSV,’ and for this reason I am severing 
all relations and connection with you and your pro- 
gram, effective immediately. This is not a hasty deci- 
sion, for I read your article three times to be sure I 
correctly understood what you were trying to convey. 
And I have also prayed on the matter all week. This 
is my decision (I feel I was led of my Lord and Saviour 
Jesus Christ). I wish to cancel my subscription to 
ETERNITY magazine, because I can no longer have con- 
fidence in you or your teachings since you are so strong 
on the RSV. This has taught me one valuable lesson: 
Too much dependence can be placed on man. You try 
by words to place the reader on the ‘critic’ side by 
implying that they are twisting the words to suit their 
own ends. You try to place them on the defensive by 
saying . . . ‘Do they know Greek and Hebrew?’ I need 
no Greek or Hebrew to tell me when Joseph becomes 
‘the Father of Jesus’ (and his parents .. . etc.). When 
the Lord Jesus Christ is limited, I want no part of it. 
The authors and their records speak for themselves. 
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Well, Dr. Barnhouse, I’m sorry we must part under 
these circumstances, but I know this: I resign imme- 
diately. I no longer desire to be a radio partner. And 
please cancel my subscription to ErerNiTy magazine, at 
once. You can’t avoid proving to be a stumbling block 
to someone, somewhere, and I pray that the Lord have 
mercy on you.” 

The obvious sincerity of this brother leads me to hope 
that he may understand my true position. I believe, of 
course, that the Lord Jecus Christ was born into this 
world without a human father, and that He was eter- 
nally a member of the Godhead. The one criticism that 
this brother makes is that the RSV ‘es Joseph the 
father of Jesus. I took the trouble tc -zad every passage 
in the Gospels that refer to Joseph, in “he KJV, the 
ASV and the RSV. Joseph, husband of Mary is men- 
tioned seven times in Matthew. There are no differ- 
ences in any of these seven passages in any of the three 
versions. The name of this Joseph is found six times in 
Luke’s Gospel in the KJV, and four times in the ASV 
and the RSV. The two instances where the KJV alone 
carries the name of Joseph (2:33, 43) are not faithful 
translations of the Greek. The Companion Bible (with 
notes on the KJV) carries at this point the reference 
“All the text read ‘His parents.’” 

Now let us examine this question from two points of 
view. Do we need to bolster up the divine parentage 
of the Lord Jesus by following the false translation of 
the KJV? Were the translators of the KJV honorable 
and honest in this patent error? Can we honestly at- 
tack the translators of the RSV for their error of trans- 
lating almah by “young woman” instead of “virgin” if 
we are going to defend the translators of the KJV for 
translating ho pater autou kai he mater autou by 
“Joseph and his mother,” instead of “his father and his 
mother” in Luke 2:33; and hoi goneis autou by “Joseph 
and his mother” instead of “his parents”? In the Gospel 
of John, Joseph is mentioned twice, and all versions 
agree. But it may be astounding to our brother to hear 
that both of these references in the Gospel of John call 
Jesus the Son of Joseph in the King James Version 
(1:45; 6:42). But this use of the phrase has never hurt 
the doctrine of Jesus’ true parentage, and neither will 
the return to the true Greek of Luke. 

The four other letters of criticism which I have re- 
ceived are from dear women who have, by internal 
evidence, all read the same leaflet that has been widely 
circulated against the RSV and which consists mainly 
of attacks on the translators rather than a valid criti- 
cism of the translation. I do not propose at this point 
to go into an appraisal of the character, conduct, or 
beliefs of the translators. I do not have adequate ma- 
terial for such a critique. I have confined my remarks 
to the translation only. Let me ask a question of you. 
If you were traveling in Italy, for example, and were 

(Continued on page 37) 


When did you last spend half an hour alone with your Bible? 11 








In 1890 the scholarly world repu- 
diated the authenticity of the book of 
the Acts on the ground that it was 
filled with inaccuracies. William Ram- 
say (later knighted by Edward VII for his great scholas- 
tic achievements) converted through a verse in the 
Acts that he proved to be topographically and geo- 
graphically inerrant (Acts 14:5-7), turned his vast learn- 
ing to the field of Paul's journeys. and brushed aside 
the objections of the sceptics with his resounding 
proofs of the truth and accuracy of the third Gospel 
and the book of Acts. 

His lectures on the story of that achievement have 
just been reprinted by Baker Book House under the title of 
The Bearing of Recent Discovery on the Trustworthiness 
of the New Testament (Eternity Book Service $4.50). 
Rhoda. the Slave Girl. is the thirteenth chapter of that 
book. 

Baker Book House has also reissued two other vol- 
umes of Sir William Ramsay—Thbe Cities of St. Paul 
($4.00) and St. Paul the Traveller and Roman Citizen 
($3.50). 





Tue writer’s view is that Luke has always a definite 
purpose in mentioning any individual—a purpose bear- 
ing on the plan of his history, and not a mere desire for 
literary effect. The case of the slave-girl Rhoda in Acts 
12 may seem to be an exception. It may be thought that 
the details of her action are recorded only for their pic- 
turesque and literary value. While Luke was certainly 
quite sensible of this value, he has another purpose in 
view. He knows the very inmost feelings in Rhoda’s 
mind, her joy as she heard the voice of Peter, her 
fluttering eagerness which defeated her own desire by 
leaving Peter in the street in danger of discovery while 
she ran into the inner house to tell the news, her confi- 
dence that she was right while the others disbelieved 
her and thought she was mad. This is the way in which 
Luke intimates to us that he had himself talked to 
Rhoda, and had her own evidence to go upon. Only from 
her, or from someone who took a warm personal interest 
in her, could he have learned these details;.and there 
was no one who would interest himself in the slave- 
girl’s emotions, and treasure up such information -to 
retail to Luke. We have here personal recollection, 
narrated to Luke by the maid herself, and caught by his 
sympathetic and appreciative mind. 

Incidentally, we notice here the close and friendly re- 
lation between the slave-girl and the family and its 
friends. Rhoda knows Peter’s voice, is full of joy at 
hearing it, forgets in her joy her duty as a servant, and 
runs in-to impart the glad news to the family as a 
friend. She is in the most real sense a part of the house- 
hold, fully sharing in the anxieties and the joys of the 
family, knowing the family’s friends as her own friends. 
It is impossible to judge ancient society and life from the 
proper point of view, unless this unity of the household 
is fully appreciated. 
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Rhoda the Slave-girl 


By SIR WILLIAM RAMSAY 


The siory of Peter’s release from prison is palpitating 
with life. There is nothing quite so picturesque, after a 
ceriain fashion, in the whole of Luke’s work as this 
scene: but the fashion is not exactly that of Luke’s pic- 
tures generally. This scene stands apart by itself, just 
as the Eihiopian scene also stands alone. Some special 
authority was followed by Luke in each case for one 
scene and no more. The ultimate authority for the facts 
of Peter’s escape was, necessarily, himself. No other 
had seen the facts. No other person could tell what 
thoughts, and what confusion, filled Peter’s mind. No 
one heard his soliloquy, when the angel left him in the ° 
street. But the description of the scene was not got by 
Luke from Peter’s lips: it has all the character of a 
narrative by a spectator, who was present in Mary’s 
house and listened with eager interest and retentive 
memory to his hurried account of his deliverance. The 
listener’s attention, of course, was concentrated on 
Peter; and the apostle’s narrative was brief and con- 
fined to the facts which were most important in his 
hearers’ estimation and his own. He had already lost 
some valuable minutes while Rhoda was talking with 
the incredulous people inside and maintaining that Peter 
himself was at the door. His escape might be noticed at 
any moment, an alarm raised, and strict search made 
for the fugitive. 

Accordingly, when he is relating all that had hap- 
pened, neither does Peter tell, nor do the hearers ask, 
what the two soldiers watching in his cell were doing, 
what the two sets of sentinels on guard outside the cell 
—“the first and the second ward”—were doing, whether 
all were asleep. We gather later that the escape was not 
discovered until the next morning. As Peter had been 
roused from sound sleep by a blow on his side, and was 
as in a dream throughout the whole escape, and only 
awoke to full consciousness after he was clear of the 
prison and the angel had left him, his account would 
naturally take little notice of surrounding circum- 
stances, and be restricted to the facts that had most 
strongly impressed him; he saw nothing else, and was 
conscious only of those urgent facts, and that-in a dim 
and half-dreamy fashion: No questions were put to him 
by any of his hearers on those other circumstances, or, 
if put (which is extremely improbable), they were not 
answered: although information about them might be 
useful in view of his escape from Jerusalem and the 
chances of immediate pursuit. It was sufficient for the 
little crowd of listeners'to have a clear conception of the 
really important factors in the situation—the distress of 
the Church in the prospect of losing its most influential 
and guiding spirit: the earnést prayers of its members: 
the wonderful deliverance by “a messenger of the Lord” 
at the very moment when those prayers were being 
made most insistently and distressfully in the last night 
before the execution. These are the features set clearly 
and strongly before the reader in the whole narrative, 
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and only one of them, viz., the deliverance, belongs to 
Peter himself or could originate from him. His story is. 
in the strictest sense, only subsidiary to the greater story 
of the Church’s need; and it is placed before us from 
that point of view. 

In short, as has been said, we have here the authorita- 
tive statement of a Christian who listened to Peter, and 
had prayed for Peter. But the circumstances were such 
as to impress Peter’s' words indelibly on the memory of 
his hearers: we have the scene before us in all its in- 
tensity and anxiety, yet in every stage deliberate and 
unhurried. Even Peter’s dressing is described point by 
point; he and his, guide move on in the light, but the 
light shines in darkness, and all that does not concern 
their acts from moment to moment is shrouded in the 
darkness. 

The narrator was Rhoda. Luke had listened to her. 
He’ had doubtless heard the tale from others, e.g., from 
Jchn Mark, perhaps, when they were together in Rome 
(Colossians 4; Philemon) or elsewhere. Probably he 
heard Rhoda tell the story in the house of Mary, and 
in the presence of other witnesses who could corrobo- 
rate or correct her. But she needed no correction. It 
was the great event of her life, and she told it in that 
striking fashion in which we read it. Luke recognized 
that her narrative gave the true spirit of the scene; and 
he used the narratives of others only as subsidiary. 

If we are right in this interpretation 


eye-witnesses, and absolutely honest, truthful witnesses. 
What is its value? what are its defects? It is obvious, 
on the surface, that we in one sense do not know 
exactly what happened in the prison, but that much is | 
enveloped in obscurity, and observed almost in a dream; 
and that in another sense we know on the very best 
evidence all the really important and critical facts of 
the case. 

As has been said, Peter’s escape is described to us 
by Luke in words closely approximating those in 
which the fugitive narrated it to the group of the saints 
at Mary’s door within an hour after it occurred. It 
would be difficult to find any narrative of an escape 
from prison better authenticated, or related amid cir- 
cumstances which exclude more absolutely the suppo- 
sition either of-falsification, or of the growth of legend. 
The description of the scene at the house must con- 
vince the unprejudiced judge, who examines the evi- 
dence critically, that Luke had listened to the story as 
it was related in the presence of several other witnesses 
of the scene by Rhoda herself, and that he intends to 
convey to his readers that he had been in ihe house and 
heard the story there. 

In the story we ‘hear not a word about the conduct 
of the guards, of whom three sets had to be passed. 
Were they, so to say, hypnotized by the angel, or 
drugged, or bribed? Did Peter and the messenger pass 

among them without ‘being visible? 
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deliverance lies before us almost in 


naturally cannot be entertained 


his very words and certainly in the 
exact details of the facts, as they were 
described within an hour after they 
occurred by the one man who knew 
them. This has a most important 
bearing on the trustworthiness of the 
Acts. There is no room here for in- 
vention or for the growth of legend. 

eonle were too eager: the need was 
too great: no one could do anything 
except under the overvowering ur- 
gency of the danger. All the persons 
who played a part in the scene were 
compelled by the circumstances to 
be themselves for the moment, and 
to strip off all pretence and regard 
for outward appearance. Eripitur per- 
sona: manet res. 

That this interpretation is the true 
one must be felt by every one who 
has the literary and the historic sense 


When Peter was delivered from 
prison he went to the house 
where many were gathered for 
prayer for his release. 

And as Peter knocked at the door 
of the gate, a damsel came to 
harken, named Rhoda. 

And when she knew Peter’s voice, 
she opened not the gate for glad- 
ness, but ran in, and told how Peter 
stood before the gate. 

And they said unto her, Thou art 
mad. But she constantly affirmed 
that it was even so. Then said they, 
It is his angel. 

But Peter continued knocking: 
and when they had opened the 
door, and saw him, they were 
astonished. 

Acts 12:13-16 
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where so many were concerned, all 
bound by their duty to be vigilant 
and all responsible for their vigilance 
with their life. Under the head of 
hypnotism we may include any and 
every kind of superhuman influence 
which prevented the guards from ob- 
serving what was going on. The 
divine power, if we adopt the theory 
that the deliverance was accom- 
plished in a supernatural manner, 
acts through natural means so far as 
possible; and there must have been 
some reason evident to an observer 
why the guards did not take notice 
of what was going on, not even of the 
opening of the outer gate, until the 
morning. 

Peter’s story explains in part why 
he observed so little, and why the 
circumstances are left so obscure. He 


for reality. Luke, according to his custom, gives the 
story of his informants with an added touch of literary 
skill, but never such a touch as to disturb the sim- 
plicity and the vivid rush and hurry of the original; 
and Rhoda is the main authority. ma 

Now, given this tale, based on this supremely ex- 
cellent testimony, related to Luke thirteen years after 
the event, and, doubtless, often related in the interval, 
what are we to make of it? We have here a test case 
of the worth of the class of evidence on which (as I 
believe) ultimately the whole three Synoptic Gospels 
rest, as well as much of Acts: the evidence is that of 


was wakened out of sleep—evidently a deep sleep— 
by a blow on the side; but he was still in such a con- 
fused, half-awakened state, that he believed all was 
a dream, until out in the street he found himself alone, 
after the “messenger of God” had disappeared. Then 
at last the cold night air and the continuous exercise 
restored his faculties, and he began to review the situa- 
tion. He was a practical man, not an observer and 
s udent of psychical phenomena. He misses out what 
would interest the man of scientific temper: “when he 
was come to himself he said, ‘Now I know of a truth, 
(Continued on page 41) 
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EDITORIALS 


Our Great God and Saviour 


Realism In Korea 


Speaking The Truth In Love 
The Spiritual Oneness of Believers 


RSV AND THE LORD 

There has been a great deal writ- 
ten about the passages in the Bible 
in which the translators of the RSV 
have seemed to lower the position 
of Christ. The most obvious of these 
have been flaunted before the public 
in every possib’e way. 

I have not seen any writing which 
points to the passages where the 
doctrine of the deity of our Lord 
Jesus Christ is enhanced by the new 
translation. Yet there are such 
passages. My attention has been 
ealled to two of these by Professor 
Bruce M. Metzger, of Princeton 
Theological Seminary. 

The KJV of 2 Peter 1:1 reads, 
“‘to them that have obtained like 
precious faith with us through the 
righteousness of God and our Sav- 
iour Jesus Christ.’’ The venerable 
men of the seventeenth century 
read the Greek in such a way that 
they put before us two persons of 
the Godhead as being the source of 
our justification in divine righteous- 
ness, 

The RSV has altered this to speak 
of the Lord Jesus Christ alone. 
There we read, ‘‘To those who have 
obtained a faith of equal standing 
with ours in the righteousness of our 
God and Saviour Jesus Christ.’’ 
Only in the footnote do they give 
the alternate rendering. Here the 
translators had a clear option be- 
tween two translations and chose the 
one which exalted the Lord Jesus to 
absolute deity. The Greek syntax 
would permit either rendering. Fur- 
thermore, the ‘‘faith of equal stand- 
ing with ours,’’ is a wonderful 
stroke against Roman Catholic pre- 
tensions, coming as it does from 
Peter. 
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The same heightening of the posi- 
tion of Christ is to be found in the 
RSV translation of Titus 2:13. The 
old KJV reads, ‘‘Looking for that 
blessed hope and the glorious ap- 
pearing of the great God and our 
Saviour Jesus Christ. The new RSV 
reads, ‘‘awaiting our blessed hope, 
the appearing of the glory of our 
great God and Saviour Jesus 
Christ.’’ Again the alternate read- 
ing is relegated to the footnote. 

Professor Metzger has also called 
my attention to an article by Pro- 
fessor LaSor of Fuller Theological 
Seminary, justifying the disputed 
translation of Isaiah 7:14, and to 
thé 1913 Baptist Improved Edition 
of the Bible, chiefly noted for the 
omission of the word “‘baptize’’ and 
the use of the word ‘‘immerse,’’ but 
which also translates almah by 
‘‘young woman’’ instead of ‘‘vir- 
gin.’’ I have the highest regard for 
the conservative position of the 
Southern Baptist denomination and 
of Professor LaSor of Fuller, even 
though I still believe that the weight 
of the evidence indicates that the 
word ‘‘virgin’’ should have been 
used. 


KOREAN DEBACLE 


When a Christian who knows the 
general outline of Bible prophecy 
looks at the world scene, and the 
pitiful floundering of those who are 
in charge of making the decisions, 
there is a feeling of great sorrow 
that would overwhelm if it were 
not realized that the Lord is su- 
preme and that all things will work 
out to the praise of His glory. But, 
lest there be false hopes, let us 
realize that a truce in Korea will 
not bring peace. Men ery, ‘‘ Peace! 
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peace! when there is no peace’’ 
(Jer. 6:14). 

There are newspaper editors who 
are writing against Rhee and the 
South Koreans as being ‘‘unrealis- 
tic.’’ It is absurd, they say, for 
Rhee to think of keeping up with 
the fight without support of the 
West. It is absurd from a military 
point of view, but certainly it 
would be far better for men to die 
than to submit. Macaulay, in his 
‘*Horatius at the Bridge,’’ says 

For how can men die better than fac- 

ing fearful odds 

For the ashes of their fathers and the 

temples of their gods. 
That is no more than a projection 
into the mentality of pagan Rome, 
but it will do for pagan Korea, and 
much more for the Christians in 
that land. 

American foreign policy has been 
a Devilish thing during this past 
generation. We have sold out again 
and again to the sinister powers of 
darkness which center in the Krem- 
lin. I believe that we will see great 
frustration, that we will come to 
believe that all the Allied dead in 
Korea died in vain. And this is be- 
cause men in authority do not have 
the foresight to realize that only 
one possible course of action could 
sueceed in Korea—namely a flat 
ultimatum to the Chinese to with- 
draw beyond the Yalu and to leave 
Korea entirely, with the announce- 
ment that full atomic war would be 
made on all the cities of the Chinese 
mainland if full acceptance was not 
given within forty-eight hours. Such 
acceptance probably would not be 
given. Then there would have to be 
the destruction of Mukden, Port 
Arthur, the Chinese bases on the 
borders of Indo China, and so on. 
They would give in within a week. 
But sentimentalists say that it is 
wrong to use the atomic bomb be- 
cause it has the force of fifty 
thousand tons of other explosive. 
Instead, they justify using one 
thousand tons a day each fifty days. © 

If an armistice is signed, I hope 
that some good cartoonist will draw 
a picture of a pack of dogs, each 
labeled with the name of one of the 
Allied nations, and each with its 
tail between its legs, turning away 
from a fat Chinese general who is 
holding his sides to keep his laugh- 
ter from hurting him. And if one 
looks under the foot of the Com- 
munist general, the ooze of destroyed 
churehes and slaughtered Christians 
will be seen. 
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EXPANSION 

It is with deep humility and pro- 
found gratitude to our Lord that I 
am able to record further steps in 
the expansion of the work the Lord 
has entrusted to us. The Evangelical 
Foundation (a non-profit corpora- 
tion without endowment which 
exists for the purpose of carrying 
on the various phases of our work) 
is the publisher of Eternity, the 
sponsor of The Bible Study Hour, 
the backer of the projects for audio- 
visual work in Portable Church 
Services and in the motion picture 
films which we have begun to make 
for eventual television showing as 
well as for release to churches. 

All of this work has brought 
about a continuing growth of our 
staff under the general direction of 
Paul Hopkins, Executive Secretary 
of the Foundation. 

We are now delighted to announce 
that Russell T. Hitt, formerly of 
Chicago, is joining the permanent 
staff of the Foundation, and that he 
will take up his work with us this 
month. 

Well-known in Christian circles, 
Mr. Hitt was director of public re- 
lations for the Moody Bible Insti- 
tute for nine years, leaving the work 
of the Institute at the time of the 
death of Dr. Will Houghton. Dur- 
ing the past few years Mr. Hitt has 
been news editor of Christian Life 
magazine, having been responsible 
for its growth and development in 
the gathering and presentation of 
news of interest to Christian people. 

Mr. Hitt received a bachelor of 
arts degree from the University of 
Michigan and a master of science 
(in journalism) degree from North- 
western University’s Medill School 
of Journalism. He studied briefly 
at the University of Paris (Sor- 
bonne) while serving on the staff 
of the Paris edition of the New York 
Herald Tribune. Before entering 
full-time Christian work he also 
served on the staffs of the Detroit 
Free Press, Detroit Times, and Los 
Angeles Express. 

Mr. Hitt now brings all of his 
talents and gifts to the work of the 
Foundation with the title of Execu- 
tive Editor of Erernity. He will 
establish a news coverage for ETsr- 
nity that will enlarge our magazine 
and make it second to none in the 
news field, while it will still retain 
all its features of Bible study which 
have made it unique. Mr. Hitt will 
also travel to various parts of the 
country on behalf of our work, ar- 
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ranging Bible conferences at which 
I shall be speaking. 

We earnestly solicit the prayers 
of all our increasing family, and 
trust that we will be able to serve 
your spiritual interests as never 
before. 


DOUGLAS BELL 

The publishers of this magazine 
have lost a member of the Board of 
Directors, and I, especially, have lost 
a dear friend, in the home-going of 
Douglas M. Bell who was called to 
be with the Lord on June 5th. 

Doug had retired when he was 
about forty, and had started to 
spend the rest of his life fishing. 
Then the Lord saved him, and dur- 
ing the past four years his witness 
was such that he left a profound 
impression on churches, and on the 
town of Bradenton, Florida. He had 
become a member of the Board of 
Directors of the Evangelical Foun- 
dation, and was expecting to sail 
for Tangier in September to take 
over the work of Field Treasurer 
for the North Africa Mission. 

After his first heart attack the day 
before he died, he came back to com- 
plete consciousness and said to his 
wife, ‘‘Marge, this is it.’? When 
she told him that the Lord wasn’t 
through with him yet he answered, 
‘*Don’t you dare call a prayer meet- 
ing and pray to keep me here in 
this world, and maybe have me 
spend the rest of my life a hopeless 
invalid. Don’t you mix your human 
will in it. Just pray that His will 
be done. If it is His will for me to 
go, I’m ready and eager, and I 
know He’ll take care of you. If it 
isn’t His will for me to go—do you 
think anything could take me?’’ 
And that was the divine logic that 
prevailed. 

When Mrs. Bell was called back 
to the hospital in the middle of the 
night she found four nurses and a 
doctor working on him. She wrote, 
‘‘When it would get really bad, I’d 
lean close and whisper that the Lord 
was right there, strengthening and 
maintaining him—and the minute I 
mentioned the Lord’s name, he 
would relax and the most beautiful 
expression would come over his face 
. . . When he finally slipped away 
it was so easy and happy, I thought 
he had passed the crisis and fallen 
asleep.’’ He had fallen asleep in 
Jesus; the body was asleep, but 
Doug Bell was alive forever more. 

We had driven thousands of miles 
together on one of my western trips, 
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and I had grown to love him greatly 
in the Lord, It is a loss for all of us. 

Perhaps the truest thing about his ’ 
going was spoken by his daughter, 
Carolyn, who had been graduated ° 
from High School the night before. 
‘‘He expected to go to Africa, and 
he has just gone on a journey 
farther than he expected. And, 
Mother, he expected us to join him 
after a while, and we will!’’ That 
is the true picture of death for 
those who are in Christ Jesus. The 
prayers of us all are with Mrs. Bell, 
Doug Jr., and Carolyn. 


CONSCIENCE 


We are not saved by following 
our consciences. We are saved by 
the expiatory work of the Lord 
Jesus Christ. We may not even 
hold, properly, that conscience is a 
safe guide; for our guide must be 
the Word of God, illuminated by 
the Holy Spirit. But we do have 
consciences, and they must be kept 
tender before God so that He can 
speak to us at any moment. If we 
allow our consciences to be har- 
dened, they will become callous. 
Only a complete surrender to every 
delicate call of conscience as the 
Holy Spirit speaks to the soul can 
keep the believer in intimate and 
full fellowship with the Lord. 

The other day I got a letter from 
a missionary who is with the Wy- 
cliffe translators in Mexico. It was 
dated June lst. I am going to share 
it with my chureh and the Eternity 
family for it is an illustration that 
believers need to have burned into 
them in these days of laxity. 

‘‘This is a very personal matter 
and something that has been bother- 
ing me for a long time—in fact 
since the. time { drove you around 
in Mexico (in December last). I 
think you might remember one time 
something was said about the B.A. 
degree when we were returning in 
my car from Cuernavaca. I said 
that that wasn’t much; I had one 
too. I intended to say in the next 
breath, ‘Born Again.’ But you took 
it so seriously I somehow couldn’t. 
I intended to tell you the next morn- 
ing but didn’t get a chance. I 
haven’t a B.A. from any school. 
Trust you will understand how this 
all came about and forgive me for 
misleading you—or did I? I know 
the important thing is not your for- 
giveness alone but the Lord’s— 
I have that, therefore I have to ask 
yours too. This may not seem much 
to you, but it is to me.”’ 








As I read this letter prayerfully 
I thanked God for His way of deal- 
ing with souls. The man had not 
misled me, I understood immedi- 
ately what he was talking about, 
and had known that his preparation 
had been through Bible school and 
not through college. But the won- 
derful thing is the way the process 
of the Lord’s working can be seen 
in this letter. The night of the in- 
cident he had evidently prayed 
about it—he was ready to speak 
about it the next morning but did 
not get the chance. More than five 
months passed and then the letter 
had to be written. There was a tiny, 
tiny shadow on his fellowship with 
the Lord. When he wrote to me, the 
shadow was gone. 

I havé seen an article by this mis- 
sionary published in a journal of 
linguistics, and ‘know’ his compe- 
tenee in the- work that he is doing. 
But the letter that he has written 
me is more important than his lin- 
guistic competence. A man who can 
live that- close to the Lord is going 
to be used ‘by the Lord, and more 
than many a B.A., M.A., or Ph.D. 

Ask yourself if your conscience 
is that sensitive to the voice of the 
Holy Spirit. Ask yourself if you 
have nothing more grave than this 
to make right with others. 

And knowing that this missionary 
is doing his work on a financial 
shoe-string, I have been delighted to 
take a special offering for him in 
our church. May the delicacy of his 
eonscience be an abrasive on your 
conscience. 


CODE FOR JOURNALISTS 


The cardina!s and archbishops of 
the. Roman Catholic Chureh in 
Franee recently addressed a state- 
ment to Catholic journalists which 
has some points that are so fine that 
they can be read by all Christians 
with profit. There are parts of the 
statement, however, which express 
the s“preme absolutism and. final 
authority of the church, and the ex- 
pression is in the arrogant tone 
which vsvally earries such claims. 
Therefore, we print only enough of 
this to furnish the context for that 
whieh is good. 

**Obviously the Chureh considers 
it reasonable for men to hold differ- 
ent points of view. So long as the 
sacred commands of faith and morals 
are respected and obeyed, there is 
room for the expression of individ- 
ual ideas, inclinations and views. But 
it is essential that this expression 
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shovld not encroach upon the 
province of the Hierarchy, and that 
a faithful echo should be given to 
all its directives, especially as re- 
gards its pastoral mission, Catholic 
Action and social action. It is es- 
sential, moreover, for the Catholic 
journalist who intends to speak 
specifically to the clergy, or to mem- 
bers of Catholic Action, the imme- 
diate collaborators of the Hierarchy, 
to do so only with the Hierarchy’s 
consent and approval. Jt is also 
important that, in expressing his 
personal opinion, the Catholic 
journalist should not identify it 
with the truth, to the detriment of 
the virtue of humility, and that he 
should not underestimate the opin- 
ions of others, to the detriment of 
the virtue of charity. He should love 
even while he disagrees. He will then 
know how to avoid suspicions, pro- 
longed and bitter controversies, the 
most probable result of which is to 
sow dissension in the ranks of the 
clergy and the faithful. He will 
know how to discover expressions 
that enlighten without blinding, 
that strike home without wounding. 
Finally, he will know how to discern 
in the ideas of others, above and 
beyond exaggerations and errors, 
the measure of truth that brings 
men closer together and unites 
them.’’ 

The italics are mine, and as I have 
been preparing this Editorial I have 
been holding these ideals before my- 
self and all that work on this maga- 
zine, and praying that all who have 
anything to do with Protestant 
journalism might prayerfully medi- 
tate this most excellent code. Taken 
out of its original framework and 
applied to us as Christians, who are 
commanded by the Lord to speak the 
truth in love, there could be no bet- 
ter rule to follow. 

It would give me great pleasure 
(and I think it would. please the 
Lord) to see this italicized portion 
widely copied in evangelical publi- 
cations. 





In 
Syracuse, N. Y. 
In August 





Pray for 
BILLY GRAHAM 
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ONENESS 


The oldest U.S.-born Siamese 
twins, Margaret and Mary Gibb, 41, 
were wheeled into a Boston oper- 
ating room recently for the removal 
of Margaret’s abdominal tumor. 
Because they are joined at the base 
of the spine at an angle, both had 
to be strapped to operating tables, 
one level, one tilted. Because they 
have a common blood system, both 
had to be anesthetized, but only 
Margaret suffered postoperative 
pain and shock. The operation was 
successful and both are doing fine. 

As I read this item in the daily 
press I thought of the way that be- 
lievers are spiritually joined to- 
gether. We are members of His 
body’ (Eph. 1:23; Col. 1:18; ete.). 
The Bible uses as an illustration of 
the relationship between fellow be- 
lievers that of the single, normal 
body, the relationship between the 
hand and the foot. But it helped me 
to think of this union between the 
two sisters that bound them im such 
a way that if one suffered the other 
literally suffered. 

How we should react to the needs 
of other believers. How we should 
consider their welfare. How neces- 
sary for Siamese twins not to fight 
with each other, not to disagree 
violently. How impossible for both 
to have their own way and go in 
opposite directions. As they grew 
together through the years it be- 
came necessary for each to establish 
a system of yieldedness to the will 
of the other so that they might be 
in perfect agreement on each step 
that should be taken. If only it were 
possible for believers to think of one 
another in such a manner. Then we 
would know what it means to prefer 
one another, and to esteem other 
better than self (Phil. 2:3). 

Spiritually speaking the union be- 
tween believers is, positionally speak- 
ing, the same as that between Siam- 
ese twins. But it is necessary for 
the Lord to exhort us to spiritual 
oneness. We are one—therefore, we 
should be one. But alas! our posi- 
tional oneness often does not affect 
our practical oneness. We act, fre- 
quently, as though we did not have 
the same spiritual blood stream, 
were free to go our own selfish way. 
But this course of action must have 
its spiritual ill-effect upon us. We 
must ever study to be spiritually one 
with all who are truly born the 
second time. 


ETERNITY 





® 


- 2oe BO Rad ome 


“ee BPO Ow BP ee 1 Se eH OO er 1 HO Se O&O ®D 


= lhl Oe a aS 6S.lCUM 


ad 


——~— —_— SS "= 


THOUGHTS FROM EZEKIEL 37 





WALTER L. 


The prophecy contained in this chapter is character- 
ized by six unusual facts. These six facts are true of 
every genuine prophecy in the Scripture. I will mention 
them briefly so that you may be assured that the story 
of the dry bones is, indeed, a genuine prophecy which 
could come only from the mind and heart of God. 

1. This prophecy is outside the realm of human cal- 

culation. 

. It is above the possibility of human collusion. 

. It is beyond all possible coincidence. 

. It is impossible of human comprehension. 

. It is outside the realm of human collaboration. 

. It is beyond the possibility of human concoction. 

Let us notice that God reaches down into each of the 
five great kingdoms in order to find an illustration of 
Israel’s decadence. In the mineral kingdom, we read 
that the gold became dim (Lam. 4:1). In the vegetable 
kingdom, the green tree became dry (Ezek. 17:24). In 
the animal kingdom, Israel is described as a backsliding 
heifer (Hos. 4:16). In the human kingdom, the bones 
are very dry as found in Ezekiel 37. In the celestial 
kingdom, we read that Israel’s sun had gone down 
(Jer. 15:9). 

We shall consider together verse by verse the story 
contained in this unusual chapter. We are impressed at 
once with the fact that God wants us to consider the 
state of Israel. The hand of the Lord took Ezekiel to 
this valley and the Spirit of the Lord directed him to 
examine the bones. He was in the Spirit when this hap- 
pened. Only Spirit-filled men are occupied with God’s 
prophetic plan. Satan imitates it and leads his religious 
followers to study prophecy, but they arrive at false 
conclusions. The Spirit wanted Ezekiel to consider all 
angles of Israel’s condition. He passed round about the 
bones. He looked at them from every position. So the 
Lord would have us consider His people although they 
are dead and dry. 

Let us look at their condition from the political, 
national, social, financial, military, and religious stand- 
point. We are impressed with the fact that all of these 
bones were in one place in a valley. We see Israel 
scattered throughout the world. They are found in 
every country. They are in every large city and many 
of the smaller ones. God, however, sees them as one 
congregation, one unit in the world. All twelve tribes 
are represented in the bones. Not one is lost. We observe 
also that these bones are in the open valley. This was 
not a hidden matter. It was quite evident to the world 
that these bones were there. God’s people everywhere 
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are seen and known whether they be obscure Jews or 
prominent ones. 

Let us remember that the presence of these bones is 
certain evidence of a former living nation and persons 
who lived, worked, and worshiped God. Had there 
never been a nation of Israel, the bones would not be 
there. Bones disintegrate ordinarily. These, however, 
have been preserved. We notice also that there are no 
bones of any other nation. We do not find Babylonians, 
Persians, Assyrians, Philistines, or Amalekites living 
throughout the world, becoming prominent, learning 
useful trades, and maintaining their identity. These 
nations have disappeared. God never intends to resur- 
rect them. Israel, however, is being preserved and will 
one day be a new nation with power, wealth, and 
knowledge. 

These bones were very dry. They had not always 
been dry. They had life at one time but now they are 
dry because the water of life has been removed from 
them. The Holy Spirit is the water of life. He is called 
the living water by the Lord Jesus and He is represented 
as the river in Ezekiel 37. As we look back in the 
history of Israel we find that they definitely rejected 
the Holy Spirit for we read, “. . . they vexed his Holy 
Spirit . . .” (Isa. 63:10). Stephen said, “Ye do always 
resist the Holy Spirit: as your fathersdid; so do ye.” 
Upon examining the story in Ezekiel, we find that be- 
ginning with chapter eight and continuing through 
chapter eleven, the Holy Spirit gradually forsook Israel. 
First, He left the cherubim and hovered over the 
threshold of the door. From there He moved to the 
gate of the city. From the gate, He removed to the 
eastern hills and from these hills, He disappeared. His 
departure was gradual. He did not want to go, but 
Israel forced Him to go. This left the people of Israel 
with no living water and they became dry. It is true 
today—a Christian may be orthodox and a church may 
have a godly pastor, true to the Word, but unless the 
Holy Spirit is known and honored, loved and believed, 
the life of that man or that church will be dry. There 
will be little sweetness, little joy, and practically no 
power, vigor, nor vision. We should examine our hearts 
and see if we are in that situation. 

Now the question is asked, “Can they live?” and let 
us ask, “Do we believe God?” He promised Israel that 
they would one day be the head of the nations and not 
the tail. He promised Israel that He would bring them 
out of all the nations where they were scattered and 
would bring them back to their own land. Will He keep 


The Gospel is not a secret, but news 17 








His Word? Will He perform His promise? Would He 
give them a false hope? No, indeed, God intends to do 
what He said He would do. His Word never fails. 

Following this assertion we find the expression, “Hear 
the word of the Lord.” Nothing else will affect Israel. 
Nothing else will cause them to obey God. Trouble will 
not transform these people. Persecution will not do it; 
sorrow, suffering, loss of property, nor loss of life will 
turn the heart of Israel back to God and back to 
Jerusalem. God’s Word alone, uttered by the servant 
of God and by the power of the Spirit of God, will pro- 
duce the right results in Israel. There is no other rem- 
edy. After they have heard God’s Word, then God says, 
“TI will cause breath to enter into you.” I like that ex- 
pression, “I will.” God intends to do something. The 
Spirit of God will put it into the hearts of the people of 
Israel to return to Jerusalem and to set up the kingdom 
in the fear of God. As God works in their hearts, they 
will acknowledge that He is their Lord, their sovereign, 
their master. 

Having promised to restore Israel, He commanded the 
prophet to tell the story to Israel, and Ezekiel obeyed. 
No doubt, that command still is in force but unfortu- 
nately, we do not obey as we should. How will Israel 
ever hear the Word of the Lord unless we who know 
that Word take it to them? How will they ever know 
God’s thoughts and plans unless we tell them? Let us be 
as Ezekiel was—an obedient messenger. 

In verse 7, we read, “there was a noise.” In my judg- 
ment, that noise probably was heard best in 1895 when 
Theodore Herzl published his volume, Der Jeudenstaat. 
This important book stirred the minds and hearts of the 
greatest men of earth. It was a clarion call from a 
learned Jew to all of Israel. He appealed to them to get 
together in some manner and form their own nation. He 








A safety poster in a large industrial plant was illustrated by 
@ heavy black square, with the words, “This is what you will 
see if you are careless with your eyes.” It is reported that 
the posting of that warning reduced eye accidents apprecia- 
bly, as men were more careful to wear the protective goggles 
needed in certain operations. You may look at a black 
square and say, also, “This is what you will see as you read 
the Bible if you have not been born again.” “The natural 
man receiveth not the things of the Spirit, neither can he 
know them; they are spiritually discerned” (1 Cor. 2:14). 
And, “If ovr Gospel be hid, it is hid to them that are lost; 
in whom the god of this world hath blinded the minds of 
them that believe not .. .” (2 Cor. 4:4). 


18 Is your first waking thought of the Lord? 


did not specifically demand Palestine for his people. He 
felt that any place would do so long as Israel could call 
it their own land. He wrote, “Let the sovereignty be 
granted us of a portion of the globe large enough to 
satisfy the rightful requirements of a nation; the rest 
we shall manage ourselves.” Evidently, he did not 
realize that God intended Israel to have only Palestine 
and not any other country. Unsaved men are often 
blind even to the clear facts of history. His book aroused 
so much comment that he afterwards wrote, “This has 
never yet been possible, now it is possible, we shall 
live at last as free men on our own soil; and die peace- 
fully in our own homes.” Perhaps Herzl’s book was the 
noise referred to in this passage. At any rate, it made 
a great noise. The attention of people everywhere was 
directed to Israel’s plight and secretly on the part of 
many there was a deep desire for the fulfillment of its 
prophecy. 

Perhaps the “shaking” occurred when the first Zionist 
Congress met in Switzerland in 1897. At that conven- 
tion, a really active and vital program was begun for 
the restoration of Israel as a nation. This commotion in 
Israel’s ranks continued until the Balfour Declaration in 
1917. Leading Jews throughout the world were deeply 
interested in this movement. Some opposed it; some 
favored it. Most of those who were entrenched in finan- 
cial success and social prominence opposed it. They 
were rooted and grounded in their adopted country, 
were successful, and were at ease. In those countries 
where oppression and persecution prevailed, there was 
a great desire to escape the tribulation and return to 
Palestine. 

Now we read the statement, “the bones came together, 
bone to his bone.” This is a marvelous prophecy. It 
probably had a partial fulfillment on May 14, 1948 when 
the Balfour Declaration ceased and the nation of Israel 
was born. -This great people came to Palestine from 
many parts of the world. They had a national con- 
sciousness. They were ready to set up their kingdom. 
The fact that “bone came . . . to his bone” is evidence 
that these bones were in the proper shape and condition 
to join with the other bones in correct position. The 
proper articulations were there, the proper sockets, and 
the proper arrangements of joints. It must be, therefore, 
that all the bones were there. Not a bone was missing. 
The tiny ear bones must have been there, the hammer, 
anvil, and stirrup. All-of the many small bones of the 
wrist and of the foot were there. From this we surely 
learn that throughout the world God has a Jew for 
every position in His kingdom. He has those in Israel 
who know every kind of trade and profession and 
occupation so that nothing will be lacking in the king- 
dom which He shall restore. The doctors will be there, 
the lawyers, the instrument manufacturers, the chem- 
ists, the men of agriculture, those who understand 
transportation and communication, those who are expert 
in manufacture and in merchandising. Every kind of 
person is being prepared somewhere throughout the 

(Continued on page 36) 
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The Lord hath prepared His throne in the Heavens; and 


His kingdom ruleth over all. 


BROTHER AGAINST BROTHER 


While blacks were fighting blacks 
and killing each other in Nigeria, 
the British drafted and armed 6,500 
young Indians between eighteen 
and twenty-three in Kenya colony 
to fight against the Mau Mau terror 
in that colony. So while it was 
Europe vs. Africa and Asia in the 
South, and Africa vs. Africa in the 
West, it was Europe and Asia 
against Africa in the East. And the 
saddest part about it all is that there 
are true Christians on both sides in 
every phase of the struggle. 


GOD AT HARVARD 


The selection of Nathan Marsh 
Pusey to be the twenty-eighth 
president of Harvard University 
brings to that highest educational 
position a man who has declared his 
faith and who holds that faith is 
the central core of true education. 
Brought up in Iowa, President 
Pusey (rhymes with newsy), went 
to Harvard and on to a scholarly 
career, teaching in various colleges 
and finally becoming president of 
Lawrence ollege in Appleton, Wis- 
consin. He once declared that this 
college ‘‘was founded and is still 
really motivated on the principle 
that God is the central fact in our 
universe.’’? An Episcopalian, Pusey 
follows a long line of secular and 
Unitarian presidents, causing one 
Harvard observer to quip that God 
was now in Harvard for the first 
time in more than a hundred years. 


CARVER BIBLE INSTITUTE 


An excellent Bible Institute for 
Negroes has been established in At- 
lanta, in the heart of the state which 
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has the greatest Negro population 
in the U. S. The founders of the 
school are Talmage and Grace 
Payne who had completed 16 years 
of ministry in China under the 
China Inland Mission before they 
were foreed home by the arrival of 
communism. Now there is a faculty 
of seven white Bible teachers, gradu- 
ates of such schools as Wheaton 
College, Faith Seminary, Moody 
Bible Institute, ete. The prospectus 
of the school has an excellent con- 
sideration of the spiritual status of 
Negro preachers and the great need 
for work among them. ‘‘The only 
real and lasting leadership among 
Negroes rests with the ministers. 
For this reason Bible teaching 
among them should be supported. 
In Georgia, the Baptist preachers 
average less than a fifth grade 
edueation.’’ The Carver Bible In- 
stitute now offers a three year pas- 
tors’ course as well as evening 
classes for laymen. A correspond- 
ence course also carries the work of 
the school into many homes, The 
mailing address of the Institute is 
Station A, Box 3, Atlanta, Georgia. 


A DEFIANT MESSAGE 


German Protestantism has told 
the East German Communists that 
they will not last even as long as 
Hitler. This defiant message ap- 
peared in the official bulletin box of 
the Marienkirche in Berlin’s Rus- 
sian sector, signed by Dean Hein- 
rich Gruber, representative of the 
Protestant churehes to the East 
German Government: ‘‘ Perhaps 
even greater sacrifices will be de- 
manded of pastors and congrega- 
tions than in the first chureh fight 
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(with the Nazis). We know that we 
shall win, and that this time it will 
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not last twelve years.’’ Those are 
brave words but this time the enemy 
is far worse than Nazism. Further- 
more, the line of events demanded 
by Biblical prophecy will not permit 
such a hope as this. Rather we must 
expect a greater tightening of the 
bonds which Russia is putting upon 
Germany. 


“FIRE WATER” BILL 


When men wish to do an evil 
deed they often cloud their purpose 
in fine words. Senate Resolution 
485, introduced into the 83d Con- 
gress by the Senators ‘from Arizona 
(Goldwater and Hayden), is en- 
titled, ‘“A_ Bill to terminate Federal 
discrimination against the Indians 
of Arizona.’’ In reality it is a bill 
to legalize the sale of hard liquor on 
Indian reservations. The bill is now 
before the Committee on Interior 
and Insular Affairs. Too often 
Christians fail to realize their spir- 
itual responsibilities in matters such 
as this. The effects of liquor drink- 
ing on Indians, who learned the 
habit from the white man and called 
the drink ‘‘fire water,’’ are well 
known. Not many will take the 
trouble to do so, but many should 
write to their Senator and ask his 
vote against the measure if it is 
brought to the floor. 


NON-SEGREGATION POLICY 


In Newton Grove, North Caro- 
lina, the Roman Catholics had two 
churehes, two hundred yards apart. 
The white church had three hundred 
and fifty members; the black church 

(Continued on page 35) 
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@ Don’t try to pronounce it. NICNT is a set of initials 
that many Christians will be seeing during the next 
generation of their spiritual reading. The letters stand 
for The New International Commentary on the New 
Testament. 

For the NICNT is a conservative commentary on the 
Bible of which three volumes have already appeared. 
There will be seventeen volumes in the series. It will 
probably not receive the amount of advertising that has 
been devoted to The Interpreter’s Bible, but we must 
not be astonished at this. The Lord said, “If ye were 
of the world the world would love his own” (John 
15:19). Conservatives agree generally that The Inter- 
preter’s Bible is not a commentary whose interpreta- 
tion they can rely upon with complete confidence— 
notwithstanding its great usefulness with regard to 
scientific findings of the past fifty years. Such a work 
can be used only with great reservations and multitudes 
of Christians do not have the proper background of 
study to be able to discern the measure of error in such 
a work. 

The editor of NICNT 
is Professor Ned B. 
Stonehouse whose 
contributions to New 
Testament literature 
have already assured 
him a place of honor 
in the field. Dr. Stone- 
house is Professor of 
New Testament in the 
Westminster Theolog- 
ical Seminary, and 
successor to one of the 
greatest New Testa- 
ment scholars of this 
century, the late Dr. 
J. Gresham Machen. 

In a recent issue of 
ETERNITY we published 
a review of the first volume in this new series, the 
Commentary on the Gospel of Luke by Norval Gelden- 
huys (Ererntry Book Service, $6.00), who is an able 
minister of the Dutch Reformed Church of South 
Africa, and at present Director of Publications of that 
body. For American readers it is to be regretted that 
Dr. Geldenhuys used the 1881 edition of the English 
Bible as the text for his exposition. This volume, better 
known as the English Revised Version is little known 
in this country and the student will have to do con- 





Dr. Ned B. Stonehouse 


20 Blessed is the day whose morning is sanctified 


By DONALD GREY BARNHOUSE 


siderable referring as he goes along. A more serious 
flaw is that the author does not take into account any 
advance in eschatology since the days of John Calvin. 
The great Reformer had the grace to confess his un- 
easiness in commenting on a certain passage, since he 
was applying the blessings in a given verse to the 
church of today and the curses in the same verse to 
Israel of the past. This confusion of the church and 
Israel is one of the most harmful and one of the most 
needless items in theology in our day. It is a crying 
shame that theologians do not stop reading one an- 
other’s words on this point and go into the Word of 
God for clear, fresh teaching which will demonstrate 
that the Lord has yet a future place for His people 
Israel, and that they are being maintained in the world 
today for that distinct purpose. This is why they are 
a cause of ferment in the United Nations, and why they 
must continue to be so until all of the prophecies con- 
cerning them are fulfilled. 

This one difficulty aside, NICNT bids fair to take a 
very important place on the shelves of the conservative 
minister and Bible student. Just as the International 
Standard Bible Encyclopedia is infinitely superior to 
Hastings’ Bible Dictionary, so the NICNT can take its 
place as superior to the Interpreter’s Bible. 

The second volume in this series is the Commentary 
on the First Epistle to the Corinthians, and is written 
by F. W. Grosheide, Professor of New Testament of the 
Free University of Amsterdam (Eternity Book Service, 
$5.00). It is interesting to note that the author con- 
siders that the main thrust of the epistle is directed 
against those whose life principles were the opposite of 
the weak Christians, namely against those who were 
spiritually proud and puffed up, who boasted of their 
knowledge and of their rights. Dr. Stonehouse points 
this out in his foreword, saying, “Their temper was 
expressed in the rule, ‘All things are lawful unto me,’ 
and this declaration of freedom was made the ultimate 
and only principle of conduct.” I find this very inter- 
esting because the theological complexion of the de- 
nominations represented by the authors of the first 
volumes and the general teaching of the schools in 
which they teach has been toward just such a liberty 
which has marked them in many places as stumbling 
blocks for multitudes of Christians. In their move away 
from bondage they have frequently been the staunch 
defenders of license instead of liberty. It is to be hoped 
that they will take this “thrust” of the Corinthian 
epistle to heart. 
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Left to right: Dr. Geldenhuys, Dr. Grosheide, and Dr. Ridderbos. 


In my opinion, the author has missed the great theme 
of the epistle. As I read it Paul sets forth the position 
of the believers in the first few verses and then points 
to examples of sin in the lives of the believers, calling 
them away from their condition to a practical sanctifi- 
cation which they have not yet learned. You are per- 
fect, he tells them in the early verses; why don’t you 
act more like it? You are perfect, but you are having 
lawsuits. You are perfect, but there is fornication 
among you. You are perfect, but there is envying and 
division there. ' 

The writer of the commentary has totally missed the 
point of God’s dealings with the fornicator, considering 
the delivery to Satan as being the return to his control 
of an unsaved man. That this is one of the most won- 
derful illustrations of the sin unto death as described in 
first John is not seen. 

One interpretation which is excellent and which I 
adopt without question is that of 1 Corinthians 8:12. 
There have been many who have thought that Paul 
was denying inspiration when he wrote, “I, not the 
Lord.” But this commentator points out that in the 
tenth verse Paul had been quoting a statement of Jesus. 
Here he points out that the truth he is now bringing is 
new truth from the Holy Spirit, not based on a specific: 
word from Jesus. He is not saying that the thought. 
originates with his own fleshly mind. He told the 
Galatians that he received his truth not from men but. 
by revelation from God. All of this truth must be so 
received. 

The third volume in this series is The Epistle of Paul 
to the Churches of Galatia by Herman N. Ridderbos, 
Professor in the Theological Seminary at Kampen, the 
Netherlands (Ererntty Book Service, $3.50). There is 
nothing much that is new in the volume except the 
framework. The author is a traditional conservative 
and gives the Word of God the right to speak for itself. 
He believes the truth and sets it forth. He is aware of 
all the modern discoveries in the realm of Biblical 
scholarship and speaks with the authority of great 
personal scholarship. As far as truth is concerned there 
is no addition to that which would be found in Luther 
and Calvin. But this commentary is more up-to-date 
and readable than the older ones, and the modern 
preacher and teacher will find almost all that he needs 
in this volume to cover the general outline of the doc- 
trines of law and grace as set forth in this most con- 
troversial of all the epistles. 

I am sorry that the writer does not understand the 
relationship of Galatians 6:7 to its context concerning 
giving. It would have strengthened this whole section 
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if the previous verse had not been considered as an 
“independent admonition.” The whole section is one 
of the most important doctrinal utterances in the Bible 
on the question of the nature of Christian giving. After , 
considering the nature of personal charity in the earlier 
verses the doctrine of the support of ‘the ministry is - 
set forth. Then the question of the believers’ use of 
money is announced. “Be not deceived; God is not 
mocked.” Whatsoever a believer sows he is also. going 
to reap. If he spends his money on the flesh, he will 
reap nothing but corruption. But if he understands 
that he is a trustee, and spends his money on spiritual 
things, he shall reap the reward in life everlasting. He 
will have laid up for himself treasure in Heaven. And 
do not be weary if there are too many calls for gifts and 
offerings. In due season the believer will reap his 
reward, and he is not to faint while he waits for that 
day. So then, if he is a man with a large income, he 
may give to almost any cause, but let him give priorities 
to offerings that are for causes connected with the 
household of faith. The difficulty for most commentators 
here is that they cannot get beyond the idea that sowing 
and reaping in verse seven have to do with wild oats 
on the part of the spenders in the flesh instead of a 
reaping of spiritual values as a result of a sowing of 
material things. 

Eerdmans of Grand Rapids is the publishing house 
that is back of the editing of this seventeen-volume 
work, and they are to be commended upon their fore- 
sight and initiative. The books are well printed, nicely 
bound, and will be a valuable addition to the library 
of Bible teachers and students, both ordained and lay 
workers. 

EnpD 





arent ard 


ct ered Uh beter oo 
' , : 





When an ornithologist discovered a new plant in Scotland 
which had never before been found in the B.itisn Isles, 
botanists immediateiy travelled to find the plant in its grow- 
ing site. After a day of searching they found the plants 
growing on two little rocky czests, composed presumably of a 
slightly richer rock, and surrounded on all sides by miles of 
wilderness; and the reason why it eventually fell to an 
ornithologist to discover it rather than a botanist is simply 
that any no. mal botanist would have despaired of the whole 
mountain long before he came in sight of its one rewarding 
acre. Many men go their way in the search for truth. There 
are few that find it. Wande:ing in the wilderness of their 
human reason they will not go to the Word of God which 
appea:s from tae distance to be but a barren outcropping, 
instead of the Rock of Ages. The Lord Jesus Himself said, 
“1 thank Thee, O Father, Lord of Heaven and earth, because 
Thou hast hid these things from the wise and prudent, and 
hast revealed them unto babes“ (Mt. 11:25). 


God will always show His will to one who is willing to do it 21 
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Daily Meditations for two ths this 


It is a great pleasure to me to have such a substitute as Ralph L. Keiper to take over the 








Mr. Keiper’s work has frequently appeared in these pages and his growing Bible conference 
ministry through the country is being appreciated by an ever-widening circle. 


D.G.B. 








GONE IN THE WAY OF CAIN (11) August 1 
We continue our meditations in the Book of Jude, 


studying the nature of the false teachers with the pur- 
pose of examining our own lives to see if there be “any 
wicked way in us.” Cain represents the natural man 
who worships out of self-will. His story is to be found 
in Genesis four. He refused to worship as God had 
directed. He was so filled with himself that it led to 
the murder of his own brother. He attempted to wor- 
ship God with a heart of hatred. God did not accept 
his worship. He was rejected by God and as a result 
Cain never knew the joy of God’s fellowship. Do you 
offer God mere lip service when you worship Him? Is 
your heart filled with hatred against a relative or friend 
or fellow worker as you sing the praises of the One who 
loves you? Be sure God will not accept such worship! 
Remember, He looketh on the heart. 
Lord, remove from our hearts any hatred for 
those whom we should love. 


THE ERROR OF BALAAM August 2 


There are two other references to Balaam in the New 
Testament: “the way of Balaam” (2 Pet. 2:15), “the 
doctrine of Balaam” (Rev. 2:14). The error of Balaam 
lay in the fact that believing God to be righteous, and 
seeing that Israel was evil, Balaam believed that the 
only recourse for God was to punish Israel for their 
sins. Balaam reckoned without the cross. He was a 
legalist and as such he was perfectly correct—had there 
been no cross. Many of us today, as believers have the 
attitude of Balaam. We do right things the wrong way. 
We are quick to judge people for their sins. We would 
like to see them punished if one is to judge by our 
carping criticism. But we must see all things in the 
light of God’s grace. At all times we must remember 
that He who had every right to judge us, has instead 
shown us mercy (Eph. 4:32). 

Dear Heavenly Father, remind us of Thy grace 
that we may show it to others. 


22 Will God’s blessings mix well with what is in your heart? 


SPOTS ... CLOUDS ... TREES .. . TWICE 
DEAD . . . RAGING WAVES . . . WANDERING 
STARS (12, 13) August 3 
Here we have six epithets directed at the false teach- 
ers by Jude. Each in turn gives a testimony to their 
spiritual barrenness. As “spots in your feasts,” they 
are impure and unrighteous. As “clouds without water” 
they are tossed by the wind and being without water 
they do not possess that which refreshes. As “trees 
whose fruit withereth” they prove not to possess the 
ability to bring a soul to Christ. As “twice dead” they 
indicate that they do not have eternal life which comes 
from the new birth. Also as “plucked up by the roots” 
they demonstrate that they have not been grounded in 
the Word of life. As “raging waves of the sea,” they 
give testimony to their own sinfulness reminding us of 
the words of Isaiah (57:20, 21). As “wandering stars” 
whose duty it should be in the blackness to guide the 
wanderer home, they themselves have not known the 
way. What a picture of the soul’s barrenness and lost 
condition without Christ. 
Lord, we thank Thee that Thy grace has 
brought us to Thyself. 


AND ENOCH .. . THE SEVENTH 
FROM ADAM (14) August 4 
In the midst of a sinful world is found a righteous 
man (Gen. 5:24). Enoch walked with God. That is all 
that is said of him. And after a long life God took him 
home. Enoch was faithful to the testimony. He warned 
of the wrath to come. He was careful to regard what 
God would think of Him. Enoch stood alone. Many of 
us would like to be the preacher that Paul was. Many 
of us would like to be known for our eloquence. We 
would sway the multitudes. How many of us would 
be known for our righteousness? There is a price to 
pay for such a privilege. It is high. It is the price of 
our vanities. Enoch was dead to self and alive unto 
God..:Are you?. Will you stand alone against the mob 
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for God? You have plenty of opportunity. Exercise 
your privilege. 

Lord, help us to stand for Thee in the midst 

of Thy foes like Enoch of old. 


UNGODLY ... UNGODLY ... UNGODLY... 
UNGODLY (15) August 5 
This is a strange word in our day. But in the day of 


Enoch and Jude sin was a real issue. An act of sin was 
against God and it mattered! Four times, in this verse 
“ungodly” is used. The word means “impious, irrever- 
ent, a show of disrespect, and manifestation of rebel- 
lion.” Jude regarded a sinner as a rebel against God. 
The four times this one word is repeated shows the 
nature of these people. First, they were ungodly because 
of their natures; secondly, this is manifested in their 
deeds; thirdly, this state of affairs just did not happen, 
it was planned as shown by the word “committed”; and 
lastly, by their words do they testify of their ungodli- 
ness. This is the progress that sin takes in the human 
heart. It may be a disease but God is going to judge it, 
Be sure of it, God will execute judgment. 


Lord, make us sensitive to sin that we 
may flee to Thy righteousness. 


WALKING AFTER THEIR OWN LUSTS (16) August 6 
Men, without God must walk in circles. The Greek 
word is “to walk around.” The perimeter of their walk 
is self-will and self-desire. These lead men nowhere. 
Thus man’s frustration is well understood. The only 
thing man knows is to yell and scream as he “murmurs, 
complains in great swelling words.” But this is the law 
of sin. Man is free to rebel against God but he is not 
free to escape the consequences. God is gracious, God 
is love, but not to the extent of allowing man to get 
away with his sin. And believer, if this be true of the 
unbeliever, how much more true of you. Men are 
dominated by their self-wills and desires. The desires, 
in themselves, may be perfectly good, but if they are 
contrary to God’s Word, they are bad. Desires are 
made evil by our misuse of them. Have you examined 
your will and your desires in the light of God’s Word 
recently? ' 
Lord, search our hearts by Thy word 
that we may not sin against Thee. 


BUT BELOVED (17) August 7 
Jude turns again to the believer. He has told us of 


the horrors of being a false teacher and a sinner who 
does not know the Lord. He now instructs us how we 
should live for Him. He addresses us not as a teacher 
his students, not as a judge the guilty, but as one who 
knows the love of Christ those who share that love. 
Jude knew the real fellowship of the saints. He re- 
garded each believer as one for whom Christ died. This 
thought ever determined his conduct toward a fellow 
redeemed. If you would have the same attitude go over 
the list of the people you know and think of them not 
in terms of where they live, how much they possess, 
how much they can do for you, but simply in terms of 
the fact that Christ died for them. It may mean that 
your conduct toward some of them must change. 
Lord, empower us to keep Thy commandment “that 
he who loveth God love his brother also. 
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REMEMBER YE THE WORDS (17) August 8 

It is always a good thing to remember the words of 
the Lord. It saves us much anxiety and worry. Our 
eyes often are downcast because of the circumstances 
about us. We worry and we fret as though God were 
not on the throne of His world. We feel very bad be- 


cause things are not going His way. “Remember the 


words,” is a tonic for us all. The words tell us that the 
times are evil. The Word tells us that God will be 
hated in this world, and so shall we. The things that 


.we experience should not surprise us. Our Lord said 


to the disciples, “In the world ye shall have tribulation.” 
Each morning we should begin the day with God’s 
Word. When our minds our steeped in His thought the 
experiences of the world can never overwhelm us. 


Lord, cause us to study Thy word that we 


may see things as Thou dost see them. 


OUR LORD JESUS CHRIST (17) August 9 
Our Lord Jesus Christ, what a wonderful title for 
Him who loves us. In the name “Christ,” we see Him 
as the Anointed One which speaks of His kingship. 
Particularly to Israel was He sent as the Messiah. 
Though now, for a season, He is not dealing with Israel 
for our sakes, the time will soon come when, the full- 
ness of the Gentiles having come, He too shall come 
restoring the kingdom, establishing the promises, bring- 
ing righteousness to the earth. In the name “Jesus” we 
see Him as our Saviour. “Thou shalt call his name 
Jesus for he shall save his people from their sins” 
(Mt. 1:21). This name speaks of His ministry to lost 
men. In the title “Lord” we see the name which applies 
to His relationship to the believers of grace. It is the 
name of the covenant of grace, used by His church. 
In it we profess our servanthood. By its use we give 
testimony that we shall live for Him. By the adjective 
“our” we indicate our personal relation to Him. We do 
not rejoice in Jesus Christ our Lord as an historical 
figure alone but we rejoice in Him for He is our con- 
temporary. He is with us now. He rose from the dead 
to live with us. 
Lord, we give Thee thanks for Thy fellowship with us. 


THERE SHOULD BE MOCKERS (18) August 10 
Jude sets forth the fact that we have been told of the 


enemies of Christ and what they should do in the last 
times. God is sovereign and His providence has made 
provision for every situation of life both now and al- 
ways. If we could rest in God’s providence, how happy 
we would be. He knows the end from the beginning. 
Nothing takes Him by surprise. He is not ignorant 
about anything. His enemies can never conceal a thing 
from Him. He knows the scoffers. He knows the out- 
come of their way. He would have us rest in this 
knowledge also. Our worry will not change the course 
of events. God has made provision for all emergencies. 
He wishes us to trust Him. He has our welfare in His 
heart. Learn the ways of His providence and be at 


rest. 
Lord, teach us Thy ways that we may walk in them. 


THESE ARE THEY WHO SEPARATE 
THEMSELVES (19) August 11 
There are two types of separation spoken of in the 
Word. The saints are spoken of as being “separated” 
(Continued on page 43) 
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AUGUST 23, 1953 
The Christian’s Prayer Life 

LESSON TEXT: 1 Timothy 2:1-8: Romans 8:26-28 
Golden Text: “I exhort therefore, that, 
first of all, supplications, prayers, inter- 
cessions, and giving of thanks, be made for 
all men; for kings, and for all that are in 

ity; that we may lead a quiet and 
peaceable life in all godliness and hon- 
esty” (1 Tim, 2:1-2). 

A lesson devoted to the subject of prayer 
should be an occasion for self-examination 
on the part of the teacher as well as an 
opportunity for instruction on what may 
be regarded as the most important activity 
of the Christian life. 

Paul was a great man of prayer and 
had much to say about prayer in his 
epistles. It is impossible: to explain his 
amazing min‘stry apart from prayer. He 
prayed in emergencies (Acts 16:25). He 
prayed for his friends (Phil. 1:4). He 
prayed for the conversion of the Jews 
(Romans 10:1). He prayed about his 
missionary program (Rom. 1:9-10). And 
in his letters he exhorted the believers in 
the various churches to constant prayer, 
the two passages selected for today’s study 
being chosen from many similar refer- 
ences to prayer in the life of the Christian. 


LESSON MATERIAL 

The epistles to Timothy were written 
to a young man entrusted with the over- 
sight of an important church. Therefore, 
though they contain much that is personal, 
they are also rich in counsel on church 
organization and conduct. At chapter 2 of 
the first epistie begins a section in this 
latter category. The importance of prayer 
in the life of a church is emphasized by 
priority of mention. This gracious ministry 
is to be exercised on behalf of “all men” 
—a statement which excludes nobody from 
the charmed circle of prayer. Jews and 
Gentiles, fr.ends and enemies, believers 
and unbelievers—all were to be made sub- 
ject of Christian prayer. 

Then Paul singled out one class for 
special mention, namely, “kings, and all 
that are in authority.” This obligation 
rests upon believers at all times (see Rom. 
13:1 and 1 Pet. 2:13, 17); but there was 
additional reason why Christians should 
pray for earthly rulers at the time of 
Paul’s writing. The malicious rumor was 





Mr. Ackland was Editorial Secretary of the 
London City Mission (England) for many years. 
He is currentiy an Editorial Associate of the 
Sunday School Board of the Southern Baptist 
Convention, Nashville, Tennessee. 


24 


circulated that the church was a center of 
subversive activity, and by prayer for the 
emperor and lesser officials this falsehood 
could be answered. 

The result of such prayer would be that 
believers might “lead a quiet and peace- 
able life.” This might well be as God 
answered His people’s prayers for those in 
authority; but there is this other thought 
that, by their demonstration of loyalty, they 
would allay suspicion and escape persecu- 
tion. In any case, Paul went on to say, 
such prayer is according to God's will 
(vv. 3-4) who is interested in all men, 
irrespective of race or rank, and. desires 
that they may “come unto the knowledge 
of the truth.” Here, surely, is more than 
a hint of that for which we should pray, 
namely, for the. conversion of kings and 
commoners alike. 

What that truth is the apostle proceeded 
to state in verse 5—that “there is one 
mediator between God and men.” Since 
the emperor, for whom they were ex- 
horted to pray, was accorded divine honors, 
the believer was also herein reminded that 
his praying for the emperor involved no 
such recognition; he acknowledged but one 
intermediary between himself and God, the 
Lord Jesus. 

At verse 8 a new section begins as Paul 
indicates the manner of public prayer. 
Without pursuing his statement beyond 
this verse we note that he demanded “holy 
hands” of the worshiper, that is, a life 
separated from sin, a heart at peace with 
his brethren, and an attitude of faith. 

The great passage Romans 8:26-28 con- 
tains assurance of a prayer helper. Wey- 
mouth’s rendering is as follows: “The 
Spirit also helps us in our weakness; for 
we know not how to pray as we ought. 
But the Spirit Himself pleads for us in 
yearnings that can find no words, and the 
Searcher of hearts knows what the Spirit’s 
meaning is, because His intercessions for 
the saints are in harmony with God’s will.” 

In our consciousness of frailty and fail- 
ure in prayer, these are gracious, encour- 
aging words. In this tremendous business 
of communication with God we are not left 
to our weakness and unwisdom, but we 
have a Partner who takes care of our 
faults and foolishness and makes prayer 
a privilege and a power. 

The King James’ rendering gives “with 
groanings which cannot be uttered” 
(v. 26). Weymouth’s choice of “yearn- 
ings” is better; but we commend the beau- 
tiful phrase of the Revised Standard 
Version, “with sighs too deep for words.” 
Some sincere; enthusiastic souls have been 
misled by the authorized rendering into 


practices which were far from the apos- 
tle’s mind. Note: it is not we who are to 
“groan.” This describes the language of 
the Spirit which is beyond interpretation 
of men but is understood of God. 


LESSON PLAN 
1. The Privilege of Prayer 
a. The Master’s practice 
b. The apostle’s example 
2. Subjects for Prayer 
a. Four aspects of prayer 
b. For whom to pray 
3. Our Helper in Prayer 
a. Our shortcomings 
b. The Spirit's aid 
c. Encouragement to prayer 

1. The importance of prayer may be 
argued on many grounds. But, for the 
Christian, the supreme argument is the 
practice of the Master Himself. Not only 
did He pray but He also exhorted His 
disciples to prayer and gave them a pat- 
tern prayer. See Luke 11:1-13. Our 
Lord’s emphasis on the place of prayer in 
godly living is expressed in Luke 18:1— 
“He spake a parable unto them to this 
end, that men ought always to pray, and 
not to faint.” 

The life of the apostle Paul furnishes 
impressive examples of the Christian’s 
prayer life. What he himself practiced he 
also urged upon those who found Christ 
through his testimony. “Pray without 
ceasing” (1 Thess. 5:17) he wrote; and 
to the list of Heavenly armor given in 
Ephesians 6:10-17 he added: “Praying al- 
ways with all prayer and supplicatien in 
the Spirit” (v. 18). 

2. Writing to Timothy, Paul mentioned 
four aspects of the beiiever’s communion 
with God—“supplications, prayers, inter- 
cessions, and giving of thanks.” We may 
consider the first as describing our per- 
sonal petitioning of the throne of grace for 
forgiveness and those spiritual supplies 
which are necessary for maintaining a 
Christian life. The more general term 
“prayers” widens the scope of the be- 
liever’s ministry to embrace causes in 
which he is interested, and, in particular, 
the cause of the Gospel in the world. 
“Intercessions” remind us of the privi- 
leged opportunity that prayer affords for 
naming others in God's presence, while 
the final phrase suggests the part which 
gratitude should play in all approach to 
the Lord. 

The apostle set no limit upon those for 
whom prayer should be made, but he did 
mention a specific class for definite re- 
membrance: “kings, and all that are in 
authority.” Though the reasons which 
prompted Paul to this categorical refer- 
ence no longer apply, Christians have a 
continuing responsibility to pray for rulers, 
legislators, and political figures, not only 
of their own nation, but throughout the 
world. The very fact that some of these 
people do not pray for themselves imposes 
an additional obligation on those who know 
the Lord. 

3. Those most practiced in prayer will 
be first to acknowledge their shortcomings. 
Paul acknowledged: “We know not what 
we should pray for as we ought.” But 
with all our imperfections of expression 
and of wisdom, we are encouraged to pray 
because God has provided a helper. 
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The Holy Spirit, Paul revealed, is every 
Christian’s prayer partner. Our failures 
are compensated by His expert knowledge 
and wise petitioning. We need not shrink 
from prayer because we are prone to mis- 
take; on the contrary we should pray more 
constantly in the assurance that every lack 
is suppl.ed through the Spirit’s ministry. 

Let us not neglect to pray, then, for fear 
that we might ask unwisely. If we are 
Christ’s by faith, and His Spirit is the 
resident Guest in our hearts, we may count 
upon Him to give to our feeble, faulty 
prayers that quality which will make them 
acceptable to our Heavenly Father and so 
bring His answer down. 


AUGUST 30, 1953 

Standards for Christian Leaders 
LESSON TEXT: 1 Timothy 4:7-16 
Golden Text: “Neglect not the gift that 
is in thee . . . Meditate upon these things; 
give thyself wholly to them; that thy 
profiting may appear to all” (1 Tim. 4: 
14-15). 

Background Scriptures for this lesson 
are important (3:1-13; 4:7-16; 5:21-22) 
and teachers will probably want to make 
use of them in the lesson. Paul had left 
his young assistant in Ephesus to handle 
a difficuit situation in the church there 
(1:3). He wrote this letter to help Tim- 
othy in his personal life as .well as in the 
heavy administrative responsibilities which 
had fallen to him. Today’s selected pas- 
sages deal mainly with qualifications for 
church .eadership, but since leaders are 
chosen frum the rank and file they indicate 
those standards which God expects of all 
who protess to fottow-fis Son. 

The service of Jesus Christ challenges 
us to our utmost and our best. Yet, un- 
fortunateiy, His challenge too often falls 
on deaf ears. Rare indeed is that church 
which has not a shortage of workers; and 
few are those workers who fulfill their 
tasks with that dedication which Christ 
requires. This lesson, then, affords oppor- 
tunity for exalting Christian service as the 
high privilege of every born-again Chris- 
tian and for indicating those standards 
which should mark those who engage in 
the sacred tasks of the Heavenly kingdom. 


LESSON MATERIAL 

In chapters 2 and 3 of this epistle, Paul 
deals with matters of church organization 
and order. The passage 3:1-13 states the 
qualifications of church leaders, first of 
bishops (elders, pastors), and then of 
deacons. At many points the standards 
demanded agree in both cases. Irreproach- 
able character, a well-conducted domestic 
life, maturity of experience, and a good 
reputation “of them which are without.” 
that is, even among unbelievers, are basic 
requirements. Specially worthy of note is 
the insistence that both bishops and deacons 
be “husbands of one wife,” that is, free 
from the scandal of divorce. 

Paul seemed particularly anxious that 
new converts should not be hurried into 
responsible office. Of the bishop he wrote 
that he should be “not a novice” (6), and 
likewise he wrote of deacons, “Let these 
also first be proved.” The last of our 
background Scriptures (5:22) contains the 
same thought, “Lay hands suddenly on no 
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man” presumably applying to the ordina- 
tion of leaders by the laying on of hands. 
Many scandals might be avoided in church 
life if only this wise apostolic rule re- 
ceived attention. 

The section 4:1-5:2 of this first epistle 
to Timothy offers valuable counsel for the 
Christian worker. He is to be watchful 
against error (1-5). It was a tragic thing 
that so early in the history of the Chris- 
tian church Paul should have to give this 
place of importance to the defense of the 
faith; yet, as we well know from his other 
epistles, the purity of the Gospel was being 
threatened. from within and without. Much 
more necessary is it that we should exer- 
cise this same watchfulness today. 


The Worker's Program 

The Christian worker’s major task is 
the propagation of the truth, and this is 
emphasized after the menace of strange 
doctrine has been indicated. Beginning at 
verse 7 (the pupil material starts at this 
point) we have a necessary caution against 
the distraction of religious fads. Many a 
good worker spoils his effectiveness not 
through the subtleties of heresy but. be- 
cause he falls prey to some fantastic theory 
or cult. Anything which sidetracks from 
the simple Gospel of Jesus Christ is to be 
avoided. 

The best antidote to evil of all kinds is 
to be exercised in godliness, that is, busy 
in the Lord’s work. Paul did not want 
Timothy to imagine that he was excluding 
wholesome recreation; that, he admitted, 
“profiteth a little.’ But he wanted this 
young man to devote all his available 
energies to the profession and practice of 
the Christian faith, which, he said, “is 
profitable unto all things.” Loyalty would 
involve sacrifice and perhaps suffering 
(v. 10); but the Christian could accept 
both believing in the faithfulness of God, 
who is willing to be Saviour to all men, 
and who is Saviour in a gloriously full 
sense to those who believe in Him. 

The Christian leader’s personal example 
is all important. “Let no man despise thy 
youth,” wrote Paul, meaning that this 
young pastor should behave with such dig- 
nity and integrity that he would earn the 
respect of all. When Joseph Angus went 
to Jamaica at the age of thirty an old 
Negro said of him, “His gray hairs must 
be inside.” He honored Christ in his be- 
havior and thus won the approval of men 
who were his seniors in years if not in 
Christian experience. 

The strange idea that a man may min- 
ister in the Gospel without study and 
training had no support from Paul. Note 
how he exhorted Timothy to “give atten- 
tion to reading” (v. 13) as a necessary 
preliminary to teaching others. The kind 
of preaching that Paul expected is also 
indicated; it was to consist of “exhorta- 
tion” and “doctrine.” Both inspirational 
and teaching factors were to be present 
in this young preacher’s sermons; and the 
recipe is still not possible of improvement. 

“Neglect not the gift that is in thee,” 
wrote Paul. God gives us abilities to use 
in His service, and He expects us to de- 
velop them by every possible means. We 
may neglect them, and they will decline in 
power and usefulness. We may improve 


them through study and meditation in the 
things of God so that our effectiveness in 
the cause of Christ is constantly increased. 
In which direction our duty lies is clear. 


LESSON PLAN 

1. The Call to Service 
a. Every Christian's task 
b. Frequency of failure 

2. The Conditions of Service 
a. Knowing Christ 
b. Obeying Christ 

3. The Character of Service 
a. Watchful against error 
b. Testifying for truth 

1. Whom does Jesus call to serve Him? 
All who are saved through His shed blood. 
Of this there can be no doubt. Paul ad- 
dressed no special group in the church in 
Rome when he wrote: “Present your 
bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable 
unto God, which is your reasonable serv- 
ice” (Rom. 12:1). He was indicating the 
duty of every man, woman, and child who 
has entered into the blessings of salvation. 

The tragedy of our churches today, how- 
ever, is the small percentage of those who 
recognize the obligation of service and 
respond. On what ground does any Chris- 
tian have the right to suppose that he is 
let out from the responsibility of wit- 
nessing? Gratitude demands that we place 
ourselves at the disposal of the Lord. 
Obedience leaves no other course open. 

2. The qualifications which are required 
in a servant of the Lord are first that he 
should know Christ in salvation and sanc- 
tification. Paul did not believe that these 
things could be separated. He would have 
had little patience with those today whose 
names are on church rolls, who attend 
worship once on the Lord’s Day, and who 
behave like worldlings Monday through 
Saturday. Surely it is the failure to carry 
our Christian profession into everyday 
living which explains the shortage of 
workers and leaders. Perhaps we realize 
ourselves that the inferior quality of our 
Christianity eliminates us from the privi- 
lege of service. If so, we are our own 
accusers. 

Knowing Christ as Saviour and as Lord 
will inevitably lead to obeying Christ in 
holiness of life. Paul set a higher standard 
for church leadership than most churches 
recognize today. Can there be any doubt 
that were he here now he would make the 
same requirements of Sunday school teach- 
ers as he made for pastors and deacons 
(1 Tim. 3:1-13)? We need to remember 
that he spoke for his Lord when he made 
these stipulations. 

3. Because error is no less rampant in 
the world today than it was in Paul’s 
time we must recognize the Christian 
worker’s responsibility for contending 
against untruth and unbelief. Yet to do 
this is often to incur the charge of intol- 
erance. Nothing is more intolerant than 
that undeviating standard of divine truth 
which -we call the Gospel. It can suffer 
no aberrations to left or to right. 

But every Christian’s main task is to wit- 
ness to the truth, written and living, the 
Word transcribed and the Word incarnate. 
How shall we do this? Timothy was re- 
minded that his daily life would be his 
most effective testimony (4:12). And that 
means that everyone who names the name 
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he can preach or teach. Leadership is not 
for a small group; every man, woman, or 
child who sets an example is a leader— 
and that means every man, woman, and 
child. 


SEPTEMBER 6, 1953 

The Christian’s Use of Possessions 
LESSON TEXT: 1 Timothy 6:6-19 
Golden Text: “The love of money is the 
root of all evil; which while some coveted 
after, they have erred from the faith, and 
pierced themselves through with many 
sorrows” (1 Tim. 6:10). 

Perhaps there is no country in the world 
where wealth is more likely to be a snare 
than in our own. Class lines are still fairly 
rigidly drawn in many parts of the Old 
World; but in America the possibility of 
quick and easy money still exists, and 
those who do not have a strong spiritual 
anchorage may be swept along by the tide 
of earthly ambition only to have their lives 
wrecked on the rocks of avarice. 

However, worldly possessions can be a 
danger to those who have them in small 
measure as well as those who have them 
in abundance. It is not the’ quantity of 
our wealth but our attitude toward what 
we have that determines character and 
shapes destiny. For youth there is no more 
important lesson than the right steward- 
ship of possessions. For age there are few 
things of which we more greatly need to 
be reminded than that all we have is the 
Lord’s. Today’s lesson, therefore, has 
something of benefit for all. 

LESSON MATERIAL 

The theme of the sixth chapter of 1 
Timothy really begins at verse three. 
There Paul returns to the main purpose 
of his letter which was to instruct Tim- 
othy concerning his duty toward teachers 
of false doctrine. He resorts to stern 
words in his denunciation of these here- 
tics, against whom his final thrust is that 
they “imagine that godliness means gain” 
(Weymouth). 

It is undoubtedly true of many of the 
propagators of error that they are engaged 
in a lucrative business. The life stories of 
some of the founders of modern cults will 
reveal how easily money can be made by 
those who will unscrupulously exploit the 
gullibility of some people. Tremendous 
organizations have been built up in our own 
day, representing many millions ‘of dollars, 
by imposing upon superstitious, ignorant, 
and weak-willed men and women. Those 
who have benefited from these extortions 
will one day have to give account before 
God. 

Paul does not deny that gedliness is 
gain (v. 6), but it is the gain of content- 
ment and not of greed. He adds the 
homely philosophy that “we brought noth- 
ing into this world, and it is certain we 
can carry nothing out.” To have enough, 
and to be satisfied with that, is the height 
of happiness. 

Any tendency to envy the rich is met 
by the reminder that wealth brings its own 
sorrows (vv. 9-103. Paul does not suggest 
that money of itself is evil; but when its 
possession becomes the passion of a man’s 
life, then it is the source of all kinds of 
mischief. For money the thief will de- 


stroy and kill. For jewels the foolish - 
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woman will sell her virtue. For loot the 
tyrant will despoil countries and wipe out 
populations. 

Trials of the Rich 

And when wealth is gained, what then? 
The rich man is subject to temptations of 
which the poor know nothing, and for him 
and his the possibility of tragedy is mul- 
tiplied a thousand fold. 

Do you seek life’s good things? Then 
Paul has a treasure chest to excite your 
desire. These are its jewels: righteous- 
ness, godliness, faith, love, patience, meek- 
ness (vy. 11). A man is safe with hoarded 
wealth of this kind. It will neither tarnish 
itself nor corrupt his soul. 

To furnish a contrast with the base 
motives and mischievous activities of the 
teachers of falsehood who troubled the 
Ephesian church, Paul threw down a chal- 
lenge to Timothy concerning the kind of 
man he should be. We have this in verses 
11-16. Then, suddenly, the apostle re- 
turns to the subject of rich men and their 
wealth. It has been suggested that, having 
read his letter, he realized that it lacked 
a positive statement on the use of pos- 
sessions. Whether so or not, we may be 
grateful for verses 17-19. 

Here the possibility of using money for 
the Lord’s glory is plainly indicated. If 
instead of exhibiting a “love of money” 
men will cease to “trust in uncertain 
riches” and put their confidence in “the 
living God,” then through their wealth 
great good may be achieved. They may be 
“rich in good works” (there’s an affluence 
open to the poorest!). To give the passage 
from Weymouth’s translation: “They must 
be beneficent, rich in good deeds, open- 
handed, and liberal; storing up for them- 
selves what shall form a solid foundation 
for the future, that they may lay hold of 
the Life which is life indeed.” 


LESSON PLAN 

1. The Menace of Greed 
a. “Thou shalt not covet’ 
b. A present danger 

2. The Mischief of Riches 
a. An end in themselves 
b. A source of evil 

3. The Meaning of Stewardship 
a. A means of blessing 
b. Dividends to come 

1. Prominent among the commandments 
which God gave is this: “Thou shalt not 
covet.” From the beginning of time men 
have cast envious eyes upon wealth. Many 
of the great tragedies of Bible history had 
their beginning in the sin of cupidity. 
Lot’s choice of the cities of the plain was 
in unadulterated self-interest. He saw a 
chance of becoming rich, and he jeopar- 
dized his own soul and the souls of his 
family to fulfill his desire. There was 
also Achan (Josh. 7). 

Covetousness is no less a sin today. The 
mad demand for more, more, and more 
money leads men to the direst deeds. With- 
out covetousness our prisons would be prac- 
tically empty. Greed fills our jails, our 
poor houses, our brothels, our hospitals, 
our lunatic wards. Neither is this satanic 
evil absent from our churches, Paul re- 
buked those who were in religion as a 
racket; he would have stern words for some 
today. Let us take care lest the ministry 
of the Word becomes big business. 
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The first three years are the 
most formative years of life. More 
can be accomplished — or lost — 
at this time than at any other 
time of training. 

Horace Bushnell says, “Let ev- 
ery father and mother realize that 
when their child is three years of 
age, they have done more than 
half they will ever do for its char- 
acter.” How clearly the Lord 
Jesus understood the importance 
of the child! He always had time 
for children. 

The die is cast during these 
first few years. This is a 
startling responsibility! 
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2. Wealth is mischievous when it is an 
end in itself. The miserly soul will go to 
any length to get and to keep. Remember 
our Lord’s story of the prosperous farmer. 
“This will I do,” he said, “I will pull down 
my barns, and build greater, and there 
will I bestow all my fruits and my goods. 
And I wil say to my soul, Soul, thou 
hast much goods laid up for many years; 
take thine ease, eat, drink, and be merry.” 
We see what wealth had done for him. 
He had no interest outside himself. “I” 
and “my” was all that counted with him. 
That night he met irreparable .tragedy. 
“So,” added the Master, “is he that layeth 
up treasure for himself, and is not rich 
toward God” (Lk. 12:16-21). 

Money misused can become the source 
of positive evil. But the love of money 
has greater potentialities for evil than 
money itself. Its most awful possibility 
is that it may come between a man and 
God. “Ye cannot serve God and mammon.” 

3. The Bible never presents wealth as 
evil in itself. Indeed, it offers impressive 
examples of how possessions may be used 
for purposes of blessing. It was because 
Joseph of Arimathaea was “a rich man,” 
for example, that he was able to donate 
a tomb for the Lord’s body (Mt. 27:57). 
Zacchaeus, who is described as “rich,” 
learned how to use his money to prove his 
love for the Lord and his changed life 
(Lk. 19:1-10). And Barnabas, a land 
owner, turned some of his possessions 
into cash to help the needy believers of 
Jerusalem (Acts 4:36-37). 

So we see how Christian stewardship 
operates, and its principles are as sound 
for the poor person as they are for the 
wealthy. Whatever we have is an entrust- 
ment from God, and by proportionate 
giving we may bring blessing to other 
lives and advance the cause of the Gospel. 
Tp do so is to make an investment in 
eternity—“laying up in store . . . a good 
foundation against the time to come” 
(1 Tim. 6:19). As a contemporary stew- 
ard of the Gospel sometimes says: “You 
may not be able to take it with you, but 
you can certainly send it on ahead.” 


SEPTEMBER 13, 1953 

Courage for Christian Living 
LESSON TEXT: 2 Timothy 1:3-14 
Golden Text: “God hath not given us the 
spirit of fear; but of power, and of love, 
and of a sound mind” (2 Tim. 1:7). 

Is the price of Christian faithfulness 
likely to rise? In many parts of the world 
today the cost of loyalty to Christ is high: 
the noble list of martyrs has been in- 
creased by many new names -in recent 
decades. In some places Christianity is 
barely tolerated, in others it is persecuted 
to the death. What if the enmity of un- 
belief should engulf us? 

It was never easy to be a real Christian 
—not at any time nor in any place. It is 
easy to be a certain type of Christian in 
America today; but the consequences of 
absolute conformity to the will of Christ 
can still be unpleasant, and few are ready 
to incur them. If we trim our behavior 
before a society that is professedly friendly 
to our Lord, what would we do if we felt 
the pressure of a hostile world? “If thou 
hast run with the footmen, and they have 


wearied thee, then how canst thou contend 
with horses? and if in the land of peace, 
wherein thou trustest, they wearied thee, 
then how wilt thou do in the swelling of 
Jordan?” (Jer. 12:5). 

Today’s lesson challenges us with the 
unwavering loyalty of Paul and his ex- 
pectation of similar loyalty on the part of 
Timothy. Teacher and taught will alike 
have to examine their hearts for any sign 
of cowardice and compromise, and seek 
divine grace to “endure hardness” if and 
when the need shall arise. 


LESSON MATERIAL 

Paul’s second letter to Timothy was 
written under expectation of death. After 
two years of detention in Rome, he had 
been acquitted, and for a time renewed his 
apostolic journeys. Then fresh persecu- 
tion arose against the Christians, and Paul 
was arrested and again brought to trial. 
This epistle appears to have been written 
between a preliminary hearing (4:16-17) 
and his final arraignment which led to his 
condemnation and death. 

With the tenderness of a father’s solici- 
tude for his son, Paul was anxious to allay 
the fears of Timothy, who would learn of 
his friend’s re-imprisonment. Hence this 
letter. We note with what care he avoided 
any reference to himself in his opening 
sentences. His thought was not for him- 
self but for Timothy. So he rehearsed 
some of the familiar biographical facts 
about his young friend, at the same time 
assuring him of his prayerful remem- 
brance, and then exhorting him to play a 
courageous part in the task which had been 
committed to him. 

There is every indication that Timothy 
possessed a sensitive nature, and Paul was 
concerned lest the news of his return to 
prison would cause him to be “ashamed,” 
tkat is, would prove a stumbling block 
(v. 8). Timothy might become discour- 
aged and disconsolate, and thus lose 
heart for his own work. So Paul says, 
“I am not ashamed” (v. 12), and explained 
the secret of his own steadfastness. God 
had appointed him to his high responsi- 
bility as a messenger of the Gospel, which 
was no temporary expedient but a program 
of redemption conceived in a past eternity 
and brought to pass in the person of Jesus 
Christ (vv. 9-10). To have a high con- 
ception of ‘ministry was a preventive, in 
Paul’s case, against despair. He was on 
God’s errand and God did net mismanage 
His business or desert His agents. 

A second ground of Paul’s confidence 
was his personal hope in Christ. The 
Gospel which he preached he also believed, 
and he entertained no doubt that the Lord 
Jesus, into whose hands he had entrusted 
his soul’s welfare, was well able to carry 
out His part of the contract (v. 12). 


Second Line of Defense 

Paul was sure of the sacredness of his 
commission. He wanted Timothy to have 
an equally high estimate of his privilege 
as a servant of the Lord. So he said: 
“Hold fast the form of sound words... 
That good thing which was committed 
unto thee keep by the Holy Ghost which 
dwelleth in us” (vv. 13, 14). Timothy 
was in the second line of defense. Paul 
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would soon lay down his life for Christ 
and the Gospel, but he had committed to 
Timothy the trust of preserving the mes- 
sage and prosecuting the mission. That, 
surely, was something to live for! 

Teachers will want to read (and possibly 
use in class study) the additional verses 
selected for this lesson in 2:1-15. There 
the apostle likened Timothy’s task to that 
of a soldier, and summoned him to uncom- 
promising faithfulness and glad acceptance 
of the hardships which accompanied serv- 
ice under the banner of the cross. He was 
told to remember the sacrifice of the Lord 
Jesus Himself which was rewarded with 
resurrection (v. 9), and also the example 
of the writer, Paul. Then came the in- 
centive of promised recompense, offered 
as a “faithful saying” (v. 11), and possibly 
constituting a verse from an ancient 
Christian hymn: “If we suffer, we shall 
also reign with him... .” 


ng eo PLAN 
. The Apostle’s Experience 

a. Paul's sufferings 
b. The final scenes 

2. The Apostie’s Exhortation 
a. Timothy's danger 
b. A challenge sounded 

3. The Apostie’s Example 
a. Those who have followed 
b. Our world and our task 

1. Above all men, Paul had the right to 
demand from others complete .loyalty to 
Jesus Christ regardless of the cost. The 
record of his own sufferings in the cause 
of the Gospel induces amazement that one 
body could have borne such ordeals. That 
the account given in the Acts is incom- 
plete is made plain by the apostle’s own 
catalog of his distresses (2 Cor. 11:23- 
28). 

The closing chapters of his life are an 
outstanding example of consecration to a 
task. For two years he was detained in 
Rome awaiting trial before the emperor. 
At length, he was acquitted and given his 
freedom. Many would have accepted this 
as an opportunity to retire from active 
ministries and make sure of a peaceful 
close to life. Not so Paul. He immedi- 
ately resumed his missionary journeys, and 
may during this period have traveled as 
far as Spain as Christ’s ambassador. After 
some years he returned to Rome, and was 
then re-arrested and committed to prison. 
Martyrdom was inevitable; and, as he 
awaited the end, Paul wrote: “I am now 
ready to be offered, and the time of my 
departure is at hand. I have fought a 
good fight .. .” (2 Tim. 4:6-7). 

2. Paul knew the need for courage on 
the part of the Christian against a hostile 
world. His younger friend, Timothy, ap- 
pears to have been of a somewhat timid 
disposition, and the great apostle wanted 
to instill into htm some of his own forti- 
tude as he had received it from the Lord. 
For this reason he wrote the second 
epistle to Timothy. In Ephesus, an ugly 
situation in the church could overwhelm 
a man of Timothy’s nature, and the loss 
of Paul might plunge him into despair. 

We catch the high challenge which Paul 
sounded throughout his letter to Timothy. 
He marshalled every argument to give 
him confidence and to assure that he would 
be victor over every temptation to com- 
promise or quit. “Endure hardness,” he 
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said, “as a good soldier of Jesus Christ.” 
Timothy had not been recruited for a soft 
job, but as a combatant in the army of 
the Lord. As a soldier, ready for disci- 
pline and danger, he must be ready for 
every experience that life might bring. 

3. There is good reason to believe that 
Paul’s exhortation to Timothy bore fruit 
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in the younger man’s life. Certainly we 
may thank God for those who, down the 
Christian centuries, have stood firm against 
fearful odds, and sacrificed life itself 
rather than be disloyal to their faith and 
their Master. Neither are all the martyrs 
of the cross in the past. Modern times 
have produced great souls in Germany 
under Nazism, in Russia under Com- 
munism, in China under Red rule—men 
and women who have died sooner than 
lower their colors to the enemy. 
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Encyclopedia of Biblical Interpretation. 
By Menachem M. Kasher, Vol. 1. 
American Biblical Encyclopedia So- 
ciety. 262 p. $6.50. 


This first volume of a most ambitious 
work is the presentation of the vast 
storehouse of Jewish rabbinical litera- 
ture on a portion of the book of Genesis. 
If the editors can continue this work on 
the monumental scale begun in this first 
volume, the Encyclopedia will stand as 
the greatest work in the English lan- 
guage on the Old Testament, compiled 
from Jewish sources. The work exists 
in Hebrew in thirty-five volumes, the 
Torah Shelemah, and the present pub- 
lication is the first volume in an English 
translation. While Christians will recog- 
nize from our theological point of view 
the limitations of a Jewish interpreta- 
tion, the existence of this work, never- 
theless, is of very great value for all 
who would be true students of the 
Torah. 

The present volume covers only that 
portion of the law from Genesis 1:1 to 
6:8. In addition to all of the quotations 
from the oral tradition there are four 
modern essays on “The Concept of Time 
and Space in Biblical and Post-Biblical 
Literature,” “The Atom in Jewish 
Sources,” “Creation and the Theory of 
Evolution,” and “Creation and Human 
Brotherhood.” The volume is magnifi- 
cently printed. 

DGB. 


Crucial Questions About the Kingdom 
of God. George E. Ladd. Wm. B. Eerd- 
mans. 1952. 183 p. Index of subjects, 
authors, Biblical references, and refer- 
ences to early Christian literature. 
$3.00. 


This is a book of major importance 
to the Bible student. It is written by the 
associate professor of New Testament at 
Fuller Theological Seminary, a_ thor- 
oughly equipped scholar who believes 
in an inerrant Bible. These chapters 
were delivered as lectures to the stu- 
dents of Western Conservative Baptist 
Theological Seminary of Portland, Ore- 
gon in 1952. 

Dr. Ladd is well acquainted with all 
the important literature in French, Ger- 
man, and English treating of the kingdom 
of God, and surveys the various points 
of view represented in that literature. 
With the careful method of the scholar, 
he carefully analyzes all that has been 
said on the subject, and then draws the 
conclusions for his reader. Everything 
is related to the Scriptures, of course, for 
he is primarily interested in what the 
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Bible teaches. With the skill of the 
teacher, he makes frequent summaries 
of his arguments as he goes along, so 
that the reader may know exactly where 
he is going. 

Although the author is a premillen- 
nialist, he takes a broader point of view 
of the kingdom of God than does the 
average person holding the premillen- 
nial position. He believes the terms 
“kingdom of God” and “kingdom of 
Heaven” are interchangeable and that 
the difference is one of linguistic idiom 
and not of meaning. He believes that 
the kingdom is both present and future, 
although manifesting itself in a different 
form in the days to come. Whether or 
not the reader will agree with all the 
author sets forth, the material in this 
book deserves careful consideration. 

Dr. Ladd answers the arguments of 
the amillennialists in a splendid con- 
cluding chapter. This in itself is an im- 
portant and valuable portion of the book. 

H.W.O. 


So Great Salvation. The History and 
Message of the Keswick Convention. 
Steven Barabas. Fleming H. Revell. 
188 p., Bibliography, Index. $2.50. 
Many Christians around the world 

know of Keswick. All Christians should. 

In’ order that they may, this book has 

been written. It is a fascinating and in- 

spiring story of how God has used the 

Keswick movement to the blessing of 

untold numbers throughout the last 

seventy-five years. Even better, it is a 

setting forth of the triumphant message 

of deliverance from the power of sin in 
such a way as to warm the heart and 
bless the reader. 

Some of the Lord’s servants whose 
ministries have been most signally 
blessed have appeared on the Keswick 
platform, and the reader is given the 
privilege of getting the kernel of their 
messages through extensive and well- 
chosen quotations. At the same time, 
the reader is brought to know some of 
the messengers through brief biograph- 
ical sketches of them. 

Dr. Barabas’ book is divided into 
three main sections. The first traces the 
history of the Keswick movement and 
describes the very definite method of 
procedure in any given series of meet- 
ings. The second part of the book is the 
principal one and carefully analyzes 
what is actually taught at Keswick. It 
is in these pages that the Lord will 
speak to many a one, giving the reader 
to see that the Lord is able and willing 
to do so much more for us than we have 
tllowed Him to do, and quickening the 


reader to new desire to be more holy. 
The final section of the book is devoted 
to brief accounts of how the Lord dealt 
with and used such prominent Keswick 
speakers as Evan Hopkins, Prebendary 
Webb-Peploe, Bishop Handley Moule, 
Andrew Murray, F. B. Meyer, and 
others. An excellent and extensive 
bibliography is found at the end of the 
book, together with an index. 

Every child of God will be the better 
for reading this book. He will be per- 
sonally enriched in knowledge and 
should be enriched in grace, and will 
have an abundance of spiritual things to 
share with others. 

H.W.O. 


The Old Testament and Modern Study. 
Edited by H. H. Rowley. Essays by 
members of the Society for Old Testa- 
ment Study. Oxford University Press. 
370 p. Indexes. $6.50. 


Fifteen years ago the Society issued its 
second volume of progress under the title 
Record and Revelation. The present 
volume is a worthy successor to this 
volume and records “A Generation of 
Discovery and Research.” A work like 
this always fills me with great joy and 
with great sadness; with joy, because 
there is a little more evidence as to the 
absolute trustworthiness of the Word of 
God; with sadness, because so much 
scholarship is expended in useless and 
futile unbelief. 

This volume adds one more witness to 
the growing list of authorities which pro- 
claim the trend back to the conservative 
position in Biblical scholarship. “Today 
the whole scene is changed,” Professor 
Rowley writes in the introduction, “and 
the student of the Old Testament is liv- 
ing in a very different climate . . . There 
has been no sudden revolution, but a 
gradual and almost imperceptible change, 
and it is mainly in retrospect that we 
can see how considerable has been the 
movement .. . In general, it may be said 
that there has been a tendency toward 
more conservative views on many ques- 
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.tions than were common at the opening 


of our period . . . a conservatism that is 
both other and firmer than the older 
conservatism, just because it is critically, 
and not dogmatically, based.” We could 
bring many other passages with the same 
witness: “. . . tended to bring about a 
more conservative attitude toward some 
questions . . . ” “shown the historical 
credibility of these narratives ... ” 
“greater disposition to credit . . . with 
higher antiquity than was once thought 
likely .. . ” and so on. 

The best sections of this volume are 
those on Archaeology, by Dr. W. F. 
Albright. 

How far the higher criticism had been 
from a conservative position may be 
realized by a sentence like the following: 
“It will be seen that the movement 
toward more conservative views has 
been along more than one line, and that 
running through a great deal of the work 
of our period has been the treatment of 
the Old Testament as a fundamentally 
religious book. Its records have been 
treated not merely as records, but as 
texts written for a religious and even 
for a liturgical and ritual use .. . ” About 
this time one who holds a high view of 
inspiration begins to be sad, and the 
sadness is not alleviated as one goes on 
through the volume. 

The chapter on “Old Testament The- 
ology,” by Professor Norman W. Por- 
teous, is perhaps the saddest of all. 
Examples . . . “Right at the start David- 
son sets on one side the view that the 
Old Testament dispensation ‘is a designed 
shadow or adumbration of the New.’” 
In other words, the truths set forth in 
Galatians and the Hebrews are false. 
Again: “Konig rejects categorically any- 
thing in the nature of ‘spiritualistic,’ that 
is to say, allegorical, exegesis.” So out 
goes all Old Testament typical teaching. 
And again: “Eichrodt teaches that bridges 
have to be constructed between the OT 
and the heathen religions with which it 
came in contact and by which it was 
influenced.” In other words, some of the 
teachings of the Old Testament are not 
from God, but are accretions from 
paganism. 

Refreshing, however, is reference to 
the work of a German scholar, O. 
Procksch. It is to be regretted that his 
work has not been translated into 
English. The drift of this teaching is 
quite clear. “For the interpretation of 
Scripture we must, in the first instance, 
employ all the usual means of philology, 
historical criticism, and what Procksch 
calls Einfiihlung, an aesthetic condi- 
tion and identification of oneself with the 
subject matter, literally ‘feeling oneself 
into it.’ But all this is not enough. There 
are mysteries and paradoxes in Scrip- 
ture which cannot be apprehended in this 
way. The ‘pneumatic’ or spiritual world 
discloses itself to faith but withholds its 
secret from the ordinary faculties of cog- 
nition. Procksch goes on to say that the 
spiritual elements in the OT are not 
sufficient in themselves to awaken faith 
capable of fully penetrating their mystery. 
Their full meaning is only accessible to 
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Christian faith. That is to say, it is only 
the Christian who can fully understand 
the OT.” Excellent. This is also the teach- 
ing of the New Testament. The Holy 
Spirit writes to the Corinthians, “But 
their minds were hardened, for to this 
day, when they read the old covenant, 
that same veil remains unlifted, because 
only through Christ is it taken away. 
Yes, to this day whenever Moses is read 
a veil lies over their minds; but when a 
man turns to the Lord the veil is re- 
moved” (2 Cor. 3:14-16 RSV). 

The present volume is sad evidence 
that the veil is on the minds of most 
critical scholars of the Old Testament, 
but that it is removed from a few. 


D.G.B. 


Israel. Norman Bentwich. McGraw-Hill. 

224 p. $3.75. 

Norman Bentwich’s long association 
with Palestine, in various capacities 
under the British Mandate and later as 
a member of the faculty of the Hebrew 
University, gives him a rich background 
of first-hand knowledge of his subject. © 
His chapters on the history of Arab- 
Jewish relations, from the Balfour 
Declaration to the present U.N.-adminis- 
trated truce, are succinct, understand- 
able, and accurate. The entire book is 
marked by a freedom from bias not 
often found in treatments of this diplo- 
matically delicate and hotly debated 
issue. 

As he himself acknowledges in his 








Moments of Devotion 


GRACE NOLL CROWELL. 26 devotions, 
featuring original poems by Mrs. Crowell. 
“A typically heart-warming little volume 
for devotional and inspirational reading, by 
one of the best-loved writers of our times.” 
—Christian Herald. $1.50 


Friends of God 


COSTEN J. HARRELL, 43 inspiring daily 
meditations—so brief the busiest can find 
time to read—so meaningful: they light up 
the whole day—so vital that every reader 
will be helped to a closer walk with God. 

POCKET SIZE. $1.25 


Walking with God 


COSTEN J. HARRELL. “Consists of 60 
brief meditations which were originally writ- 
ten for his own church members. Perhaps 
this is the reason the reader feels in them 
such a personal message.”—Nashville Banner. 

POCKET SIZE. $1.25 


The Evening Altar 


CARL WALLACE PETTY. 16 readings 
and prayers for the quiet hour. “The sub- 
jects—such as courage, loyalty, work, 
and insight—lie close to the heart of 
thoughtful humans.”—Pittsburgh Press. 
POCKET SIZE. $1.50 
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DOROTHY WELLS PEASE. 70 daily 
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blies. The readings are arranged 
in 5 groups of 14 meditations each. 
POCKET SIZE. $1.25 


A Lamp Unto My Feet 


WALLACE FRIDY. 40 devotions for all 
of us—easy to read, easy to understand—full 
of helpful suggestions for daily living. 
“There is a directness, a simplicity, and an 
arresting quality about the writing.” —Pul pit 
Digest: POCKET sIzZE. $1.25 
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R. L. MIDDETON. 22 devotions which 
stress the necessity of “taking time” for 
communion with God. “Deeply devotional, 
interesting, and spiritually compelling.”— 
Watchman-Examiner. $1.50 


Windows Toward God 


CHARLES H. SCHMITZ. 86 brief medi- 
tations to “open the windows of the soul 
to the influence of the moral and spiritual 
world. . . . Useful for daily devotions, for 
the preparation of talks to young people, 
and for interesting religious reading.”— 
Christian Observer. $1.25 
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preface, parts of the book are out of 
date already, particularly the chapter on 
the immigration and the economy, due 
to the pace at which events have has- 
tened the deterioration of the situation. 
This is inevitable in writing on a live 
issue, and does not detract from the 
great value this volume can have in 
helping to sweep away the dense haze 
of ignorance and misinformation that 
prevails in church circles on the subject 
of Israel today. Many irrespcnsible in- 
dividuals and organizations go the 
rounds of American and British churches 
giving distorted impressions of the facts. 
This is due in part to their brief and 
superficial investigations, and in part to 
the fact that their enthusiasm for rais- 
ing money cclors their presentation, a 
coloring which in some instances 
amounts to nothing less than fraud. 

Professor Bentwich touches only very 
lightly on the subject of Israel and 
religion. His definition of Christian in- 
cludes Roman Catholics, Greek Ortho- 
dox, and a host of other eastern 
churches. The only evangelical groups he 
counts significant enough im size and 
scope to mention separately are the same 
as those which I found to be doing the 
best job during the six months I was in 
Israel in 1951 and 1952, namely several 
British missions and the Southern Bap- 
tists. He does not mention the much 
smaller but faithful work of the Chris- 
tian and Missionary Alliance. 

D.GB., Jr. 


Letters of a Leatherneck. Cornelius Van- 
derbreggen, Jr. 200 p. $2.00. 


This book is a collection of letters 
written by a young Marine Officer dur- 
ing World War II to his relatives and 
friends at home. It tells how the Marines 
trained, thought and fought, but it is 
not a book about war. It is a warm- 
hearted book about the presence of 
Christ in the midst of war and the joy 
of witnessing day by day. The author has 
a heart which seeks and finds good no 
matter what may come. Always personal 
work is pursued with humor, tact, and 
persistence. The results of this witness- 
ing, so natural and so joyful, are con- 
stant and far-reaching. 

In reading this book, one is impressed 
with the simplicity and joy of a twice- 
born man. One is also impressed with 
the wonderful way in which God engi- 
neers circumstances to provide fellow- 
ship for His children and opportunities 
for witness. To some the book may be 
repetitious and the writer somewhat 
effusive, but no one can read these let- 
ters without sensing the power of God 
to save men, calm their fears, and trans- 
form their lives. 

R.N.O. 


The Gospel According to Isaiah. John 
Calvin. Translated by Leroy Nixon. 
Wm. B. Eerdmans Publishing Co. 133 p. 
$2.00. 


Of the 342 sermons John Calvin 
preached from the book of Isaiah, the 
seven on Isaiah 52:13-53:12 are incor- 
porated into this volume, which sets 
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forth the author’s doctrine of the Pas- 
sion and Death of Christ in relation to 
the sin of the world. 

These messages were Calvin’s daily 
sermons delivered to his congregation, 
recorded exactly as preached. They are 
not theological dissertations, which chal- 
lenge only the mind, but rather sermons 
which warm the heart with their very 
Christ-centeredness. While not detailed 
analyses of the passage, they are care- 
ful and complete expositions of this 
soteriological portion of the book. Al- 
though they are doctrinal, as we would 
expect Calvin’s sermons to be, they are 
presented from a devotional and prac- 
tical, rather than from a theological or 
theoretical, viewpoint. 

One cannot read and study these 
messages without thrilling anew at the 
marvel of God’s plan of redemption. 
Christ is presented as the sinner’s per- 
sonal substitute, through whom our sal- 
vation is secured, whose death was an 
atoning sacrifice. These expositions not 
only set forth Calvin’s doctrine of the 
value of the death of Christ. but give a 
heartwarming understanding of the 
“Gospel of Isaiah” as well. They are 
heartily recommended for both doctrinal 
and devotional study. 

JDP. 


Jehovah’s Witnesses and Jesus Christ. 
Bruce M. Metzger. Theological Book 
Agency, Princeton, N. J. 21 p. 15 cents, 
8 for $1.00. 
An excellent pamphlet on the errors 

of Jehovah’s Witnesses by the Assistant 

Professor of Theology at Princeton The- 

ological Seminary. After a brief history 

of the movement Dr. Metzger sets forth 
the chief error of the heresy (denial of 
the deity of Christ) and establishes the 
truth by an appeal to the Scriptures. 
Afguments of the Witnesses are then 
quoted and refuted. Attention is paid to 
the erroneous renderings of the Greek 
that are found in the New World Trans- 
lation of the New Testament which has 
been issued by the Witnesses, who are 
shown to be false witnesses. To counter- 
act the errors of this heretical group Dr. 

Metzger suggests organization of true 

Bible classes in our churches, concen- 

tration on the central doctrines of the 

faith when talking with members of the 
group and refusal to be drawn into by- 
ways, and the declaration that the Bible, 
properly understood, and the historic 

Christian faith offer far more than does 

the distorted and aberrant teaching of 

Pastor Russell and his followers. 

D. G. B. 


Strange Texts But Grand Truths. Clar- 
ence E. Macartney. Abingdon-Cokes- 
bury Press. 192 p. $2.50. 

Dr. Macartney is known, of course, as 
a popular preacher. This is a book of 
his sermons and they are in a popular 
vein. They are not expositions of Scrip- 
ture, but they are effective presentations 
of Scriptural teaching. Each sermon is 
based upon an unusual text. Here are 
samples: “A woman slew him”; “Alas, 
master! for it was borrowed”; “Then 
shalt thou break the bottle.” Each sermon 
seeks to emphasize one particular truth. 


Every sermon abounds in illustrations. 
The illustrations Dr. Macartney uses 
are, as usual, taken from a wide ac- 
quaintance with literature and history, 
and are worthy of the exalted truths 
he endeavors to make clear. 

If one is looking for some new teach- 
ing, he will be disappointed. Dr. Macart- 
ney is content to set forth the timeless 
truths known to every Christian. They 
are presented in a way, however, that 
makes interesting and profitable reading. 

H.W.O. 


The Story of the Lord Jesus. Compiled 
by J. Elwin Wright and Elizabeth M. 
Evans. The Fellowship Press. 282 p. 
$2.50. 

This harmony of the life of the Lord 
Jesus will be of particular help to those 
who are just beginning to read the Bible 
and also to school teachers who have 
freedom to choose daily Bible readings 
for their classes. The life of the Lord 
Jesus is set forth in chronological order 
in the exact words of the Scriptures, 
using Weymouth’s translation of the 
New Testament. Each daily reading from 
the Gospels is supplemented by an ap- 
propriate passage from the epistles or 
the Old Testament. The daily reading 
is then closed with a short, pertinent 
prayer. It takes about three minutes to 
read each selection. Most harmonies 
seem cumbersome, but this well-planned 
book is extremely effective in setting 
forth the total life of our Saviour in a 
form which is inviting and practical. 

RN.O. 


A Handbook of Christian Truth. Harold 
Lindsell and Charles J. Woodbridge. 
Fleming H. Revell. 351 p. $3.50. 


Under fifty-two headings Drs. Lindsell 
and Woodbridge have presented to us 
outline studies in the cardinal doctrines 
of the Word of God. They do not write 
to systematize theology, but rather to 
present in an expository fashion the 
major themes of the Bible so that they 
may be applied to Christian life. The 
book “is designed to aid pastors in their 
sermon preparation; Sunday school 
teachers in their classroom work; teach- 
ers in Bible schools, summer conferences 
and institutes; and Christian laymen in 
general as they seek to grow in grace 
and in knowledge of the Lord Jesus 
Christ.” 

The outline expositions of the fifty- 
two subjects covered, which include the 
main doctrines of the Word, are satisfy- 
ing, accurate, trustworthy, and sufficient 
to guide to a knowledge of Scripture 
truth. The one weakness of the book 
is in the omission of a treatment of the 
doctrines of Future Things, with the ex- 
ception of a brief treatment of Heaven 
and Hell. While the book would have 
been enhanced by a treatment of the 
doctrines in the field of Eschatology, it 
is to be heartily commended to students 
who desire to study doctrinal truths, 
and as a guide to teachers and preachers 
who desire to present them through ex- 
pository teaching and preaching. 

JDP. 
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Adventures In Faith. Studies in the Life 
of Abraham. M. R. DeHaan. Zonder- 
van Publishing House. 192 p. $2.50. 
Abraham is an object lesson on the 

life of faith. Dr. DeHaan chooses some 
of the high spots in Abraham’s career 
for this ‘series of messages, and the re- 
sult is a stimulating, soul-searching, and 
satisfying feast of good things. 

The author’s style is clear and pointed. 
He wastes no words. This is a book that 
is a pleasure to read. 

Although Dr. DeHaan covers familiar 
ground, he brings forth, as usual, some 
things the reader will never have seen 
for himself. Here is no skimming of the 
surface, but rather a digging into the 
treasures of rich ore that are available 
to the Bible student. 

In spite of the careful exposition of 
the passages treated, the content of these 
messages is extremely personal and 
practical, and one cannot read them 
without profit if he is willing to act upon 
the simple truth set forth. 

H.W.O. 


A Bruised Reed. Thomas A. Lambie, M.D. 
Loizeaux Bros. 192 p. Illustrations. 
$2.50. 

In twenty-five chapters, Dr. Lambie 
has made to “live” some of the figures 
used in the Scriptures, familiar enough 
to the reader of the Bible, but not al- 
ways understood. Having lived and 
worked in Bible lands, Dr. Lambie is 
able to explain what is meant by “a 
bruised reed,” “a polished shaft,” “the 
shadow of a great rock,” “hinds’ feet,” 
and so on. 

But the chief value of the book is not 
in its explanation of these illustrations, 
but in the forceful spiritual lessons Dr. 
Lambie draws from them. There is 
blessing for the reader as well as in- 
formation. 

This is the kind of book that can be 
picked up and read at any point with 
profit. It is easy to read. Since it comes 
out of the experience of the author, it 
is full of interest. 

Every Christian. will profit from this 
volume, but preachers especially will 
discover in it instructive and effective 
illustrations for their Bible teaching. 


H.W.O. 





THE CROWNING GRACE 


Above all these things put on 
love, which is the bond of per- 


fectness. 
Col. 3:14. 


LOVE is the crown of all graces; 
the fairest flower of Christian 
character. It is so divine a quality 
that it knows no frontier. It can- 
not be shut up within the be- 
lieving family, but, like a torren- 
tial river, it sweeps away all that 
would confine it, and rushes out 
and over the whole world. Because 
God loves the world, we, too, 
must love it. 


W. GranaAm Scroccr. 
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With Correctly Grad- 
ed Sunday School 
Lesson Books! 





The training of a child is a 
startling responsibility. The first 
three years are the most forma- 
tive years of life. More can be 
accomplished — or lost — at this 
time than at any other time of 
training. 

Then each succeeding year — 
age four, age five, age six, through 
the teens and into adulthood — 
offers its special opportunity. We 
dare not lose a year in training up 
a child. 

Gospel Light Bible lessons are 
carefully and correctly graded for 
the entire Sunday school — from 
Nursery through Adult. Written 
in the language and experience of 
each age group, these courses 
cover the Bible in a systematic 
plan, the equivalent of a thorough 
Bible study course. 


You have to SEE Gospel Light 


lessons to realize their advan- 
tages. The materials for the pre- 
school child are in beautiful full 
color Bible pictures and include 
activity packets. The teacher’s 
program and procedures are clear 
and complete, making for the 
finest training of the younger 
child. 

Teach the Bible better with 
Gospel Light lessons. 

See for yourself. FREE sample 
books to examine. 





PLEASE SEND FREE INFORMA- 
TION on the Gospel Light Sunday 
School lessons. 
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@ “Oiltown! . . . Cowboys, saddles, cot- 
ton, cattle, ships loading golden grain 

. Booming, zooming, skyscrapers loom- 
ing—high on the Texas plain . . . Queen 
of the rolling Southwest .. . that’s 
Oiltown, U.S.A.!” 

The rollicking title song of Billy 
Graham’s new motion picture QOiltown, 
U.S.A. introduces the colorful city of 
Houston, Texas, where the story is set. 
An unscrupulous oil millionaire is in the 
SS i ee 
ranch owned by Kay and Jim Tyler, the 
leading characters of Mr. Texas, Billy 


daughter, sensitively portrayed by Col- 
leen Townsend Evans, is the apple of his 
eye, and he has kept her from knowing 
the shady, sordid world in which he 


close friends with the Tylers while the 
work on the new oil well progresses. 
Anyone who saw Mr. Texas knows 


that Kay and Jim Tyler, played again 
by Cindy Walker and Redd Harper, 
were saved under Billy Graham’s min- 
istry and are wonderful Christian people. 
It’s not very long before this becomes 
plain to the characters in Oiltown, 
and their lives begin to be turned upside 
down—or I should say right side up! 

Technically this picture is a great im- 
provement over Mr. Texas in almost 
every way. The color is far superior, and 
it is plain that writer-producer-director 
Dick Ross is financially less handicapped 
than he was in the earlier Billy Graham 
picture. The budget is still a shoestring 
compared to what Hollywood usually 
works with, and it is amazing how much 
has been done with so little. The shots 
of actual work in the oil fields are par- 
ticularly impressive, as are the pictures 
of the Graham campaign meetings. 

The acting is spotty, and this makes 
the Christian message of the picture 
seem labored and artificial in places. 


But the Gospel does get through, as does 
the supporting dramatic impact of the 
picture in showing how the Gospel 
transforms lives. 

The whole cultural milieu of the pic- 
ture is unashamedly Western. The back- 
ground is Western. The customs are 
Western. The music is Western. This will 
doubtless be distasteful to some East- 
erners. But it is important for us to 
avoid the delusion that Christianity is. 
associated inextricably with any specific 
culture. Rather it is a force that works 
through and transforms any culture. 
Most of us have realized that there is no 
single stereotyped Christian personality, 
but that each individual becomes most 
truly himself when he truly submits that 
self to Christ. It is the same way with 
cultures. We in the East tend to think 
British Christianity too formal and West- 
ern Christianity to be on the verge of 
irreverence. But to Western eyes we 
sometimes seem cold and to the English- 
man we are too free. Keep this in mind 
when you see the picture, and your 
heart will be warmed as mine was in 
seeing how God is not limited by 
geography or tradition. I have had the 
privilege of knowing personally most of 
the people who worked on this picture 
and they are among the finest, warmest, 
and most sincere Christians I have ever 
had fellowship with. 

Much of Oiltown’s music was writ- 
ten by Cindy Walker, whose profession 
is writing Western songs. One of my per- 
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sonal disappointments in the picture was 
the performance of the title song, for I 
have heard her do it so much better. 
On the preceding page there is repro- 
duced the music of one of the other 
songs she wrote for the picture. Theo- 
logically it is sound. Culturally it is as 
western as it can be. We feel that 
ETERNITY’s readers will be interested in 
this illustration of a type of Western 
campfire song. 
D.G.B., Jr. 


WINDOW ON THE WORLD 
(Continued from page 19) 


had ninety. In June the Bishop 
ordered the two churches combined. 
There were some who dissented but 
the Bishop foreed the order through 
and segregation ended at once. To 
objectors the Bishop stated that 
segregation was a ‘‘ product of dark- 
ness and the time has come for it 
to end.’’ Again I make note of this 
and state flatly that the people of 
the South will see two million con- 
verts to Roman Catholicism among 
the Negroes in the next decade or 
so as a result of this policy. 


NEGRO BISHOP CONSECRATED 

The importance of the consecra- 
tion of a Negro Roman Catholic 
Bishop in the heart of Mississippi 
should not be underestimated. The 
Bishop, Joseph Bowers, was a native 
of Jamaica, and he was being con- 
secrated Bishop of Accra, Gold 
Coast, Africa. But instead of hav- 
ing the ceremony in his home or in 
his diocese, the pageantry was 
brought to Bay St. Louis, Missis- 
sippi. Newspaper accounts under- 
lined that it was the first time a 
Negro had been consecrated Bishop 
in the United States. The staging 
was in order to let the Negroes of 
the South see Cardinal Spellman 
and other white church officials 
fraternizing with Negroes and 
bringing a mixed audience of blacks 
and whites into the church for the 
ceremony. There was no segregation 
either in the audience or at the altar. 
I venture to state that if the South- 
ern Baptists and the Southern 
Methodists do not follow suit hun- 
dreds of thousands of Negroes will 
become Roman Catholies in the next 
ten years. 


AFRICAN VS. AFRICAN 
The terrible scourge of racial 
hatred is not confined to differences 
of color. A sad piece of news out 
of Africa reports that blacks are 
hating blacks in Nigeria. Twice as 
big as California, and possessing 
30,000,000 population, the country 
is divided between 11,000,000 Mos- 
lems in the north and 19,000,000 
tribesmen who were originally ani- 
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mists, but who have been largely 
educated by missionaries. At least 
2,000,000 professing Christians are 
among this latter group. A Negro 
cabinet member from the southern 
group has launched a movement for 
home rule. He is not followed by 
the southerners, but pushed his 
cause in the north. When the Emir 
of Kano, the great Moslem town, 
decided to have nothing to do with 
the movement, the refusal touched 
off a race riot because the retail 
business of Kano is carried on by 
60,000 Ibos and Yorubas from the 
south who are much more alert than 
the Moslem population. After three 
days of rioting there were forty-five 
dead and two hundred injured. The 
Sudan Interior Mission, the Sudan 
United Mission, the Chureh of 
England and the Irish Qua Ibo 
Mission are among the most impor- 
tant societies working in Nigeria, 
most of them in the south ; and there 
are hundreds of large churches, 
many self-supporting, among these 
various missions. 


GRACE BEFORE MEALS 

The Vanderbilt Hotel in New 
York recently led the way to pro- 
mote a movement for saying grace 
before meals by having on every 
table, small cards bearing Catholic, 
Protestant and Hebrew prayers. 


PONTIFICAL FILM COMMISSION 

The Vatican has recognized the 
very great importance of motion 
pictures in the world today by 
founding the Pontifical Film Com- 
mission. Other similar commissions 
which have long existed are one on 
Biblical studies, one on _ sacred 
archaeology, and one for Heraldry 
of the Pontifical Court. The Film 
Commission was organized five years 
ago by the North American College 
in Rome, but its executive committee 
dates only from last year and its 
first meeting has been held late this 
spring. This Commission works 
closely with the International Cath- 
olic Film Office which has held an- 
nual study-conferences for several 
years; the last one in Malta was 
attended by cardinals and bishops 
and many missionary priests. 
Twenty countries were represented. 


CONFLICT IN AUSTRALIA 

There are great political conflicts 
in Australia, and an important 
Catholic journalist in England 
prophesies the victory of the Labor 
Party and ‘‘a long period of Labor 
government,’’ which he believes will 
enhance the Catholic position in the 
Commonwealth. Rome has recently 
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celebrated a great Eucharistic Con- 
gress in Sydney, and Catholic power 
was paraded to the utmost. The 
large immigration of Slav and Latin 
elements has increased the numbers 
of the Roman communion. A Cath- 
olic spokesman who is not likely to 
be followed by many in Australia 
has suggested a policy of permitting 
the immigration of ‘‘a token quota 
of colored immigrants every year.”’ 
This suggestion will make very good 
Catholic propaganda in India, but 
will have little effect in Australia. 


CATHOLICISM IN HOLLAND 

It has been one hundred years 
since Holland permitted the open 
entry of Catholic orders. At the 
recent centennial celebration it was 
pointed out that the Catholic popu- 
lation numbers 3,700,000 while the 
membership of the Dutch Reformed 
Chureh is only about 3,000,000. 
R. C. figures inelude babies; Prot- 
estant figures do not; therefore it 
ean be seen that the figures are 
rigged. Nevertheless, the R. C. 
population is now 38.5 of the whole. 
More significant, 35 per cent of the 
adults are R. C., while 43 per cent 
of the children are. Catholics now 
control the largest political party 
in both chambers of the States 
General and there are even Fran- 
ciscan monks elected to that as- 
sembly. Two sit there today. There 
are now more than 7,000 Dutch 
Roman Catholic missionaries, a 
larger proportion than from Ireland. 
This number includes fifty Dutch 
bishops serving outside the Nether- 
lands. The State has supported 
Catholic primary schools with sub- 
sidies since 1888, and secondary 
schools and colleges since 1917. It is 
stated that while private hostility 
to the church may still remain in 
the country, public hostility has 
vanished. 
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world for a fully equipped nation of 
men and women who will work to- 
gether in beautiful harmony to pro- 
duce a full grown “man.” All the 
twelve tribes will be there. Not one 
will be missing. 

I have prepared a list of sample 
Jewish men in our own country just 
to show how wonderfully wide and 
varied are the accomplishments of 
these wonderful people. Victor Bren- 
nan designed the Lincoln penny. Dr. 
DeLeon was a surgeon-general in the 
Confederate Army. Dr. Koller was 
the first to use cocaine in eye surgery 
and thereby opened a vast avenue of 
blessing to many. Dr. Siccari, a lead- 
ing Jew in Virginia, develoved the 
tomato and gave to the world one of 
our finest foods. Dr. Isaac Hays 
founded the American Medical Asso- 
ciation. Dr. Solomons was the founder 
of the United States Red Cross. Al- 
bert Einstein has. become one of the 
greatest scientists the world has ever 
known and through him the atom and 
atomic energy have. become a reality. 
Julius Rosenwald of Chicago gave 
over sixty million dollars to charity. 
He was the means of establishing six 
thousand schools for Negroes. An- 
drew Freedman gave seven million 
dollars for a home for the aged, re- 
gardless of creed. Bernard Baruch 
gave over a million dollars to the New 
York Universitv for medical research 
to benefit mankind. These are just 
some examples of what these great 
Jewish men have meant to our own 
country. 

After these bones came together, 
they were covered with flesh, sinews, 
and skin so they resembled in every 
detail living men. They had the form, 
shape, and apvearance, but there was 
no life. This is what we see today. 
The nation has been formed; they 
have all the likeness of one of the 
nations of the earth; they have their 
government, their postal, coinage, and 
henking systems, but there is no God. 
They have come together as a nation 
of Is~aelites without the God of Israel. 
The Temple site is in the hands of the 
Arabs and their city is somewhat con- 
trolled by the Romanists. They have 
no priest and no sacrifice. It seems 
apparent that God is not in all their 
thoughts. 

Now the crucial time will come. 
God will send His Holy Spirit to them 
in some strange and wonderful wav 
that we cannot comprehend. He will 
put it into the hearts of His people 
throughout the world to return to 
Jerusalem and to return to the God 
of their fathers. He will put the spirit 
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’ of migration in the Jews in New 


York, Chicago, Kansas City, and else- 
where. They will dispose of their 
property somehow and with vast 
wealth and great knowledge will re- 
turn to Palestine. The Spirit of life 
will come. We read in 2 Corinthians 
3: 16, 17 that Israel must turn back to 
the Holy Spirit before the veil will be 
taken away. They rejected Him, but 
they must receive Him, then He will 
reveal the Messiah to them. The Holy 
Spirit came to John the Baptist and 
he introduced the Saviour. He rested 
upon the Lord Jesus and He became 
at once a public character making 
known the God who was His Father. 
He filled Paul who established the 
church. He clothed Himself with 
Othniel, and with Gideon, and with 
Amasai, and with Zechariah, so they 
became heralds of God’s power. 

One day, and we hope it will not 
be long, He will come upon the people 
of Israel. It will be a miracle. They 
will spring into being in Palestine as 
a mighty army. It may be that this 
expression indicates that they will 
invade the city of Jerusalem, will 
drive out every enemy, every for- 
eigner, every false religion, and will 
rebuild their own Temple and re- 
establish their own worship. Then 
Christ will come to that Temple and 
Israel will again be the head of the 
nations. They will be ready to fight 
having all the equipment and strategy 
of war. Already Jerusalem has been 
beseiged twenty-seven times. It will 
happen again for the twenty-eighth 
time or four times seven. That will be 
the final seige as described in Zecha- 
riah 14. 

Friends, let us seek to be Spirit- 
filled men and women that we may 
pray for the peace of Jerusalem and 
may seek the welfare of Israel. 





GOD SUSTAINS 


Some people think life a burden, 
so do not wish to live. I have no 
sympathy with this, for I find life 
no burden. If we roll our burden 
on the Lord, and walk with God, 
and enter into what the blessed 
Jesus is ready to do for us; if we 
speak to Him, and put confidence 
in Him,—In the end we shall find 
every trial, without a single ex- 
ception, has been for blessing, ‘and 
thank Him for all His dealings 
with us. 

If sickness overtake us, it is for 
our blessing and profit,—there is 
no other end for which God sends 
it to His children but to do them 
good at their latter end. What are 
we to do? Tell Jesus. We may 
have to ask again and again, and 
wait, but we must ask Him to Bive 
submission meantime. 


Georce MULLER. 








MORE ABOUT THE RSV 
(Continued from page 11) 
arrested and brought before the court, 
and were assigned a court translator, 
what would be your chief concern? 
Would you be worried about whether 
the translator were a thief, or a Bud- 
dhist, or whether he really knew 
English and Italian and was ade- 
quately presenting your case to the 
judge? If you were freed, and the 
judge spoke a compliment to you 
through the translator, you would 
probably thank him for the work he 

had done. 

Another subscriber, this one from 
Oklahoma, says of my previous ar- 
ticle, “Comparing grammatical errors 
with spiritual errors is out. The 
doubt, however small or great re- 
garding the Deity of our Lord is 
enough. We do not read any further. 
When a trace of poison is found in 
food our food inspectors do not pass 
it however great the food value in 
the food under inspection. Let us be 
careful with our spiritual food .. . 
We cannot be too careful. May God 
keep you from man’s wisdom and 
pride in human knowledge. I am 
afraid after I know the doubt cast on 
our Lord’s Deity if I should give 
myself over to reading the complete 
work, I should be given over to com- 
promise which God forbid.” 

I do not think that the Lord would 
allow His redeemed child to be led 
astray as she imagines, for I am sure 
that she has not been led astray by 
the scores of bad translations that are 
in our old KJV. The Rev. E. W. Good- 
rich, pastor of the Baptist Church 
in Dillon, Montana, writes commend- 
ing my article and saying, “I know 
that it is an oversimplification of our 
task to think that all we need do 
is list the number of poor trans- 
lations within the various versions 
and vote for the one with the least. 
For this does not take into consider- 
ation the degree and seriousness of 
individual errors. To try this, how- 
ever, is an extremely subjective job. 
And within the bounds of orthodoxy 
there would be great differences of 
opinion and men would consider of 
more serious moment those’ mistrans- 
lations which happened to hazard any 
of their particular denominational dis- 
tinctives. However, and why this has 
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been completely ignored is a mystery 
to me, it seems very neglectful to fail 
to compare the number of errors in 
the various versions. In any area, I 
am a poor protagonist, and in this 
I am certainly not at my best, how- 
ever, I am willing to take on all 
comers when I say that for every 
mistranslation found in the RSV, I 
will find ten in the KJV.” 

Our brother may exaggerate slight- 
ly, but he has a very good thought 
in his next paragraph. “We are fall- 
ing into a trap of our own making. 
One of the certain results of 


and from all available commentators. 

Since the publication of my article, 
“I Have Read the RSV,” another 
article has appeared in the Alliance 
Weekly, official organ of the Christian 
and Missionary Alliance. Because of 
the fundamental position of this 
church (because it is now a definite 
denomination) I would have expected 
that many of its ministers might take 
the position against the RSV that 
many of the extreme fundamentalists 
have taken. To my delight and surprise 
I found a strong objective appraisal 


But the ingenious defender of the 
faith was not to be outdone. He 
skirted the law by using acid to de- 
stroy the offending volume.” 

The official attitude of the C. and 
M. A. begins as follows: “The RSV 
of the Scriptures must be appraised 
in historic perspective if anything 
like a fair judgment is to be rendered. 
It must be remembered, for instance, 
that when the KJV was offered to 
English-speaking Christians it met 
with strong opposition from the pub- 
lic. When the translators were ready 

to release the new version, 





this controversy will be a 
breaking down of the au- 
thority of and a mistrust of 
the KJV. This is going to be 
very hard on the people who, 
under our sponsorship, have 
come almost to revere a ver- 
sion because we have come 
to be so partisan to it .. .” 
Again, I do not think that the 
Lord will allow true believers 
to be led astray, for in John 
7:17 the Saviour said, “If any 
man’s will is to do his will, 
he shall know whether the 
teaching is from God or 
whether I am speaking on my 
own authority.” This is from 
the RSV and certainly car- 
ries more impact on our age 
than the same verse in the 
KJV. 

I believe that the trans- 
lators made one of their most 
serious mistakes when they 
translated the same set of 
Greek pronouns in one way 
when speaking of God the 
Father and in another way 
when speaking of the Lord 
Jesus. They jockeyed them- 
selves into an untenable position from 
any point of view. They should have 
known enough church history to real- 
ize that one early heresy trans- 
gressed by calling Jesus nothing but 
man and in denying His deity. An- 
other heresy swung to the other ex- 
treme and called Him only God, 
denying His true humanity. 

It would be possible for me to point 
out many errors in this new transla- 
tion, and I shall undoubtedly do so 
as I continue my slow, plodding ex- 
positions in Romans and as I face 
other passages throughout the Word. 
Whenever I discuss any passage our 
readers may be sure that I have read 
it in many versions and that when- 
ever there is any obvious discrepancy 
that I will have sought to get all the 
information possible from the original 
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A beautiful picture in national magazines showed a lamb 
within the hands of a shepherd. The prominent line of the 
advertising copy that accompanied the picture read, “In the 
gentle hands of shepherds .. . 
gentler shaving.” The president of the Wool Bureauy was 
quoted, “It is well established that men who sort wools in 
the grease form develop very soft hands.” 

But in the Christian life it is quite different. There are 
men who seek to work with God’s lambs who sometimes 
handle them very roughly. The reason is that they are 
working as hirelings and want little more than wool, and 
their hands become hard and grasping. For those who are 
true shepherds of the flock it is a well established fact that 
soft hands are developed from keeping the hands in the 
hands of the Great Shepherd. 


of the new version, showing its weak- 
nesses, as I did, and setting forth its 
strong points, as I did. After an in- 
troduction which pointed out the 
history of the controversy during the 
last few months the Board set forth 
“the official attitude of the Society 
toward the RSV.” From their intro- 
duction I take the following: “The 
hysteria against the RSV became so 
unbridled that some persons actually 
drew a line and declared that the new 
version now stood as a test of ortho- 
doxy: those who read it were the 
modernists; those who rejected it 
were the true believers. In one in- 
stance a copy of the new version was 
burned; another such instance was 
prevented by the police who invoked 
a fire-code statute to prevent a 
minister from burning the Scriptures. 


they found the clue to 


knowing beforehand how it 
would be received, they ap- 
pealed to King James to be- 
come its patron in order to 
give it standing before the 
Christian world and prevent 
its sabotage by those who 
opposed it.” The Alliance 
document then goes on to 
quote the letter of the trans- 
lators to King James, and 
continues: “In spite of such 
royal support the KJV was 
still opposed with such vigor 
that no copy of it was per- 
mitted on the ships that 
brought to these shores the 
revered Pilgrim Fathers. The 
Bishop’s Bible and the Gene- 
va Bible alone were acknowl- 
edged as being safe for a 
Christian to read.” There fol- 
lows the history of the ap- 
pearance of the revision of 
1885, and then: “The RSV of 
the Bible is now in the hands 
of the public. It is our belief 
that it is neither as good as 
its publishers claim nor as 
bad as its enemies declare it 
to be ... Its translators have 
unfortunately so rendered a few texts 
(notably Isa. 7:14), as to give the 
impression that they were attempting 
to destroy faith in the deity of Christ. 
It should be remembered that mod- 
ernists do not work that way. Their 
method is to allow the text to stand 
and then deny its divine inspiration. 
In its rendering of many New Testa- 
ment passages the deity and prein- 
carnate glory of Christ are actually 
made stronger in the RSV than in 
the same passages as they occur in 
the KJV. It is hard to understand 
why a group of translators who were 
setting out to destroy faith in the 
deity of Christ should confine their 
nefarious efforts to the Old Testa- 
ment when it is common knowledge 
that the New Testament is read by 
the average Christian far more than 
the Old. 
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“The Christian and Missionary Al- 
liance does not recommend the RSV, 
nor do we suggest that it be given a 
place above or even alongside the 
KJV. We do declare that the RSV 
is a monumental work and as such 
deserves the attention of the reading 
public. It may be used by the Chris- 
tian much as he would use any other 
modern version of the Bible, for com- 
parison and for such light as a 
slightly variant rendering might 
throw on the familiar KJV. Further 
than this we cannot go. With the 
passing of time the RSV will find its 
proper place in the esteem of the re- 
ligious world. After the present storm 
has abated Christians will read and 
decide for themselves whether or not 
it is a good or bad translation. Those 
who cannot go to the original lan- 
guages to check on the accuracy of 
a given rendering will have access to 
any number of books which will 
point out faults and inaccuracies, 
much as is now true of the KJV. We 
do not anticipate that the new ver- 
sion will have any influence one way 
or another on the faith of Christians. 

“In the meantime we desire to keep 
our hearts warm toward every man 
who claims to be a follower of Christ. 
Since we are not able to enter into 
the secrets of men’s hearts, we shall 
put the best construction possible 
upon all efforts of all men to circu- 
late the Scriptures in whatever ver- 
sion. The C. and M. A. has never 
been willing to engage in controversy. 
We are a missionary society busy 
with the staggering task of world 
evangelizing. Our missionaries now 
preach the gospel in 151 languages 
on twenty-two fields throughout the 
world. Many of our workers are 
laboring to put the Bible into the 
languages of nations and tribes that 
have never seen a text of Scripture 
in print before. Perhaps this may 
constitute another reason for our re- 
fusing to become unduly excited over 
any particular translation.” 

It was with great joy that I read 
this utterance. It gave me an even 
higher opinion of these dear people 
than I had held before, though I have 
seen their remarkably fruitful works 
in many fields and had fellowship 
with many of their leaders in various 
parts of this country. Thank God for 
their stand in love. 

In closing I wish to present a para- 
graph from a review written by Pro- 
fessor H. T. Kuist of Princeton Theo- 
logical Seminary, describing a new 
book God’s Word in Man’s Language, 
by Eugene A. Nida, who is Secretary 
for translation of the American Bible 
Society. “Perhaps,” writes Dr. Kuist, 
“the most instructive parts of Dr. 
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Nida’s book are those in which he 
treats the actual process of transla- 
tion. If every man is to hear the 
marvelous works of God in his own 
tongue, the translator must search his 
people’s language in order to find the 
exact linguistic equivalents for Scrip- 
tural phraseology. Otherwise gross 
errors are likely to creep into trans- 
lations, as for instance in the case of 
the central African reading, ‘Go sit 
on a stick’ instead of ‘Enter the king- 
dom of heaven.’ Native idioms may 
require strange renderings of Biblical 
expressions. For instance, in the dia- 
lect of one Ethiopian tribe, ‘let not 
your heart be troubled’ becomes ‘do 
not shiver in your liver.’ Among the 
Navajo Indians, the equivalent of the 
same expression is, ‘let not your mind 
be killing you,’ while among the Piros 
in Peru the exhortation would be, 
‘do not be hard chased.’ Among the 
Mende people of West Africa anger 
is a ‘cut heart,’ while the Miskito 
Indians refer to anger as ‘a split 
heart,’ and the Tzotzils as ‘a hot 
heart.’ Among the Conobs of Guate- 
mala an angry person is one who has 
‘red insides.’ Terms which might be 
regarded merely as abstract, such as 
sin, repentance, redemption, salva- 
tion, reconciliation, grace, justifica- 
tion, and sanctification, become 
strangely luminous in the vivid pic- 


torial imagery of primitive peoples, - 


and Dr. Nida has cited splendid ex- 
amples of each of these terms in his 
word studies. What better equivalent 
for the Biblical verb ‘glorify’ could 
be found than that employed by the 
Kpelle people of Liberia: ‘to lift up 
God’s brightness’? Thus the living 
languages of the world give fresh il- 
lumination to significant Bible words.” 

Let no subscriber think that we 
have departed from the faith in even 
the slightest manner. Let everyone 
examine his own heart, however, and 
see if he comes to his decisions 
through spiritual discernment, led by 
the Holy Spirit with the possession 
of all available facts in view, and 
above all that he does not fail to use 
a tool that the Lord has permitted to 
lie at hand, and which may bring 
many a mid-twentieth century young 
person to a consideration of first 
century truth, without the offence 
of sixteenth and seventeenth century 
English. 

And if conservative scholars can 
get together and make a new trans- 
lation that will be better than the 
RSV, we will gladly acclaim it for 
what we shall find in it, treating it 
objectively, and apart from the per- 
sonalities of the men who shall trans- 
late it. 

END 


‘TO THE SAINTS 

(Continued from page 9) 
perversion can be well imagined. 
“The depths of Satan,” which John , 
speaks of in Revelation 2:24 may 
have reference. to it, and we have the. 
authority of Irenaeus for the practice 
of unnamed shame by these base sec- 
taries in the name of God and for 
“salvation.” How evident such wick- 
edness was when John wrote his 
letter we do not know, but the story 
of Cain is oddly prominent in the 
chapter before us. 

VERSES EIGHTEEN TO TWENTY-FOUR 

Little children, let us not love with 
words and with the tongue, but in 
deeds and in truth. Then we shall be 
sure that we are of the truth, and 
shall reassure ourselves before Him 
whenever our heart condemns us, be- 
cause God is greater than our heart, 
and He knows all things. Beloved, if 
our heart condemn us not we have 
confidence before God, and we re- 
ceive from Him whatever we ask, 
because we keep His commandments 
and do those things which are pleas- 
ing in His sight. And this is His com- 
mandment that we should believe in 
the name of His Son, Jesus Christ, 
and love one another even as He 
commanded us. He who obeys God’s 
commands abides in God, and God 
abides in Him. And it is through the 
Spirit He gave to us that we know 
that God abides in us. 

This section, full of echoes of the 
Gospel, recapitulates many points al- 
ready made in one form or another. 
It might almost be supposed that John 
set down in note form several themes 
for his messenger to expand verbally 
with reference to the Gospel which 
was already in the hands of those to 
whom he wrote. Way, in his preface 
to Paul’s letters, suggests that such a 
practice might account for the diffi- 
culty presented by some of the more 
compact passages in the documents. 
“The bearer of the letter,” he writes, 
“always an intimate friend of the 
writer, sometimes his amanuensis, 
would probably be familiar with its 
contents beforehand, might well have 
heard the Apostle’s comments upon 
it, would possibly be entrusted with 
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supplementary verbal. communica- 
tions, and so would be prepared to 
explain difficulties, to expand conden- 
sations, and to supply any links of 
thought that might be required.” 

The passage under consideration is 
not at all obscure or difficult, but Way’s 
suggestion may explain the cluster of 
clear references to the Fourth Gospel 
which fill verses twenty-two to 
twenty-four. The writer obviously 
meant his chapter or section to close 
with emphasis upon areas of teaching 
with which his audience was already 
familiar, and in abbreviated style con- 
tented himself with clear allusions to 
doctrines he had expounded else- 
where, no doubt trusting responsible 
commentators in the church com- 
munities he addressed to make his 
meaning clear. 

The first four verses require de- 
tailed examination. Verse eighteen is, 
of course, a comment on the practical 
piety enjoined in verse seventeen. We 
should love, as Bunyan puts it pun- 
gently, with something more than 
“the lick of the tongue.” True love 
influences action. True love begets 
serenity of conscience. Verse nineteen 
touches the sincere misgiving of the 
spiritual Christian, and assures him 
of the witness within. “Am I loving, 
as I should love?” he asks. “I love my 
brethren in Christ,” comes the ready 
answer, Spirit-prompted, and _ the 
doubting self-distrustful heart is re- 
assured. And if conscience thus ac- 
quit, God, who is greater than con- 
science, in that he knows all things, 
will also acquit, comfort, and confirm. 
“He knows all secrets”—the light 
against which we sin, and the depth 
of our repentance. “Lord, thou know- 
est all things,” pleaded the bewildered 
Peter on the beach “thou knowest 
that I love you!” To this point we can 
always retreat. 

“And then,” continues verse twen- 
ty-one, “if our heart does not con- 
demn us we have confidence in the 
presence of God.” We approach him, 
in other words, like children and not 
like criminals. We have already (2: 
28) dealt with the word translated 
“boldness,” and pointed out that its 
basic meaning is “freedom of speech.” 
Dodd quotes aptly from the Conver- 


sations of Brother Lawrence, who said 
“that when he had failed in his duty, , 


he only confessed his fault, saying to 


God: ‘I shall never do otherwise if you , 


leave me to myself, "Tis you must 
hinder my falling and mend.what is 
amiss.’ After that he- gave himself -no 
further uneasiness about it. We ought 
to act with God in the greatest sim- 
plicity, speaking to Him frankly: and 
plainly,.and imploring His assistance 
in our affairs just as they happen.” 
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This “simple, plain frankness” is 
very near to the meaning of the Greek 
word. Confidence to the Greek demo- 
crat was the right to speak his mind. 
Without that he felt something less 
than free, and damaged in his morale. 
Christ gave us the right to speak 
without fear or shame to the living 
God. The wonder of it passes ex- 
pression. How poised, sane, fearless, 
in the mad, frightened world the 
Christian should ever be. In such re- 
lationship with the Father, verse 
twenty-two continues, children, 
obedient to His behests, will not ask 
what He is likely to refuse. And so 
John moves to his conclusion with the 
familiar theme of the all-importance 
of conduct. He has insisted strongly 
enough on correct belief, and on love, 
but both are illustrated by action, and 
the moral character begotten of our 
faith. We may possess all manner of 
enlightenment, but there is no spir- 
itual union with God without obedi- 
ence shown forth in righteousness 
(1:6; 2:4, 6, 29; 3:6, 7, 9; John 7:17). 

(To be continued) 





BELIEVING IS 
SEEING 


Jesus Christ. Whom having 
not seen, ye love. 
I Peter 1:8. 


It is true that we cannot 
see Him. But it is also true 
that the heart has eyes by 

- which it lIcoks away unto 
Jesus. “Seeing is believing” is 
a proverb among men: but 
“Believing is seeing” is a true 
aphorism of the spirit which 
clings to the Lord by its faith 


and love. 
F. B. MEyEr. 











MORE TO FOLLOW 
(Continued from page 6) 


was being sung at the hall. It was one 
of Sankey’s and is entitled “More to 
Follow”— 
Have you on the Lord believed? 
Still there’s more to. follow; 
‘ Of His grace have you received? 
Still,there’s more to follow. 
Oh the grace the Father shows! |. 
Still there’s more to follow; 
_.Freely He His grace bestows, 
Still there’s more to follow. 
More and more, more and more,’ | 
Still there’s more to follow; | 
Oh His matchless,” boundless love! 
Still there’s more to follow. cas 


As Sam joined lustily in the chorus 


tor 


he felt that he would like to attach 


the idea to one of his pictures. But 


what kind of a picture would convey 
so sublime a thought? He could find 
none. One afternoon, however, he 
chanced to pass a Tourist Agency 
and saw in the window a colored 
representation of Niagara Falls. He 
entered; secured a copy of the telling 
advertisement; and pasted across the 
foot of it “More to Follow!” 

Could anything be more to the 
point? However great the demand 
that the Falls may make upon the 
river, there is always more and more 
water to come! However great the 
demand that my needs have made 
upon the divine grace, there is al- 
Ways more and more at my disposal! 

This vision of grace, overwhelming 
and overflowing, rebukes the paltri- 
ness of my appropriation. I recall the 
story that Macaulay tells in his essay 
on Lord Clive. When Clive was on 
his trial, answering his impeachment 
before his peers, he was charged, 
among other things, with having 
taken a sum of two hundred thou- 
sand pounds from the Indian princes. 

“Two hundred thousand pounds!” 
exclaimed Clive. “Two hundred 
thousand pounds! Is that possible?” 
He described the way in which the 
Indian princes had admitted him to 
their treasure-chests, displaying to 
his astonished eyes heaps of glittering 
gems, wealth incalculable, gold be- 
yond the dreams of avarice. “I was 
invited,” Clive exclaimed, “to help 
myself, to take as much as I would! 
And is it possible that I contented 
myself with a paltry two hundred 
thousand pounds? I stand astounded 
at my own moderation! 

So must every man feel who stands 
with me beside this reservoir. He 
ponders the monumental, majestic, 
mountainous phraseology with which 
the New Testament sets forth the 
illimitable riches and indescribable 
wonders of the divine grace. The 
most tremendous terms falter and 
seem ashamed of their own pitiful 
inadequacy. The infinities of grace 
make the very universe appear tiny. 
Yet the amazing thing is that we have 
actually appropriated so insignificant 
a fragment of the glittering hoard. 
We have been mendicants when we 
might have been millionaires! We 
must. learn a. higher wisdom. We 
must lay daring hands upon. the in- 
exhaustible supplies that we have so 
shamefully neglected and live in the 
enjoyment of an affluence that we 
have never before known. Ashamed 
of the past, we must turn shining 
and expectant. faces to .the future, 
giving glory to. God for all the grace 
we have. not tasted yet. 
) END 
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RHODA 
(Continued from page 13) 

that the Lord hath sent forth His 
messenger and delivered me out of 
the hand of Herod, and from all the 
expectation of the people of the 
Jews.’” He pictures to himself the 
scene on the morrow, the disappoint- 
ment of the people, and the annoy- 
ance of the monarch whose hand and 
power had proved so feeble. He was 
conscious of this side of the situation 
first; and then later came the thought 
of escape, and of what immediate 
steps he should take to save himself. 
The order of his thoughts shows a 
calm and sane intellect, with a dis- 
tinct sense of humor. A fussy or timid 
person would have thought at such a 
moment only of flight and safety. 
Peter, as we can gather from this 
scene, even if we knew nothing else 
about him, was a man far above the 
common in respect of coolness, cour- 
age, and presence of mind. He re- 
solved that the best thing to do was 
to retire to some obscure spot, after 
first relieving the anxiety of the 
brethren about his safety. 

We observe that Peter had to think 
over the situation before he came to 
the conclusion that his deliverer was 
a messenger of the Lord. He had not 
as yet been conscious of anything 
apparently supernatural in the cir- 
cumstances, except that the gate 
“opened of its own accord.” He knew 
of no agent or instrument pushing it, 
but saw it open before him. Other- 
wise the accompaniments were all 
natural: the light was needed in the 
dark cell: he fastened his girdle 
round his tunic, and put on his thick 
upper garment and his sandals, be- 
fore going out into the cold night. 
The chains had indeed dropped off 
from his hands; but this occurred first 
of all at the very moment that he 
was wakened, and he had no knowl- 
edge how the fastenings were un- 
loosed. The “messenger” or “angel” 
appeared to him, therefore, in ordi- 
nary human form; and Peter only 
inferred his superhuman mission from 
subsequent reflection about the cir- 
cumstances. During the escape from 
the prison Peter was not in a condi- 
tion to think; he simply obeyed and 
acted. When, standing alone in the 
street, he collected his thoughts and 
reviewed the situation, he concluded 
that the deliverance was the act of 
God. 

Now, since previously the steps of 
the action had proceeded without his 
observing anything supernatural in 
the appearance or conduct of the de- 
liverer, it is not necessary to under- 
stand from the conclusion which he 
stated, that the deliverer was a super- 
natural being. In the life of such 
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Barnhouse Film shia on WCBS-TV 


New York, N. Y.—One of the most interesting Bible films 
ever to come out of Hollywood was shown ‘recently. on 
WCBS-TV in New York. Entitled “Three Equals One,” this 
fifteen-minute film features Dr. Donald Grey Barnhouse in 
a demonstration of the triune nature of God, showing in a 
unique way how God can co-exist in three persons—Father, 
Son and Holy Spirit. Lessons from nature are skillfully 
combined with blackboard explanations. 


WHAT WCBS-TV 
DIDN'T SHOW 


There are two other films 
currently being offered for 
showing to Christian groups. 
One also with a running 
time of fifteen minutes, is 
entitled, “Why Christ Had To 
Die.” Many persons, upon 
viewing this film, see clearly 
for the first time why it was 
necessary for Christ to die 
for us. 


Dr. Barnhouse in a scene 
from one of the films 


The second film, “Geography 
of Salvation,” runs approxi- 
mately 30 minutes and shows definitely that man’s financial, 
social, educational position has no effect whatsoever on his 
salvation. The scenic splendor of California is used as the illus- 
tration to bring home this truth in dramatic fashion. 


All three films, produced by a Christian-dedicated company— 
Great Commission Films, Inc., are in glorious color, and are 
available for showing on a free-will offering basis. 


CHURCH SERVICES, BIBLE STUDIES AVAILABLE ON TAPE 


For churches without a pastor, summer supply, shut-ins, and 
others, complete hour-long worship services are recorded on 
tape.* Organ music, congregational singing, Scripture reading 
and challenging message by an outstanding preacher are part 
of each service. Everything needed to establish a full-fledged 
worship service is available at extremely low cost, including 
tape-playing machine, and printed copies of Orders of Service. 
Bible studies, consisting of expository messages on great Scripture 
doctrines and passages, also are available. Teachers whose 
messages are recorded are Dr. Barnhouse, the Rev. Ralph Keiper 
and others. Each study is a half-hour long. 


*Message only also available. 
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THE EVANGELICAL FOUNDATION, INC. 
1716 Spruce Street, Philadelphia 3, Pa. 


Please send me complete information about: 


C1 Portable Church Services 
(C0 Evangelical Films 





(0 Tape recording, duplication, etc. 


Tape recording, 
duplication, editing, 
and other services 
are available to you 
at low cost, using 
the best professional 
equipment in the 
hands of a skilled 
engineer. 
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GOD'S JOY OUR STRENGTH 


Neither be ye sorry; for the joy 

of the Lord is your strength. 
Neh. 8:10. 

What a difference there is be- 
tween the energy of the healthy, 
joyous heart and the forced activ- 
ity of the morbid and depressed 
one. The one leaps to its task, the 
other creeps to it. The one discov- 
ers its meat and drink in self- 
sacrifice, the other limps, and 
stoops, and crawls. If you want to 
be strong for life’s work, be sure 
to keep a glad heart. But, be 
equally sure tq be glad with the 
joy of Lord. 

There is a counterfeit in the 
world of which we must beware 
—an outward merry- i jest- 
ing, and mad laughter, which 
hides an achi and miserable 
heart. Solomon compares the joy 
of the world to the crackling of 
thorns under a pot, which 
up with great speed, but burn out 
before the water in the pot is 


warm. 
F. B. Meyer. 











people in modern times as Dr. Bar- 
nardo, who from small means have 
built up vast and beneficial organiza- 
tions in reliance on the help of God, 
that help has come always in ap- 
parently natural ways. When a 
stranger in a hotel in Oxford, notic- 
ing Barnardo’s name in the visitors’ 
list, told him that he would make the 
first Village Home for girls, “we need 
not say that Dr. Barnardo and his 
friend received this as an answer to 
prayer, doubting not that the hand of 
God was in it.” Was Peter, or were 
any of the early Christians at that 
time, less able or likely to recognize 
the hand of God in the affairs of the 
world than Dr. Barnardo and his 
friend? On the contrary, the Oriental 
mind is far more prone to see the 
hand of God in everything that goes 
on around us than the English mind 
is. To the Oriental God is always 
very close. The Oriental thinks and 
speaks of God far more frequently 
and familiarly than we do; and yet 
in his way of introducing the divine 
name and supposing the divine pres- 
ence and action in the most common 
affairs of life, there is no irreverence. 
He does so, because he feels that God 
is always moving in all that goes on, 
great and small; that “not a sparrow 
falls to the ground without Him.” 
We, on the other hand tend to reserve 
the action of God for the big things, 
with the result that the logical mind, 
which cannot see any reasonable dis- 
tinction between the small and the 
big things, fails, and must necessarily 
fail, to see that hand anywhere. Was 
not Barnardo more near the truth 
when he saw the hand of God in the 
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bestowal of a needed subscription, 
and read in this act the fulfillment of 
his prayers? 

Such is the Oriental view, at any 
rate; and there cannot be a doubt 
that, whether or not Peter actually 
knew his deliverer to be a real human 
being, he would equally confidently 
conclude that this was an angel, the 
bearer of the power of God. Peter’s 
words should be judged from his own 
point of view, as they were meant. 
The Church was in the direst need 
when its leader was on the eve of 
death. The Church engaged in earn- 
est prayers. The prayers were an- 
swered. So much is certain; and we 
may safely assert that, whether the 
deliverer was man or a supernatural 
being, he was equally “the messenger 
of God,” in Oriental phrase. 

Further, we may take it as certain 
that the escape occurred in the dark- 
est part of the night, before the moon 
rose. The night following the last 
day of Unleavened Bread was the 
twenty-second of the moon, which 
therefore rose very late. The deliv- 
erance was doubtless timed, so that 
Peter should have a long period of 
darkness to place himself beyond the 
reach of pursuit. All the more re- 
markable is it that his escape was not 
observed until the next morning. The 
dawning was not very early at that 
season of the year; and several hours 
must therefore have elapsed before 
the guards observed the facts, and 
began to inquire what had become 
,of Peter. It is not stated whether the 
outer gate closed behind the fugitive, 
or remained open. Peter observed 
only what bore on his immediate 
movements, and evidently never 
looked behind him, until he collected 
his thoughts in the street at some 
distance from the prison. But we 
cannot suppose it possible that the 
outer gate of the state prison re- 
mained open for hours, especially 
after the moon had risen, without 
some one perceiving it and giving the 
alarm. The gate, therefore, must cer- 
tainly have been closed by the same 
agency which, unseen by Peter, had 
opened it, naturally or supernaturally, 
to let him go out. 

Now there cannot be a doubt that 
the “messenger” who struck Peter on 
the side and guided him had human 
form, and had opened the door of 
the cell; for Peter, who described the 
other details so exactly, seems to as- 
sume that this door was open, and 
that only the outer iron gate at the 
top of the seven steps (mentioned 
only in the Western Text) needed to 
be opened before them. But, though 
the “messenger” had the form of a 
man, like “the messenger” who ap- 


peared to Cornelius (Acts 10:30), he 
was to Peter merely an instrument 
used by the divine power. God works 
through natural instruments and 
agents; and Peter had none of the 
desire which we feel to investigate 
and state precisely the nature of each 
stage in his escape. The supernatural 
and the natural were not separated to 
his mind by any clear dividing line; 
the one melted into the other, and 
he was not interested in drawing the 
line between them. 

Luke also was not interested to 
divide precisely the region of the 
natural from that of the supernatural. 
On the contrary, it would rather 
seem that he in many cases purposely 
leaves a debatable ground between 
the two. Those who, like the present 
writer, assume as the starting-point 
of their thought, that the divine 
power does continually exert itself 
in the affairs of the world, must 
recognize that at some point the 
divine intervention (which is in its 
origin beyond our ken) becomes 
knowable to us, i.e., at some point it 
begins to act through means and in 
ways that are amenable to the ordi- 
nary laws of experience and reason. 
But where does that point lie? To 
answer that question is always diffi- 
cult. To answer it in the case of 
Peter’s deliverance is impossible, be- 
cause Luke intentionally or unin- 
tentionally—the present writer be- 
lieves, intentionally—leaves the line 
of demarkation in obscurity. Does 
the so-called natural action in this 
process begin only when Peter stood 
alone in the street, and was it pre- 
viously all “supernatural”? Or did it 
begin with the agent of the deliver- 
ance, in whose heart the thought was 
born and the means were carefully 
planned out? We cannot say with 
certainty. But we can say with cer- 
tainty that every one, whether he 
prefers to make the “supernatural” 
element larger or smaller, must ac- 
knowledge that at some point that 
element ceases and the ordinary and 
“natural” begins; and we can feel 
great confidence that Luke, who was 
generally disposed to enlarge the 
sphere of the supernatural, purposely 
leaves the transition obscure. 

Now there is no doubt that at the 
court of the Herods, just as later at 
the court of many Roman Emperors, 
the Christians had friends, sympa- 
thizers, and even adherents. Slight 
references occur in the Gospels and 
the Acts, which may half reveal a 
considerable background of fact. The 
wife of Herod’s steward was a fol- 
lower of Jesus. The “foster-brother” 
of Herod, Menahem, was one of the 
leading Christians, prophet or teacher, 
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at Antioch. Others have observed 
and collected these indications; and 
it is not necessary here to enlarge on 
them. There is therefore nothing im- 
probable in the supposition that some 
person influential in the entourage 
of Herod Agrippa I had skilfully 
engineered the escape of Peter. The 
occasion was well chosen, as we have 
seen, in respect of darkness. Even if 
Peter had suspected or known who 
the deliverer was, he would not have 
mentioned the name at a street door; 
and he would equally have regarded 
his helper as “the messenger of God.” 

This case is typical of what can 
fairly be expected in the narrative 
of the New Testament, and of the 
limitations which must be allowed for. 
The essential facts and the spiritual 
truth are placed beyond doubt in this 
story, for they rest on evidence of 
the highest kind. But those who are 
bent on knowing the commonplace 
facts, those who regard it as the most 
important part of this historical scene 
to learn who managed the escape, and 
how the guards were evaded, will be 
disappointed: it is utterly impossible 
from the evidence to do more than 
make a vague conjecture, founded on 
general considerations and not on the 
special evidence, about these matters. 
The reason is that such things were 
indifferent both to Peter and to Luke: 
they are mere details, which do not 
in any way affect Peter’s conceptions 
of real and spiritual truth, and the 
evidence does not even in the re- 
motest way bear on matters of this 
class. The historian and the sociolo- 
gist may long to know what was the 
relation of the royal court to the new 
faith: it would be to such scientific 
inquirers a matter of real value to 
know whether some person who pos- 
sessed influence at court managed 
the escape. Luke, however, did not 
write for them. Luke wrote for the 
Christian congregations of the Grzeco- 
Roman world: and he told what was 
of permanent value for those whom 
he had in mind as readers. This prin- 
ciple must be applied in general 
throughout the New Testament nar- 
rative. 

In the houses of Philip and of Mary, 
and in other houses of Palestine and 
Jerusalem, Luke had learned the 
general tradition of the early Church 
at its source within less than thirty 
years after the crucifixion. It is this 
general tradition that dictates the 
conceptions which are expressed in 
his history. The historian caught the 
idea as it was still fresh and young 
and living in the hearts and lives of 
eye-witnesses, and it lives for us in 
his pages. This gives a unique value 
to both the Gospel and the Acts. 

END 
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MEDITATIONS 
(Continued from page 23) 


unto Christ. By this is meant a 
breaking with the past, a change of 
life, a living unto righteousness. In 
this sense we are “separated unto 
Him.” But these false teachers are 
not separated in this sense. The word 
for “separated” here means literally 
“off limits, thoroughly out of the 
horizon or picture.” Jude is saying 
that they have absolutely nothing in 
common with the believer. In their 
conduct they dwell in _ territory 
marked “off limits.” Spiritually they 
are completely out of the picture. 
They do not belong to the fellowship 
of believers. They have not been born 
again. They. may be in the church, 
they may pay their dues but they 
have no interest in spiritual things. 
We should never be impressed with 
a person’s standing before men. We 
should be impressed with his stand- 
ing before the Lord. 


Lord, may our conduct always testify 
that we are worthy to be in the picture 
of Thy grace. 


SENSUAL (19) 


This word can be easily misunder- 
stood. It does not have to do with the 
gross sins which characterized the 
life of the false teachers. It is a tech- 
nical term which we might translate 
“psychical,” that is to say as Jude 
puts it “having not the Spirit.” They 
were natural men. They knew things 
through reason and experience alone. 
They did not know things by revela- 
tion. To know things by reason and 
experience is to know them in a per- 
verted way for all things have been 
marred by sin. As natural men spir- 
itual things were foolishness to them. 
They did not have the ability to ap- 
preciate spiritual things. A_ blind 
person may be brilliant and cultured; 
but if he does not have sight, he can 
never appreciate the things of vision. 
The sighted man who criticizes a 
blind man for not being able to see is 
foolish. The believer who expects a 
natural man to believe in the things 
of God is foolish.. He simply cannot 
do it. He does not have the Spirit of 
belief. 

Lord, give us to realize that it is only 
Thy sovereign grace which enables us 
to understand the things of Christ. 


August 12 


HAVING NOT THE SPIRIT (19) August 13 


At birth men are endowed with 
many things but not with the ability 
to know God as revealed in Jesus 
Christ. Sin has robbed us of this 
ability. It only comes about by the 
work of the Holy Spirit in our hearts. 
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Nicodemus learned this lesson. Our 
Lord had said to him, “That which is 
born of the flesh is flesh and that 
which is born of the Spirit is spirit.” 
Men can never understand the things 
of the Word. To argue the things of 
God with an unsaved man is a waste 
of time. We are to witness to him. 
We are so prone to argue with the 
unsaved. We assume that they can 
understand the truth we are telling 
them. They cannot! We must rely 
upon the Spirit of God to take our 
testimony and cause it to live in their 
hearts. “Faith cometh by hearing and 
hearing by the Word of God.” We 
must be faithful in our witness. 


Lord, teach us to rest in Thee believing 
that the Holy Spirit is perfectly capable 
of doing His office work. 


BUILDING UP YOURSELVES IN YOUR MOST 
HOLY FAITH (20) August 14 


It is wonderful “to be at home” at 
all times. It is good to come home at 
night and to be able to go into every 
room without putting on a light and 
find everything where you expect to 
find it. I am “at home” in my house. 
God would have us “at home” in His 
Word. We are to build ourselves, or 
make our home, in the Word. This 
enables us to know where things are 
when we need them. It may be that 
our way is dark; but if we know 
where things are, we will not have 
any trouble finding them. Are you 
at home in the Book? The reason 
you do not find things is not because 
God has moved them around. It is 
simply because you have not known 
where they are. You will find real 
rest in Christ when you know what 
He has promised you. 


Lord, may we study Thy word in order 
to know what Thou hast promised us. 
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PRAYING IN THE HOLY SPIRIT (20) 
August 15 
It is a great privilege to pray. It is 
our opportunity to speak to God as 
He speaks to us through the study of 
His Word. Prayer is another oppor- 
tunity for us to fellowship with Him. 
When we pray it is not as though we 
were telling Him something He did 
not know, but rather it is telling Hin 
we acknowledge His will and His 
goodness to us. We are to pray “in 
the Holy Spirit.” The Spirit, through 
the Word, tells us what the will of 
the Lord is for us. When we are pray- 
ing in the Spirit we do not ask amiss. 
When preparing an order for Sears 
Roebuck on the basis of their cata- 
logue we never would send the order 
to Montgomery Ward. If we did so, 
we would be ordering amiss. When 
we pray according to God’s Word we 
know that the answer will be on the 

way. 

Lord, teach us to pray—aright. 


KEEP YOURSELVES IN THE LOVE OF GOD 
(21) August 16 
After Bible study and prayer Jude 
turns to Christian conduct. It is to be 
characterized by love. We are to have 
the love of Christ in our lives. We 
are to keep—that is, to preserve—the 
love of Christ in every situation. This 
is a great obligation. Sometimes the 
way will not be easy. There are foes 
all around us even those of our own 
household. But we are not to think 
of ourselves; we are to think of 
Christ. Do we love Him enough to 
live for Him? He died for us. We 
must die to self if we are to live for 
Him. It is so hard to die. And yet 
we must die daily. One of the ways 
to do it is to love the unlovely as well 
as the lovable. Our Lord did it. He 
loved you. Are we greater than our 

Lord? 
Lord, teach us to love even as Thou 
hast loved us. 


LOOKING FOR THE MERCY OF OUR LORD 
JESUS CHRIST (21) August 17 

This phrase gives the reason why 
we are to “keep in the love of God.” 
There is only one reason why we 
have been left upon the earth. We 
are to be witnesses of the Lord Jesus 
Christ till He comes again. We are 
to be witnesses in order that men 
might be born again and thus come 
to a knowledge of the Lord Jesus 
Christ. Thus Jude writes “looking 
for the mercy.” In what sense does 
he mean this? Already we as be- 
lievers know the mercy of our Lord 
in salvation. As we take a closer look 
at the expression “looking for” we find 
that it comes from the word which 
means “give access to.” Through our 
lives the mercy of Christ is to be made 
available to those who know Him not. 
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We are the channels whom God uses 

to carry His Gospel to the lost and we 

are to be in His love so that our own 

lives will not clog the channel of His 
mercy. 

Lord, make us clean channels 

for Thy mercy. 


UNTO ETERNAL LIFE (21) August 18 
This completes the picture. We are 
the channels of mercy which lead to 
eternal life. It is quite evident that 
the verse does not have the believer 
in mind as far as eternal life is con- 
cerned, for we already have it. Eter- 
nal life is not offered as a reward for 
good works. The eternal life here 
spoken of is for those who do not yet 
know the Lord. By our love for the 
lost Christ is enabled to use us as 
channels of His mercy to bring the 

lost to Himself. 
Lord, may we see our high privilege as 
soul winners that we may live as chan- 
nels of Thy mercy. 


AND OF SOME HAVE COMPASSION (22) 
August 19 
Jude exhorts us here to be merci- 
ful. We are the only ones in this age 
of grace who are in the position to 
demonstrate God’s mercy in action. 
He could have chosen other means, 
but He did not. As channels of His 
mercy we are to be merciful. How 
merciful, we may ask—as merciful 
as He is rich. Remember that God, 
who is rich in mercy, was merciful 
to us. We are to be on the alert to 
show God’s mercy in order that we 
may win some soul for Christ. This 
is a far-sighted view which we are to 

take of all our experiences. 

Lord, teach us to take the far-sighted 
view of Thy mercy and not the near- 
sighted view of our selfishness. 


MAKING A DIFFERENCE (22) August 20 
Solomon asked for the greatest of 
all gifts—wisdom. We may have health, 
wealth, power, beauty, and knowl- 
edge; but if we do not have wisdom, 
we may lose all the rest from misuse. 
Wisdom is an indispensable gift in the 
winning of souls. Discernment of a 
given situation can save many a 
blunder. Now in the phrase “making 
a difference,” Jude uses the Greek 
term which says “judge the situation 
thoroughly.” We are to approach our 
witness to a soul as a doctor does 
his patient. We are not to prejudge 
the case. We must be objective. Our 
goal is not to condemn but to save. 
Salvation is the prize. And so, care- 
fully, prayerfully, we are to make a 
difference. We shall never misjudge 
the case if mercy is our watchword. 
With calmness and peace we shall be 
able to face the most dreadful cases 
of spiritual cancer ready to cleanse 
and make whole. 
Lord, teach us to make a difference. 


AND OTHERS SAVE WITH FEAR (23) 
August 21 


A surgeon who is about to do an 
operation does not rush into his work. 
He takes time in preparation guard- 
ing against the infection that the 
diseased tissue he is to remove may 
give him. As delicate as may be the 
operation, as skillful as may be his 
artistry, he is ever susceptible to the 
disease he would banish. So are we 
in the saving of a soul. Sin is ever 
ready to attack us. We are to guard 
ourselves well in the saving of souls. 
This is the reason for Jude’s advice, 
“And some save with fear.” If the 
Word is dwelling in us then we shall 
be clean. Sin cannot find a foothold 
or hearthold within the believer who 
is drenched in the antiseptic of the 
Word. 

Lord, guard us against the sin we would 
overcome in others. 


PULLING THEM OUT OF THE FIRE (23) 
August 22 


Some people are really down in sin. 
Should God’s mercy be made avail- 
able to them? Of course! But the 
work is extremely dangerous. The 
word which Jude uses would suggest 
a modern incident taken from the 
last war. When London was being 
bombed blocks and blocks of the city 
were set on fire. Buildings were de- 
stroyed on every hand. In order to 
stop the fiery march of the flames it 
Was necessary to use explosives to 
bomb an area which would make an 
open place causing a counter fire. 
Thus the raging flames were quenched. 
Jude suggests that at times it may be 
necessary to use strong measures to 
deliver a soul from the clutches of 
sin and death. Only the Lord can arm 
us for such a task. 

Lord, arm us to do Thy work 
for Thy glory. 


HATING EVEN THE GARMENTS SPOTTED 
BY THE FLESH (23) August 23 
Jude reminds us that we are always 
to hate sin even though we are to 
show mercy to the sinner. He here 
uses a figure of speech which shows 
the loathsomeness of sin. We are not 
to be spotted by the sin of another. 
Thus he re-emphasizes that we are 
to look to our conduct in order that 
our walk is not hindered by the com- 
pany we keep. If our conduct is un- 
questionable, our motives will be un- 
questioned. Many times we do not 
keep ourselves free from the sin from 
which we would deliver others. 
Lord, be our shield as we do 
exploits for Thee. 


WHO IS ABLE TO KEEP US FROM FALLING 
(24) August 24 


Jude now turns from us to our Lord 
and in these last two verses closes 
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. this little letter with a great doxology. 


He describes a number of things 
which the Lord is going to do for us. 
First, He is going to keep us from 
stumbling. A father walks up the 
street with his child. The child has 
him by the hand. At a break in the 
pavement the child stumbles, the jar 
causing him to let go of the father’s 
hand. He falls to the ground. An- 
other father takes his child up the 
street. He has her by the hand. At 
the same break in the pavement the 
second child stumbles but there is a 
difference. The father, having the 
child by the hand, and feeling the jar 
takes it as a signal to raise up the 
child and by so doing keeps her from 
falling. This is what the Lord does 
for us. It is in the present tense to 
tell us that He continually does this 

day by day in our behalf. 
Lord, we thank Thee for keeping us 
from falling. 


AND TO PRESENT YOU FAULTLESS (24) 
August 25 


We are going to be presented to the 
Father without fault. This is a great 
hope to which to look forward. The 
Greek is interesting in that the word 
“present” suggests that we shall 
“stand before Him.” Then, by His 
grace we shall be able to stand before 
God without reproach, without sin, 
without anything against us. 

Lord, we praise Thee for the day 
of our presentation. 


BEFORE THE PRESENCE OF HIS GLORY (24) 
August 26 


Men give much to be presented to 
an earthly monarch. Christ gave all 
He had that we might be presented 
to God. This is our hope. We shall be 
dressed in the righteousness of Christ. 
He is awaiting the hour of our pres- 
entation. Let us live for Him that 
He may not be ashamed of us on that 
day of days. 

Lord, may we live for Thee now, ever 
mindful of our future in Thy glorious 
presence. 


WITH EXCEEDING JOY (24) August 27 
Each of us who has been saved 
knows his own heart and must ac- 
knowledge it to be incurably wicked 
(Jer. 17:9). Yet He has told us that 
if we abide in Him “we may have 
confidence and not be ashamed before 
Him at his coming” (1 John 2:28). 
But the miracle of this presentation 
is that “He is not ashamed to call us 
his brethren.” We have given Him 
cause to be ashamed of us—but He 
is not. He is going to present us to 
the Father with exceeding joy. 
Lord, may we who have this hope in 
Him purify ourselves even as He is pure. 
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TO THE ONLY WISE GOD OUR SAVIOUR (25) 
August 28 
With Jude we must. say that God is 
truly wise—God our Saviour. When 
we consider the plan of salvation we 
confess nothing has been overlooked, 
nothing has been included which is 
not necessary. Surely, it is a work of 
God. And with Jude we enter into 
the praise of Him who brought this 
salvation to us. 
Lord, We praise Thee for so 
great salvation. 
BE GLORY AND MAJESTY (25) August 29 
These two words are almost the 
same yet there is a difference in 
meaning. The term “glory” has to do 
with the eternal plan of God, looking 
forward to its fulfillment. Paul uses 
this term in connection with the sov- 
ereign plan of God. It has to do with 
the fullness of the Deity in His total 
expression. God is represented as 
having completed this phase of sal- 
vation when the redeemed saints are 
presented to Him. In the term 
“majesty” we have the total power 
of God’s might set forth. It is the 
strength of God which has brought 
about the fulfilling of His plan. And 
thus because of His might and glory 
we praise Him. 
Lord, we praise Thee for what Thou art. 
DOMINION AND POWER (25) August 30 
These words, too, are almost syn- 
onyms but there is a shade of differ- 
ence. In the first word we have the 
rule of God emphasized. All things 
are His. Now He shall make His rule 
manifest. He has the right to rule. 
He has made us, He has redeemed us, 
He now owns us. In the word 


“power” is suggested His ability to 
rule. He has made us what we ought 
to be. And now to Him is the power 


given. 
Lord, be our Lord by making us 
Thy slaves. 
BOTH NOW, AND FOREVER. AMEN (25) 
August 31 


This is not an idle phrase in the 
thought of Jude. It is not a faraway 
hope. It is to be lived now. “Both 
now...” Are we allowing the Lord 
to have the dominion in our lives— 
now? Does He have the glory and 
the power in us—now? This is God’s 
will for us. Let us live the doxology 
now which we shall offer to Him then, 
in the glory. 

Lord, we will live for Thee here. 
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when the doors go shut 


Ay Hf © WILL CARRY THE GOSPEL? 


Even as Christ left His work in the hands of 
His disciples, so must we realize the importance 
of trained native Christian workers in other 
countries. When doors shut in our faces, will we 
have provided the means for a continuation of 
the Gospel there? 
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THREE-FOLD DELIVERANCE 
(Continued from page 8) 


If a man prefers the company of 
worldlings to that of God’s people, 
then he is a worldling himself. If a 
man lives to please self rather than 
God, he is yet dead in trespasses and 
sin. 

“Faith if it hath not works is dead’ 
(Jas. 2:17). A faith which does not 
transform the life, which does not 
produce practical godliness, which 
does not issue in personal obedience 
to God in the daily walk, is 


and doeth them, I will liken him to a 
wise man, which built his hduse upon 
a rock ... And every one that hear- 
eth these sayings of mime and doeth 
them not, shall be likened unto a fool- 
ish man, which built his house upon 
the sand’ (Mt. 7:24, 26). 

“‘He that saith, I know him, and 
keepeth not his commandments, is a 
liar, and the truth is not in him’ (1 
John 2:3). Does such language sound 
harsh to you? If so, your ears are too 
fastidious. Let none be found mur- 
muring against them, for they are the 


bosom. But love is faithful, and faith- 
fulness calls for a real endeavor to 
disillusion deluded souls. It is a spur- 
ious charity which, out of fear of 
hurting another’s feelings, makes no 
effort to expose the lie on which he is 
resting, the more so because that lie 
will damn him for all eternity if not 
abandoned and turned from. Better 
far to be made wretched now, while 
there is hope of sorrow being turned 
to joy, than to weep and wail forever 

and ever. 
“Though such be not its central 
theme, nor its chief purpose, 





not ‘the faith of God’s elect’ 
(Tit. 1:1). The grace of God 
which brings salvation to a 
soul, also teaches that soul 
to deny ungodly and 
worldly lusts, and to live 
‘soberly, righteously, and 
godly in this present world’ 
(Tit. 2:11, 12). Christ gave 
Himself for a people who 
should be ‘zealous of good 
works’ (Tit. 2:14). Those 
born of the Spirit have been 
‘created in Christ Jesus un- 
to good works which God 
hath before ordained that 
we should walk in them’ 
(Eph. 2:10). If then I am 
not walking in good works, 
I have no right to regard 
myself as a _ regenerated 
soul. If my professing breth- 
ren are not ‘zealous of good 
works,’ then, as yet, I have 
no Scriptural reason to re- 
gard them as among that 
favored number for whom 
Christ gave Himself. Good 
works are not required in 
order to obtain salvation 
but they are the certain 
fruit of salvation. 

“Near the close of the 
sermon on the mount, the 
Lord Jesus spoke of two 
foundations on which men 
built their houses, the one 
on the ‘rock’ and the other 





Beauty, it has been said, is only skin deep. But modern 
surgery has demonstrated that ugliness is not even skin deep. 
Scars, pockmarks, freckles, blemishes from acne or other 
causes have been shown to penetrate not more than half the 
thickness of the skin. Dr. Preston C. Johnson, of Philadelphia, 
devised the process of using common, ordinary sandpaper for 
the removal of about half the thickness of defective skins. 
The patients are anesthetized, the skin is sandpapered bleeds 
as when scraped badly, is then wrapped in sterilized gauze, 
which is removed after about four days. The skin is very red, 
but recreates itself and without the blemishes which were 
in the surface. 


The believers in the Lord Jesus Christ have had the sin of 
the heart dealt with by the redemption that is from the 
cross. Then, in addition to this, the Lord begins a sand- 
Papering process on us. Day by day He lets all the process 
of life, sharp as any abrasive, rub upon us, to bring us to a 
consciousness of what we are by nature and what we are by 
grace. Then the new life of Christ keeps on its work within 
us, forming Christ in us and fashioning us according to His 
image (Rom. 8:29). 


yet the first epistle of John 
might well be designated, 
The Testing of Christian 
Profession. Much in it is 
exceedingly pertinent to the 
days in which we live, for 
these are the Perilous Times 
foretold in 2 Timothy 3 in 
which live multitudes ‘hav- 
ing a form of godliness, but 
denying the power thereof’ 
(v 5). Three times over in 
the first chapter of John’s 
epistle we find the words ‘If 


we say ...’ and three times 
in the second chapter, ‘He 
that saith . . . ’ Each of 


these is followed by a state- 
ment which shows that the 
mere saying is not enough. 
Then in 3:7 we read, ‘Little 
children, let no man deceive 
you; he that doeth right- 
eousness is righteous.’ 
Again, in 3:18 we are told, 
‘My little children, let us 
not love in word, neither in 
tongue; but in deed and in 
truth. Thus is profession 
tested, put to proof. 

“He that saith I know 
him, and keepeth not his 
commandments is a liar and 
the truth is not him.’ There 
are many in these days who 
do say, ‘I know Him, who 
are loud in declaring that 
they have a saving knowl- 





on the ‘sand.’ Many pro- 

fessing Christians are familiar with 
this figure, but very few can define 
correctly (without looking up the pas- 
sage) the particular characters whom 
the Lord described as building on 
rock and sand. Who is the one who 
builds upon the rock? Who is the one 
who builds upon the sand? What is it 
that differentiates the one builder 
from the other? How many readers 
can answer without consulting their 
Bibles? Christ did not say that the 
builder on the rock was a believer, 
and the builder on the sand an un- 
believer. Instead, He said, ‘Whoso- 
ever heareth these sayings of mine 
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words of the thrice-holy God. Truth 
is always plain and to the point; it is 
error that needs the artificial elegan- 
cies of speech to embellish it. Faith- 
fulness never flatters. Far better is to 
be made miserable by Truth’s ex- 
posure than to have a false peace 
maintained by Satan, the father of 
lies. 

“He that saith I know Him, and 
keepeth not His commandments is a 
liar, and the truth is not in Him.’ Let 
it not be overlooked that the apostle 
whom God first employed to write 
these words was the apostle of love, 
the one who leaned upon the Master’s 


edge of him, but who keep 

not His commandments. Yet so bla- 
tant is the lawless, Antinomian spirit 
of this age that there is a large section 
of professing Christians, headed by 
men claiming great proficiency in 
‘rightly dividing the word of truth,’ 
who insist that grace and law are 
mortal enemies, that to press ‘com- 
mandments’ upon people, (even the 
commandments of God), is seeking to 
bind on them a burden grievous to be 
borne. But apart from these extrem- 
ists, the rank and file of professing 
Christians evidence little or no sub- 
jection to the commandments of God. 
“How few today respect the com- 
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‘mand concerning the Lord’s day! How 


grievously is that day desecrated! 
How few regard the word ‘Owe no 
man anything’ (Rom. 13:8). Profes- 
sing Christians run into debt as 
freely as do non-professors. Chris- 
tian parents are bidden to bring up 
their children ‘in the nurture and 
admonition of the Lord’ (Eph. 6:4). 
Are they doing so? Servants are or- 
dered to be obedient to their masters 
with fear and trembling ‘as unto 
Christ’ (Eph. 6:5). Are they? Wives 
are bidden to submit themselves to 
their husbands, as unto the Lord, and 
this ‘in every thing’ (Eph. 5:22-24). 
Do they? Husbands are commanded 
to love their wives as Christ also 
loved the Church (Eph. 5:25), and to 
give honor to the wife as the weaker 
vessel (1 Pet. 3:7). Do they?...” 
And the list might be prolonged al- 
most indefinitely. Christians are or- 
dered never to listen to gossip, and in 
the case when it refers to a leader in 
the church they are to insist on two 
or three witnesses being present (1 
Tim. 4:4). One woman brazenly told 
me that if she obeyed that verse in 
the Bible she would never hear what 
was going on. “The terrible thing is 
that violations of these and other 
commandments of God are regarded 
as trifles, things of little moment. But 
be not deceived, ‘He that saith, I know 
Him, and keepth not His command- 
ments, is a liar, and the truth is not 
in him.’ May the Holy Spirit apply 
this searching to your hearts.” 

We may conclude, then, that there 
is present deliverance provided for 
every believer against the outbreaks 
of the Adamic nature, and that the 
Lord furnishes the deliverance to us 
day by day, moment by moment, and 
that the marks of a true believer in- 
clude the appropriation of that deliv- 
erance for general victory. The 
professing Christian who habitually 
practices sin cannot be considered as 
regenerated in the Bible sense of the 
term. We look at our own selves and 
are thankful that we deal with the 
God of all grace, and that He alone 
is able to discern the thoughts and 
intents of the heart. 


Now with these two phases of de- 
liverance dealt with, it is possible to 
return to our text in order to under- 
stand a third phase of deliverance, 
which is specifically presented here. 
In the light of what we have seen in 
previous studies we see that the com- 
ing of the Holy Spirit has awakened 
a special sensitiveness within the true 
believer and that there is an earnest 
desire for pure and perfect, unmixed 
good. The spirit is immediately aware 
of the seepage of the flesh within the 
life and aware that this seepage taints, 
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scholar with a gift for sharing Biblical inowteles. and truths with all levels of readers. 
Included is INTRODUCTION to each Biblical book, author's own TRANSLA- 
TION, verse by verse COMMENTARY, SYNTHESIS and SUMMARY for thought organi- 
zation, OUTLINE of each Biblical book, CRITICAL NOTES for specialized study, and 
BIBLIOGRAPHY for reference. —ZYUU7IH) Bindings artistically designed to add beauty 
to your library. _ 40cm About two volumes each year, at only $4.50 each. Subscrip- 
tion orders given preference and receive each volume as issued. 
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Because of the great demand for this article our supply of the June issue is exhausted. 
Many requests have been received for reprints of this article and we are delighted to 
announce they are now available. 


ONE COPY FREE; 10 for 50c, $4.00 a hundred 
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What s pthead/ 


The average man of the world is 
— that question today. The 
LE has the ANSWER and 

Pe .. is a pocket size digest maga- 
zine—PROPHECY—that presents 
the world picture each month as 
it looks in the light of Bible 
Prophecies. 


Prophecy Monthly 


Ed:tors Dr. Keith L. Brooks and Dr. Victor C. Oltrogge 


A VITAL TESTIMONY IN YOUR HOME—12 MONTHS A YEAR! 


Inquiring Christians and others I this ise and clear-voiced 
handbook packed tight with world news of Prophetic significance. Read it 
yourself for insight and enjoyment; send it to your friends—they will 
thank you. 


Published 24 years by the AMERICAN PROPHETIC LEAGUE, INC., 
with a fact finding organization that brings to light all news of vital interest 
from every part of globe along with choice spiritual nuggets dug from 
the Bible Study of pend ae of devoted servants of Christ . . . spiritual 
vitamins so needed by God’s people in these confusing days. 


Order PROPHECY today! Let our trial offer of 10 months for One 
Dollar (U. S. only) show you what you — been missing. Foreign subs. 
$1.85 a year. Write name and address , tear out, pin to a dollar bill 
and mail. 
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ever so faintly, all our desires for this 
perfect good. We cry out for deliver- 
ance and we are answered that de- 
liverance is certain. But we must 
understand that this third deliverance 
is yet future. There shall come an 
evening when there will be not the 
faintest conviction because of the in- 
dwelling presence of the flesh, because 
that flesh will be dwelling in us no 
more. “This corruptible must put on 
incorruption, and this mortal must 
put on immortality. So when this 
corruptible shall have put on incor- 
ruption and this mortal shall have 
put on immortality, then shall be 
brought to pass the saying that is 
written, Death is swallowed up in 
victory” (1 Cor. 15:53, 54). 


This thought will be developed more 
fully in our studies on the eighth 
chapter when we come to the para- 
graph that deals with the redemption 
of our bodies. But in the meantime 
we have the sure promise of God, 
and we can know, with certainty, that 
actual deliverance from even the 





William A. Mierop 
President 
Philadelphia Bible Institute 


Speaking Engagements 

@ August 1—Bible Conference of New 
England Fellowship, Rumney, N. H.; 
August 3 through &—Highland Lake 
Bible Conference, Highland Lake, N. Y.; 
August 11—Wadsworth Avenue Baptist 
Church, New York, N. Y.; August 14, 
16—First Baptist Church, New York, N. 
Y.; August 17 through 22—Pinebrook 
Bible Conference, E. Stroudsburg, Penna.; 
August 23 (a.m.)—Presbyterian Church 
of the Covenant, Bala Cynwyd, Penna.; 
August 23 (p.m.)—Pinebrook Bible Con- 
ference, E. Stroudsburg, Penna.; August 
30—Broadway Presbyterian Church, 
New York, N. Y. 
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This colorful, informative view book gives fresh insight 
into Northwestern’s many outstanding opportunities 
for Christian training and service. You'll be amazed to 
discover in how many different ways these three schools 
(Liberal Arts, Bible College, Seminary) can increase 
your knowledge and effectiveness for Christian service. 

all A wide selection of courses is offered on three academic levels: 

Liberal Arts College, Bible College and Seminary. 


| Strong major courses are available in the fine arts, music and speech. 


Christian service. 


: Opportunities for expression are encouraged through 
_— Northwestern’s non-commercial radio station KTIS. 
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presence of sin will be ours as a 
present possession. There will be an 
evening when we have no sin to con- 
fess, and when we shall know perfect, 
unmixed good without any warring 
desire of the flesh against it. At that 
time we shall “be like Him, for we 
shall see Him as He is” (1 John 3:2), 
and that likeness shall include His 
own holiness. Then we shall go be- 
yond the liberty of which Paul writes 
to the Galatians, and which we know 
now, “the liberty wherewith Christ 
hath made us free” (Gal. 5:1), and 
we shall be “delivered from the bond- 
age of corruption into the glorious 
liberty of the children of God” (Rom. 
8:21). Truly we can say, “Thank God, 
through Jesus Christ our Lord.” 


This is the fourth of a series of 
studies in Romans 





WORSHIPING THE BROOM 
(Continued from page 4) 


age to the flesh? Do I talk of Him 
as being my righteousness, while 
all around me can see that I am still 
dressed in rags? 

If Christ is kept in a corner of 
your life to show on Sunday morn- 
ing, while the house is filthy and the 
habits deny that the Lord is there, 
are you not among the broom- 
worshipers ? 

An evangelist arrived very late 
Saturday evening in a Southern 
city and the only place around the 
hotel where he could get a sand- 
wich was a restaurant on one side 
of which there was a bar. As he 
entered the room and gave his order 
a man left the bar and came over 
with a half-drunken smile and a 
convivial invitation to join him in 
a drink. The evangelist declined 
and the fellow pressed him further. 
The evangelist explained that he 
had just arrived by plane and that 
he was beginning a special meeting 
the next morning at the First Bap- 
tist Church. The man opened his 
arms with a delighted smile and 
said, ‘‘Wonderful! so you’re the 
preacher who is coming for the re- 
vival. I’ll see you there. I am a 
deacon in the First Baptist Church.’’ 
It might just as well have been 
Methodist or Presbyterian, but the 
man was certainly a broom-wor- 
shiper. And it might just as well 
have been outside the bar and in 
the church, and the sin might just 
as well have been pride as liquor, 
or it might have been gossip, lust, 
anger, or any one of a dozen other 
sins. The house was filthy but the 
man was nevertheless ready to sing 


the praises of the broom. 
D.G.B. 
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e, whom his Lord when He cometh shall find so doing, to him that endureth to the end. 
"a : 
The real test of our endurance comes in the home stretch—after the long grind of the 
“ race is over. A fast start helps, but the race most often is won or lost when the goal is in 
1e sight. 
i. 
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Moody’s 
Many 


Ministries 


Adhering firmly to sound 
doctrine and keeping in mind 
the evangelistic purposes 

and plans of its great founder, 
D. L. Moody, Moopy BIBLE 
INSTITUTE’S one desire is to serve 
and glorify Christ in 

directing its many ministries . . . 
the ministries made possible 

by the gifts of Christian 

friends. Through these 
ministries that reach to the 
far-flung corners of the globe, 
many precious souls are won 

for the Lord of Hosts; young 
lives are trained for every 

phase of Christian work; and 
hundreds of thousands find 
their lives renewed in the 

power of God’s Word. 


* 


This many-sided work for Christ 
is made possible only by the 
day-to-day support of Christians. 
YOU make these ministries of 
Moody Bible Institute possible . . . 
when you support it through 
your prayers and gifts. 


DAY SCHOOL AND EVENING SCHOOL 

provide tuition-free instruction for some 2,700 students yearly. Besides a very 
comprehensive knowledge of the Word of God, Moody students are really 
trained in practical Christian work. Approximately 87,000 persons are con- 
tacted for Christ each year through students, and about 10,000 profess 
salvation. 


RADIO STATION WMBI 

brings blessings to thousands of listeners and fills the mail with letters of 
praise, thanksgiving and stories of conversions through this medium. And in 
WMBI’s more than 25 years of broadcasting, not a single minute of radio 
time has ever been sold. 


EXTENSION DEPARTMENT 

extends the ministry of MOODY BIBLE INSTITUTE throughout the United States 
and Canada by holding Bible conferences and evangelistic services. Faculty 
engagements and programs presented by student gospel teams and music 
groups are processed in this department, as well as a much-in-demand pulpit 
supply. 


MOODY MONTHLY 

A fine Christian magazine that furnishes the very best in devotional, inspira- 
tional and informative reading for approximately 70,000 homes every month. 
Ideal as a how-to-do-it magazine for the Christian worker, it also has a special 
Youth Supplement of articles for young people. 


COLPORTAGE DEPARTMENT 

distributes approximately a half million FREE books, tracts and Scripture 
portions each month. This literature is printed in 32 languages and is sent to 
about 110 countries throughout the world, as well as to hospitals, prisons, 
schools, service camps and other distribution centers here in the U. S. 


CORRESPONDENCE SCHOOL 

is a ministry which helps Christians through home Bible study to know the 
Lord Jesus more intimately and serve Him more effectively. It is a way to more 
intelligent personal witnessing and devoted service to the local church. Nearly 
20,000 earnest students from all walks of life study these correspondence 
courses each year. 


FILM DEPARTMENT 

More than five and one-half million persons a year are reached through the 
showing of exciting full-color sound and motion films that correlate science 
with the gospel. Translated into 13 languages, these are shown in schools, 
colleges, churches and service camps over the world. Science filmstrips and a 
complete teacher training program are now available, and Bible story shorts 
are being produced. 


MOODY PRESS 

fulfills D. L. Moody's dream of providing good Christian literature at a price 
people can afford. Each year, through Moody Press, outstanding books for 
Christians, especially Christian workers—on Bible study, devotional reading, 
writings of great Christians—books for children and young people are brought 
within the reach of countless Christian homes through this ministry 


MOCDY INSTITUTE OF SCIENCE 


located in West Los Angeles, California, produces the well-known gospel 

science films and filmstrips, and works out new ideas of Christian education 
and training. Exciting “Sermons from Science” demon- 
strations originate here, too, and are booked for showings 
all over the country, predominantly in service camps. 


Moody Bible Institute 


820 N. LaSalle Street + Chicago 10, Illinois 


Dr. William Culbertson, president 
Dr. S. Maxwell Coder, dean 





